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Clinton Gives 
Strong Push 




China to WTO 


By Brian Knowhon 

International Herald Tribune 

WASHINGTON — As Prime Min- 
ister Zha Rongji of China began a dd- 
icaie stale visit to the United States, 
President Bill Clinton matU- a strong 
pitch Wednesday for die commy’s 
membership in the World Trade Or- 
ganization. calling such a move “pro- 
foundly in our national interests.’' 
WTO membership has been resisted 
by some in Congress because of 
China's trade barriers and human- 
rights practices. 

Speakingto a conference of the U.S. 
Institute ofPeace, Mr. Clinton said the 
United States had “an interest in in- 
tegrating China into the world trading 
system” and in seeing it join the 
World Trade Oiganizationon ‘ ‘clearly 
acceptable commercial tarns. ” 

He said: “Getting this done and 
getting it done right is profoundly in 
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Prime Minister Zhu charming an audience in Los Angeles. Page 2. 


bur national interest. It is not a favor to 
China. It is the best way to level the 
playing field.” Chinese membership, 
he added, “will give ns broad access to 
China's markets while accelerating its 
internal reforms. ” 

Although he gave no indication of 
the timing of the next U.S. step in the 
process of China’s WTO application, 
Mr. Clinton issned one of his strongest 
defenses- yet of a policy of engaging 
witlrBeijing. . 

* The bottom line is this,’ ’ the pres- 


ident said. “If China is wil 

by the global rules of trade, iti 

an inexplicable mistake for the United 
Stales to say no.” 

To join foe body, Beijing must ne- 
gotiate agreements with its major trad- 
ing partners to lower obstacles to the 
import of foreign goods. 

The United States is China's largest 
trading partner — the U.S. trade def- 
icit with China was $57 billion last 

See TRADE, Page 2 


Trade Ruling: A Notable U.S. Victory 

But Europe Also Scores in the I^ng-Running Banana Dispute 


By David Er Sanger 

. New Yttrk Tbnct Service 





WASHINGTON — The World 
Trade Organization has hauded tiw 
United States a-sigirifie tuat bu t ofrl y po«H 
tial victory in its lo»g-rniad*w dpipitie 
with the European Union ow wmi» 
trade, authorizing Washingt on to im- 
pose $191 million in sanctions against 
European-made goods. 

The EU responded Wednesday by 
saying it would abide by the decision 
while reserving therightto appeal. 

The $391 million. figure was the 
WTO’s estimate of foe damage done to 
American companies because ■ of 
Europe’s, elaborate quota system that 


favors the import of bananas from its 
farmer colonies, instead of from Central 
Ame rican nations . where CEdqnita 
Brands International Inc. and other 

4*eeagexr*s far&igfser, amounting to 
$513 minion, and began collecting 100 
percent tariffs .on many European lux- 


mygoods early last month. 
. i The trade jxn 


organization’s for lower 
estimate of damage done to American 
companies is based on a different, more 
■ conservative formula than the one on- 
ployed by foe Clinton adminis tration. 
.That was a victory for Europe, whose 
officials have charged Washington with 
exaggerating the effects of its rules. 




Singapore Blazes a Trail 




Raising Skills to Be Stressed to Fight Recession 


By Michael Richardson 

Inte rnational Herald Tribune 

SINGAPORE — A path is being 
blazed here in worker retraining that 
could become a model for other Asian 
nations grappling with unemployment 
The government will soon announce 
details of a comprehensive learning sys- 
tem that will encourage workers to ac- 
quire drills throughout their careers so 

they can adapt better to rapid changes in 

the workplace. 
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Labor specialists say that if Singa- 
pore's approach proves effective, it 
could provide a re-education blueprint 
for a region that has neglected the need 
to develop a high-quality labor force to 
attract investors and create jobs. 

The issue of how best to handle re- 
' tn- nchmgnt, industrial restructuring and 
the job losses caused by tbs current 
. regional recession is a crucial one. The 
International Labor Organization esti- 
mates that as many as 25 million people 
may have been laid off as a result of foe 
economic crisis that began in Thailand 
almost two years ago. 

Apart from Japan, Singapore is the 
only country in East Asia with a 
long-term, systematic approach to 
worker education and training. 

The countries hit hardest by foe crisis, 
Indonesia, Thailand and South Korea, 
have concentrated on short-term assist- 
ance to alleviate unemployment 

■ But the ILO conchided in areport last 
year that only a-small proportion of the 
jobless could expect assistance through 
foe emgdoymentcreation programs un- 
der way in those countries. The pro- 
grams provide mainly unskilled, tem- 
porary Jobs on public works programs. 

Eddy Lee, foe labor organization 
economist who wrote the report, said he 
was puzzled that no East Asian country 
except South Korea had introduced un- 
employment insurance, which he said 
should be financed by workers, em- 
ployers and governments to be effective 
and affordable. 

Singapore’s alternative approach, to 
be called the School of Lifelong Learn- 
ing, is likely tp be similar to the Uni- 
versity for Industry in Britain, which 
uses modem communication technol- 
ogies to link businesses and individuals 
to affordable training opportunities. 

Amid warnings from some trade-un- 
ion leaders that , unemployment could ' 
* rise *frk year to as much as 7 percent of 
foe work faros, Singapore is also con- 
sidering holding an annual manpower 
meeting where government officials, 
Joyeas and unions could discuss, 
experts how to improve - 

t raining . 

See SINGAPORE, Page 14 


AGENDA 

Timor Toll Put at 25 
In Church Massacre 

At least 25 people were shot or 
hacked to death in a massacre by 
anti-independence militia fighters 
backed by the Indonesian Army, 
Bishop Carol o Belo, the Nobel 
peacelanreate who is East Timor’s 
spiritual leader, said Wednesday. 

In a news conference after be 
inspected a church in the town of 
Liquica where foe killings took 
place Tuesday, foe bishop con- 
demned the violence, saying be was 
“ashamed to be an Indonesian.” 

He said foe death toll had been 
confirmed by East Timor's military 
commander. Page 2. 
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As War Intensifies, 
U.S. Warns of Trials 


By Joseph Fitcbett 

International H er ald Tribune 

PARIS — Aircraft of the North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nization pressed their attacks against Serbian armored units in 
Kosovo on Wednesday, seeking to knock out foe ground 
forces of Slobodan Milosevic, the Yugoslav leader, and 
loit the advantage gained by clear skies and crumbling air 
lenses. 

Alliance governments also were grappling with the con- 
tinning humanitarian emergency of nearly a million dic plarorf 
Kosovars. 

Simultaneously, Western governments were seeking to 
maintain a united front for a prolonged military campaign 
against Mr. Milosevic’s forces. 

In a move apparently aimed partly at creating a rift within 

More coverage of the Kosovo war on Pages 4, 8 and 9. 

the Yugoslav military, the Stale Department publicized the 
names of nine Serbian officers in Kosovo and warned them 
that war crimes committed in areas under their command 
could bring prosecution by an international tribunal. 

“We’re putting them on notice,” said James Rubin, the 
State Department spokesman. “The world is watching. " 

Mr. Rubin noted that there was no statute of limitations on 
war crimes. 

He added font the United States was not accusing any of the 
nine of having ordered atrocities, but knew that such crimes 
had taken place. 

As to PresidentMilosevic's ultimate responsibility for such 
• See NATO, Page 8 


Macedonia Deports 
45,000 Overnight 


By Cariotta Gall 

New York Times Service 


BLACE, Macedonia — Overnight, about 45,000 refugees 
were deported from a border camp at Blace, evacuated on 
buses and dispersed throughout the region Wednesday. 

The operation, unannounced and executed by the Mace- 
donian authorities under the cover of darkness, was chaotic, 
even brutal. 

To the west, at the Albanian border with Kosovo, Yugoslav 
officials abruptly closed a crossing early Wednesday morning 
that had seep the passage of thousands of evacuees, and aid 
workers feared that many Kosovars moving toward Albania 
had been forced to trek back to villages they had fled in fear. 
(Page 9) 

More than 10,000 refugees remained unaccounted 24 horns 
later, said a spokeswoman for the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees. The organization was hying to 
track stories that refugees bad been sent in buses to Greece, 
Turkey and Albania. 

“We are working to locate them.” said Paula Ghedini, the 
UN agency's press officer. “Because it was not announced, 
we only found out from other people.” 

Most of foe refugees, more than 40,000, were dumped in 
new camps down the road or elsewhere in northern Mace-, 
donia, but in the chaos of foe operation many families have 
been split np, and hundreds, if not thousands, are now 
clamoring for news and information of their relatives. It was 
clear they had left in a hurry. Abandoned belongings and 
plastic bags Uttered the ground Wednesday. Baby food and 
even identification cards were dropped in the mud. 

Blace camp, for over a week a seething mass of humanity of 


See REFUGEES, Page 9 


At the same time foe panel of WTO 
judges determined that Europe’s revised 
rules governing imports amounted to 
nothing more that a rewriting of the old 
rules and an effort to avoid compliance 
with 'several of its past rulings. ... 

“We-vriB naturally abide by for rates 
applicable in foe case of such decisions, 
as we have consistently said we 
would," Sir Leon Brittan, the European 
trade commissioner, said Wednesday in 
New Delhi, where be was visiting. 

But he added that the EU would “re- 
serve ouir right of appeal,” Ageuce 
France-Presse reported. 

The U.S. retaliation. Sir Leon said, 
“has been and remains largely illegal, 
as it is set at a lev el well over doable that 
determined by foe arbitrator." 

The United States, he said, “must 
now in any event immediately end sanc- 
tions and the threat of sanctions on over 
half the trade currently subject to 
them.” 

Tire bottom line of the decision Tues- 
day, however, is that the trade group’s 
panel found in favor of -the United 
States, ruling that much of foe sanctions 
were valid 

“Time is running out” for foe Euro- 
peans to comply with foe organization's 
mandate, said Peter Scber, who directs 
agricultural negotiations for foe U.S. 
Trade Representative’s office. 

Charlene Barshefsky, the U.S. trade 
representative, said that the WTO de- 
cision “sends a clear message” that 
Europe could not use a lengthy legal 
process to buy time, keeping its re- 
strictions on imports in place. 

“This is the fifth time in six years that 
an international trade panel has found 
the EU's banana policies to be in vi- 
olation of international trade rules,” she 
said. 

The oddity of the United States de- 
claring victory over Europe in a 
long-running economic dispute while 
trying to hold the same European na- 
tions in an alliance in foe Kosovo crisis 
is somewhat jarring, a dissonance that 
was rarely seen in the days of foe Cold 

See BANANAS, Page 15 
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Survivors surveying the devastation of a section of central Pristina caused by an attack early Wednesday. 


Sanctuary: A Kosovar Family’s Flight 

Trapped in a Hellish Field of Refugee$ 9 They Finally Reach a Tent 


By David Flnkel 

Washington Post Service 


■ BLACE, Macedonia — There are 
two ways out of the field of refugees. 
One is by bus, which is bow hundreds 
of people will escape this day from the 
mud and stink of this place jnst south 
of Kosovo. The other is by stretcher, 
which, at noon, is how two children get 
out 

They are brother and sister. The boy 
is 9. The girl is 6. The boy’s eyes are 
shut, and foe rear of his stretcher is in 
foe hands of his father. The girl is 
crying, and she is bolding the hand of 
her mother, who is running alongside 
the stretchers, crying as well 

Up they come, out of the field, past 
a barricade separating 70,000 refugees 
from armed police officers, across a 
road lined with buses and into a tent. 
This is a makeshift emergency room, 

family has* done since it amvedat the 

field Saturday. 

“The children woe exhausted,” 
says foe father, Luan Dus hi. 

"And temperatures,” says the 
mother, Aferdita. “Diarrhea.” 

The truth, though, is more com- 
plicated. 

The tent the Dushi family has come 
to is hot canvas. The floor is slanted 
dirt The mattress they lay their chil- 
dren on is filthy. All around them are 
other people, sick, on similar mat- 
tresses. There has been a i least one 
death in .this test, that of a 60-y ear-old 
man. There have been at least four 
miscarriages. 

And yet getting into tins tent is still . 
the best tiling the Dushis have done 

here, and to understand the reasons for 

that is to understand what ran happen 
in a mattw of days to a family when it 
cranes to a definition of hope. 

Because this was what the Dushis’ 
life was like just last week: They were 


living in Pristina, the capital of Koso- 
vo. She is a doctor, he is a lawyer. 

On Friday, as she walked to work, 
several policemen stopped her and 
asked her name, Aferdita. which is 
pronounced Aphrodite. ‘ ‘The goddess 
of love,” the policemen said “The 
goddess of beauty.” One said, “You 
are very beautiful.” Another asked, 
“Where is your husband?” She hur- 
ried away. 

After work, there were more police. 
This time, they followed her in a car, 
all the way to her apartment, and by the 
time she got home she was shaking. 
That night she and Mr. Dushi decided 
it was time to get out of Kosovo, at 
least for a while. They would go to 
Skopje, the capital of Macedonia, to 
visit Mrs. Dushi 's brother. 

They packed six loaves of bread, 
several bottles of water, three liters of 
milk, some butter and cakes. In a sep- 
arate bag they packed antibiotics. 
They awakened the children, Rita and 
Arian. "We're going to Skopje.” they 


told them, and the four of them went 
down to foe street, which was filled 
with people walking toward the train 
station. 

Ten minutes later, they were there. 
It was 8:30 P.M. By 9:30 they were 
squeezed onto a train. They weren’t 
sure where exactly it was going, but it 
was a train, and three hours later, when 
it came to a stop, they were at the 
border between Kosovo and Mace- 
donia. Everyone got off the train. 

There were armed policemen. 

Walk south, the Dushis were told. 
Out of Kosovo. Into Macedonia. “I 
saw a lot of people.' ' Mrs. Dushi says. 
So they walked toward the people. 
“And then they said, ‘Nobody can 
leave this field.' ” 

She is holding Rita as she recounts 
this. She reaches into her purse and 
brings out a photograph she packed for 
the trip, a picture of her taken 10 years 
ago on her wedding day. She is in a 

See EXODUS, Page 9 
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At First U.S. Stop, Zhu Sets an Informal, Humorous Tone 




By Joseph Kahn 

i Mm Yivk Times Service 


LOS ANGELES — China's prime 
minister, Zbu Rongji, started his visit to 
the United States determined to defuse 
rising tensions between the two coun- 
tries with a businesslike agenda, trade 
concessions and an ample supply of 
good humor. 

Mr. Zhu. who runs China's govern- 
ment on a day-to-day basis but ranks 
third in the Communist Party hierarchy, 
is, at age 70, the sprightly star of China's 
taciturn leadership team. Tltis trip prom- 
ises to test his often-praised skill for 
communicating with the West as good- 
will in U.S.-China relations, which was 
affirmed with President Bill Clinton's 
visit to China last June, has all but given 
way to restrained hostility. 

Mr. Zhu wasted no time setting the 
lone. Moments after stepping off his 
plane Tuesday, he jumped a security line 


to shake hands and exchange pleasantries 
with reporters. In the process, he firmly 
pushed aside one of his guards, a possibly 
calculated gesture of defiance to the de- 
corum that Chinese leaders almost al- 
ways observe during public ceremonies. 

Mr. Zhu's nine-day. six-city tour will 
be slightly longer than a state visit in 
1997 by his boss. President Jiang Zemin, 
but is due to be far less ceremonial. 

Besides attending to the terms of 
China's entry into the World Trade Or- 
ganization, he has scheduled numerous 
meetings with business and banking 
leaders around the country, and he will 
seek to address nearly every major issue 
in bilateral relations, including China’s 
human-rights record, its environmental 
pollution, its huge trade surplus with the 
United States and charges that its agents 
have pilfered American military 
secrets. 

During a brief stop in Los Angeles, 
Mr. Zhu met with civic leaders and rep- 


resentatives of the local Chinese- Amer- 
ican community, the largest in the coun- 
try. He also had a private meeting with 
Michael Eisner, chairman of Walt Dis- 
ney Co., which is considering two 
Chinese cities, Hong Kong and Shang- 
hai. as possible sites for the next Dis- 
neyland in Asia. 

Bone-chilling drizzle and scattered 
protests by people seeking independence 
for Tibet and Taiwan marred Mr. Zhu s 
arrival. So did his tardiness at a lunch at 
the Century Plaza Hotel, where civic and 
business leaders waited more than an 
hour past the appointed time for Mr. Zbu 
to take his place on the podium. 

But those setbacks did nothing to 
shake the prime minister's upbeat mes- 
sage. In fact, he used them as fodder for 
a stream of self-deprecating jokes that 
are his trademark. 

* * God does not welcome me that much 
because it’s raining today, and I know 
that it was very sunny here yesterday." 


he said at die start of his luncheon re- 

lTU Speaking in Chinese entirely without 
notes and with scant trace of the boil- 
erplate phrases about friendship and 
warm relations that usually domi^te 
Chinese diplomatic statements, Mr. Znu 
used much of his opening speech as an 
apology for his late arrival. 

He chided Mayor Richard Riordan of 
Los Angeles and Governor Gray Davis 
of California, saying they had to 
shoulder at least “half the blame for 
his lack of punctuality. Both men had 
arranged telephone calls with Mr. Zhu 
and used that time to raise weighty is- 
sues, he said. 

* ’They asked so many questions, and l 
could not refuse to answer," he said. 

The mayor, be said, pressed him on 
China’s gaping trade surplus with the 
United States. China exported $57 billion 
more than it imported from the United 
States last year, giving it the second- 


largest trade surplus wto 
Stotes, after Japan. Mr. Zhu said he tad 
prepared a speech on the issue for de- 
ESy next week at the Massachusetts 
Institute ofTechnology butbad no choice 
but to indulge Mr. Riordan’s curiosity. 

The prime minister then teased Mr. 
Davis for expanding the 10-minute call 
into a 30-minute debate on human 

^Iexplained that to do this properly we 
should start with Rousseau and the hu- 
man-rights declaration of the United 
States,” Mr. Zbu said to laughter. I 
spent a long time explaining my views. 
But whether or not he is satisfied, I don t 

know.” . . 

Whether such banter will do much to 
soften the criticism of China's p olicie s 
hand from many members of Congress, 
religious groups, labor unions and na- 
tional-security experts remains to be 
seen. But Mr. Zhu seemed primed to 
disarm hostile audiences. 
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Church Massacre Toll 25, 
East Timor Bishop Says 


CtmyUalln (Jr Staff From Oupatcha 

LIQUICA, East Timor — At least 25 
people were shot or hacked to death in a 
massacre Tuesday by anti-independence 
militia fighters backed by the Indonesian 
army. Bishop Carolo Belo. the Nobel 
peace laureate who is East Timor’s spir- 
itual leader, said Wednesday. 

In an emotional news conference after 
he inspected a church where die killings 
took place in the town of Liquica. the 
Roman Catholic bishop condemned the 
violence, saying he was “ashamed to be 
an Indonesian." 

Bishop Belo said the death toll had 
been confirmed in a letter from East 
Timor’s military commander. Colonel 
Tono Suratman, who accompanied him 
with journalists to Liquica under heavy 
guard on Wednesday. 

The Reverend Rafael dos Santos. Li- 
quica’s parish priest, said hundreds of 
aimed militia members fired at about 
2.000 terrified villagers cowering in his 
house and the church. Hundreds fled 
when security personnel released tear 
gas. 

"When they ran outside they were 
chopped dowo by the militias with 
swords the priest said. 

Dozens of Indonesian police officers 
fired into the air or simply watched the 
carnage take place, he said 

The priest said he saw only two dead 
victims, an old man and child both badly 
mutilated. But he quoted witnesses as 
saying that an army truck later made three 
visits to the site to take away bodies. 

The ground outside the church and 
inside the priest’s bouse remained 
splattered with blood Wednesday. 

In Jakarta, the rebel commander 
Xanana Gusmao said his supporters had 
been "killed like animals." He accused 
the military of trying to cover up the 


extent of the killings. 

Escalating violence in the former Por- 
tuguese colony has undermined UN 



BANGKOK — Tbatend on 
Wednesday reported its first death- 
based on symptoms of vi ral Jap - • 
anese encephalitis near a pig breed- 
ing area in the central region. 

Suvit Phonlarp, director-general ; 
of the Livestock Department, said ■ 
the authorities were trying to es- ’ 
tablish whether the Monday death 
of a 4-year-old boy in Lopwn 
province was indeed linked to the 

encephalitis vims. ..... ' 

"I don’t want the public to be 
alarmed,’’ he said. “The health au- ' 
thorities are looking into the issue. 
The encephalitis can be caused by - ‘ 
various kinds of viruses.” 

At least 91 people have died in - 
neighboring Malaysia, and more '’ 
than 600,000 pigs have been - 
slanghtered there to block the spread 
of the Japanese encephalitis disease 1 
and another mystery vinis. (Reuters) 
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U.S.Jets Spooked 
Japanese Horses 


plans to hold a July ballot for East 
Timor's people on whether to remain 
part of Indonesia as an autonomous stale 
or to break away altogether. After the 
killings Tuesday, Mr. Gusmao called For 
“a general popular insurrection" in East 
Timor. 

“I can say that this is a massacre." 
Bishop Belo said. “We are entering the 
third millennium, but after this incident 
we are back in the Middle Ages.” 

The bishop, speaking at his home in 
Dili. East Timor’s capital, called for calm 
and demanded that President B.J. 
Habibie investigate Tuesday's violence, 
the latest in a string of clashes between 
armed groups either for or against in- 
dependence from Indonesia. It annexed 
East Timor, formerly Portuguese, as its 
27th province in 1976. 

The bishop, who won the 1996 Nobel 
Peace Prize, also demanded that the in- 
ternational community help prevent 
more violence in the territory. 

Portugal’s envoy to Indonesia, Ana 
Gomes, called for an international in- 
quiry after meeting with Mr. Gusmao, 
who is under house arrest, in Jakarta. 

“We feel an international investiga- 
tion would be necessary to establish 
what happened in Liquica," she said. 

“An international presence is abso- 
lutely necessary in East Timor," she 
said, "to calm the tension and to deter 
the violence, from whoever is intending 
to launch it-" 


TOKYO — Racehorse breeders 
received 37 million yen ($306,000) - 
in condensation for animals 
spooked by the noise of U.S. fighter " 
planes involved in a U.S .-Japanese . 
military exercise, the Japanese De- 
fense Facilities Administration * 

^The^l3 breeders said the noise of . 
the jets on Nov. 4 and Nov. 12, ’ 
1997, frightened their horses, lead- .■ 
ing them to injure their legs by 
crashing against fences. Some of die 
animals miscarried, said Toshinobu 
Saitoh, a spokesman for the 
agency’s Sapporo branch office. 

The United States will reimburse ' • 
the agency for 75 percent of the 
compensation, he said. (AP) 


Ailing Mahathir 
Puts Off a Tour 


Swn MulWTbr iwcM 


Members of a militia group opposed to independence patrolling with makeshift weapons near the massacre scene. 


Timor were "internal concerns.” 

In New York on Tuesday, the United 
Nations also rejected the calls for a 
peacekeeping force, but it expressed 
concern over the violence. 

President Jorge Sampaio of Portugal 


accused Indonesia of seeking to cripple 
efforts toward finding a negotiated solu- 
tion for East Timor by inciting violence. 
He said that Jakarta was arming vi- 
gilantes who want East Timor to stay 
within Indonesia and have been attack- 
ing supporters of independence in an 
attempt to derail negotiated moves to- 
wards autonomy. 

(AP. Reuters. AFP ) 


Mr. Gusmao. through his lawyer, on 
Tuesday also called for a UN peace- 


keeping force in East Timor to halt the 
violence. But die Indonesian military 
commander. General Wiranto, rejected 
the call, insisting that problems in East 


■ 3 Killed by Soldiers on Borneo 

At least three people were reported 
killed Wednesday on the island of 
Borneo after soldiers fired into a mob 
demanding the release of fellow vil- 
lagers arrested by police. The Associ- 
ated Press reported from Jakarta. - * 

The clash occurred after thousands of 
villagers forced their way through a mil- * 
itary barricade that kept them from 
marching into Singkawang, a town near 
the western coast where 70 villagers 
have been detained, the private SCfV 
television station said. 

It quoted Colonel Chaerul Rasyidi, 


chief of the local police, as saying that 
three people bad been killed 


The angry villagers were stopped 
about five kilometers (three miles) from 
Singkawang. 

The 70 were arrested Monday amid 
fresh ethnic violence against immigrants 
from Madura Island by Jtocal Dayaksand - 
' Malay in Indonesia’s West Kalimantan 
ProVfr^teTThey were captured white' at- 
tacking Madurese and burning houses in 
the region. 

More than 200 people have been 
killed in the violence that began in mid- 
March. Thousands of Madurese have 
fled their homes. 


KUALA LUMPUR — A tang 
infection that has kept him in the 
hospital for nearly a week will keep 
Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad 
from taking a national political tour 
before an mdommg election, of-' 
ficials said Wednesday. 

Mr. Mahathir , 73, postponed a ' 
three-day trip to the eastern state of 
Sabah on the island of Borneo after 


doctors advised him to get plenty of 
rest, die chief minister of Sabah, 
Osu Sukam, said (AP) 


For the Record 


' An unemployed man used an 
ice pick to steb a fellow passenger 
after being asked to stop smoking on 
the Tokyo subway, the police said 
Wednesday. (AP) 


TRADE: Clinton Gives Strong Push to Admitting China to WTO 


WEATHER 


Continued from Page 1 


year — and an endorsement by Wash- 
ington would carry great weight at a 
major meeting of the world trade body in 
November. 

U.S. officials say progress has been 
made in intense bilateral negotiations on 
trade sectors such as agriculture and 
telecommunications, but they also say 
that a breakthrough allowing announce- 
ment of an overall agreement during Mr. 
Zhu's visit appears unlikely. 

If the White House does fully endorse 
Chinese membership, it would still face a 
congressional hurdle: Congress would 
have to approve permanent most- 
favored-nation trading status for China. 
For years, the annual renewal of this 
status on a temporary basis has been hotly 
debated in Congress before passing. 

A spokesman for the U.S. trade rep- 
resentative's office declined to comment 
on what chances there might be for an 
agreement during Mr. Zhu's visit. 

"The fact Zhu's in town will not force 
our hand,” the spokesman said. “We’re 
wilting to negotiate beyond his visit.” 

If Washington and Beijing do settle 
their bilateral differences, that still leaves 
many other countries, including the 15 
European Union members and Canada, 
to work out their own packages on trade 
in goods and services with the Chinese. 

But an agreement in Washington 
■‘will inject confidence and momentum 
into negotiations,” a European Com- 
mission official, Kiddo Houben. told 
Reuters. "People will think that if the 
U.S. is satisfied, then other countries 
will negotiate to try and come to a con- 
clusion fairly rapidly." he said. 

In his speech. Mr. Clinton said that 
China was following a politically per- 
ilous path toward adopting reforms 
clearly in the U.S. interest. 


Mr. Clinton warned American politi- 
cians "in a political season" not to 
revert to a Cold War mentality toward 
China because of controversies over hu- 
man rights, trade and alleged spying at 
U.S. nuclear laboratories. 

He displayed unusual empathy with 
the problems facing the Beijing lead- 
ership as it attempts broad economic 
reforms, saying that the Chinese were 
just as wary of U.S. intentions as Amer- 
icans were of the Chinese. 


of a weak China, beset by internal con- 
flicts, social dislocation and criminal 
instability.” 

■ Offers to Reduce Barriers 


Europe 


Forecast for Friday through Stnday, as pravWad by Aocn Weather. 


The leadership under Mr. Zhu and 
President Jiang Zemin is "committed to 


making necessary. far-reaching 
changes.” Mr. Clinton said, by working 
to reform banks and state enterprises and 
fight corruption. 

But Beijing labors under grave fears 
that reform, in the short run. will bring 
higher unemployment, leading in tum to 
unrest, he said. 

The United States, Mr. Clinton said, 
must seek to bolster the cause of reform 
but realize that China is coping with 
“the kinds of problems a society can 
face when it is moving away from the 
rule of fear but is not yet firmly rooted in 
the rule of law." 

"We can't do that,” he said, "simply 
by confronting China or trying to contain 
her." 

China is depicted by some Americans 


Paul Btusiein of The Washington Post 
reported earlier: 

In the weeks leading up to Mr. Clin- 
ton’s speech. China’s negotiators con- 
tinued making offers to reduce major 
trade barriers before Mr. Zhu 's arrival in 
Washington. 

China has come close to meeting U.S. 
demands to open its markets to key 
agricultural products, according to 
people familiar with the talks. 

In Los Angeles, where Mr. Zhu ar- 
rived Tuesday, he announced that China 
would lift barriers to U.S. citrus fruit and 
wheat from the Pacific Northwest. 
Beijing has restricted imports of citrus 
fruit because of concerns about infest- 
ation by the Mediterranean fruit fly and 
has restricted wheat shipments because 
of a mold problem. 

Those restrictions have been a major 
source of irritation for U.S. agricultural 
nroducers and a bie sticking point in the 


Mgh LuwW 

CIF OF 

Algarve 29/79 17«2* 

ArosMnlan 12/W TWA pc 

Man 14/57 205 pc 

Mhars Zl/70 11/5*8 

Sanatoria lfl /61 8/«6 a 

Bafgrade 3271 8/*8 pc 

Botin I I'M 307 pc 

BuuK 12/53 77 *4 c 

Badmet 33/73 1550 a 

BudapoM 14/57 7744 *h 

OopartagMi *48 409 c 

Coca Dd Sol 24^5 1407 « 




13/55 1050 pc 
13/96 1353 r 
12*53 B/4e r 
9/4 S 307* 
V 46 1/34 an 


HoClaMWi 
Hong Kang 
b*anabad 


as a huge economic opportunity, by oth- 
ers as a looming military threat, Mr. 


ers as a looming military threat, Mr. 
Clinton said. It has the resources to take 
the latter road, he said, but it is ‘ ‘far from 
inevitable" that China will choose this 
path. 

"We should not make it more likely 
that China will choose this path by acting 
as if that decision bad already been 
made." he said. 

Even while remaining prepared if 
China chooses the militaristic path, Mr. 
Clinton said, "Let us not forget the risks 


TRAVEL UPDATE 


Lenin Tomb Reopened 

MOSCOW — Lenin’s mausoleum in 
Red Square has reopened following pre- 
servation work on the embalmed body of 
the Russian revolutionary leader, the In- 
terfax news agency reported. 

The red marble tomb, in which the 
body of Vladimir Lenin is displayed 
under a glass cover, is regularly inspec- 
ted by scientists who coat his face with 
an ointment to prevent decomposition. 

The tomb was a major pilgrimage site 
during the Soviet era, but since the 
breakup of the Soviet Union there have 
been calls to bury the corpse. A recent 


survey showed 57 percent of Russians 
support a burial. f AFP) 


Small-Plane Safety 


WASHINGTON — Older commuter 
airplanes would be required to undergo 
inspections for structural fatigue cracks 
just like large passenger aircraft under 
proposals issued by the Federal Aviation 
Administration. 

The agency listed 26 models of air- 
craft, with between 9 and 39 seats, when 
it outlined proposals for the timely ex- 
amination of aJJ multiengined airplanes 
that cany paying customers. (Reuters) 


But U.S. officials and industry 
sources familiar with the negotiations 
said the Chinese had moved far toward 
satisfying the demands of U.S. indus- 
tries and producer groups. Beijing has 
tentatively agr eed that its import quotas 
and license requirements, which have 
applied to thousands of products, would 
be scrapped except on all but a handful 
of goods. 

China has also offered to lower tariffs, 
which currently average about 17 per- 
cent, to an average of about 10 percent, 
officials said, although it is balking at 
lowering tariffs as far as the U.S. side 
wants on chemicals, pharmaceuticals 
and a few other products. 

[A White House official said Wed- 
nesday that the United States and China 
would sign a civil aviation pact Thursday 
that would double passenger and cargo 
flights between the two countries, news 
agencies reported. 

[Lael Brainard, a White House official 
who specializes in international econom- 
ic issues, said the agreement would allow 
a fourth U.S. airline to enter the Chinese 
market and enable more U.S. cities to 
have direct air service to China. 

[In Beijing, state media said China 
Telecom, the country' 5 largest telecom- 
munications organization, was to be 
broken into four companies in a major 
step toward opening up to market com- 
petition. Agence France- Pres se reported 
The opening of the sector had been an- 
other sticking point in the talks on WTO 
membership.] 
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North America 

Cloudy and cool with rain 
in the Ram* Friday and 


Saturday, then windy and 
cool with some sun Sun- 
day. Rainy in the MMweer 
through the weekend and 
quite windy Sunday. The 
Northeast win be cool with 
occasional ram Friday and 
Sunday, but Saturday 
should end up partly 
sunny 


Europe 

Mainly dry and mild with 
some sunshine in London 
Friday and Saturday, than 
breezy and cooler Sunday. 


it»y cloudy and cool 
with anowrere and thunder- 
storms from Italy Into 
southeastern Europe Fri- 
day and Saturday, than 


partly sunny and probably 
dry Simday. Hot and dry In 
Madrid. 


Asia 

Dry and mild with soma 
sun In Beijing Friday and 
Saturday, then cloudy and 
cooler with rain Sunday. 
Sunny and mBd fin Tokyo 
Friday, than Increasing 
clouds with rein Saturday 
night and Sunday. Drench- 
ing rain will reach from 
eastern China to souftem 
Japan. Hot and dry in 
Hanoi. 
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•S. Halts Nuclear Lab Computers 


By James Risen 

• V . T — N™ York T ima Senirr 

" • WASHINGTON — The Energy De- 

, > psztment says it has suspended all sd- 

. v*. entitle work on the computers contain- 
*>.. *ng America s most sensitive weapons 
-r,* 5ecret ? a* its three nuclear weapons lab- 
*3™*®°**®* fears that security lapses 

computers vulnerable to es- 

, -v ... pionage. 

i * “igy Secretary Bill Richardson 
• ■ , said he ordered the suspension Friday as 
part of an effort to improve security 
following allegations that Phina has 
*t°len nuclear secrets from the labs. 
. ’ \ . denies the spying accusation. 

■■ Thousands of scientists and other re- 
searchers at the Los Alamos, Sandia and 

- Lawrence Livermore national laborato- 
ties who rely on the classified computer 
- ^ networks have bees forced to chop their 
work and instead attend new training 
"... . sessions on computer security. Energy 
> „ * Department officials said. 

The compulersaie connected together 
in networks but- are not lTnlrwi to -the 
outside world. Since the United States 
if ' stopped testing nuclear weapons, the 
'**-*? r j woik of modeling the reliability of 
weapons designs has been dense with 
these networks. 

' One security flaw, according to of- 
J^ciais, is that secret information about 
^unclear weapons can be copied from the 
sensitive computers onto a computer disk 


and then seal as electronic mafl among 
t he tho usands of e-mails that leave the 
l aborato ry through separate, unclassified 
^pnmnter systems. One proposal is to 

mdee itpfaysically impossible to trans- 
fer c l as si fied information from a clas- 
sifie d computer to an com- 

PJte*’.” according to a staiem^it released 
Tuesday by Los Alamos officials. 

Mr. Richardson said he would not al- 
low normal computer operation, except 
titose needed to ensure safety, to resume 
until he was satisfied that security- had 
been improved. 

“The message is ifo 1 * I 9m se- . 
nous about strengthening security at the 
labs,” he said. “Our computer security 
has been lax, and 1 want to strengthen it, 
and the only way to do that is to 
down. I want to demonstrate to Congress 
and die American people we axe serious 
about upgrading computer security at 
the labs and thaT there will never be 
another lapse.’* . 

The decision , to suspend all work on 
sensitive computer networks at the three 
laboratories is one of the most pointed 
actions taken by the Clinton adminis- 
trationaanegtoeforor er up ted last month 
oyer allegations of Chinese atomic es- 
pionage. 

it also follows an internal review by 
the Energy Department, owner of the 
labs, which determined that security 
measures at Los Alamos and Lawrence 
IJvjmnore weresubpar. Los Alamos and 


Lawrence Livermore both received 
“marginal** security ratings, while San- 
-dia received a satisfactory rating, ac- 
cording to the report released last week. 
The report cited Los Alamos manage- 
ment for failing to * 'ensure that members 
of their organization implement, support 
and follow safeguards and security 
policies and procedures.*’- . 

The classified computer networks at 
the weapons labs are not connected to 
the Internet, and they are thus sot sup- 
posed to be vulnerable to backing by 
outsiders. The possibility of secret data 
being downloaded from the classified 
networks and then entered into the no- 
classified network and e-mailed to the 
outside is a key security concern, ac- 
cording to one U.S. official. 

The lab plans to impose new audit 
procedures on unclassified computer 
systems in order to control sensitive in- 
formation. Los Alamos will also require 
that two people be involved in the trans- 
fer of files from classified computers./ 

But John Browne, lab director at Los 
Alamos, cautioned that the labs cannot 
allow security to become so stringent 
that it prevents them from accomplish- 
ing their objectives. “We have to look at 
threats to information security from a 
risk-benefit standpoint and put in place 
additional procedures that make sense, 1 * 
he said. “We can’t raise the bar so high 
we can’t get any work done. That affects 
national security too.’’ 


Away From Politics 

•Mayor Rudolph Giuliani of New 
York is distributing cards to police of- 
ficers instructing them to be a little more 
polite in their dealings on the street The 
wallet-size cards reco mmend that of- 
ficer? “use terms such as ‘Mr.,’ ‘Ms.,’ 
’Sir’ or Ma’am,'” and “respect each 
individual, his or her cultural identity, 
custom and beliefs.” (NYT) 

•A San Francisco judge cut fn half a 
landmark $50 milli on punitive damages 
award against Philip Morris Cos., but 
excoriated the tobacco giant and denied 
its request to retry the case of a former 
Marlboro smoker who contracted lung 
cancer. (LAT) 

• Louis Farrakhan is recovering well 
from surgery and is ready to leave the 
hospital, according to his supporters and 
doctors, who held a news conference 
Tuesday in Washington following re- 
ports that the 65-year-old Nation of Is- 
lam leader was seriously ilL (WP) 

•A white couple has filed a malprac- 
tice lawsuit in New York against the 
doctors they say were responsible for an 
embryo mix-up that resulted in the wife 
giving birth to a black baby when she 
delivered twins. (AP) 

•A manhunt for the killers of three 
tourists in Yosemite National Park is 
focusing on a cadre of prison parolees 
with a history of sex offenses, drug ar- 
rests and weapons convictions. (LAT) 


Smoking Risk Starts Early 

Young Lungs Found to Be Especially Vulnerable 


By Denise Grady 

New York Times Service 

NEW YORK — Smoking during 
childhood or adolescence may lead to 
lasting or even permanent genetic dam- 
age in the lungs that increases the risk of 
lung cancer, even after the smoker quits, 
researchers said in findings published 
Wednesday. 

Tire developing lungs of young 
people may be especially vulnerable to 
cigarette smoke, the scientists found. 
They said their research linked the 
amount of damage to the age when 
people started smoking, regardless of 
how many years they smoked or how 
recently they had quit. 

The scientists, from the University of 
California at San Francisco School of 
Medicine, said the findings were par- 
ticularly alarming, given the number of 
teenagers who smoke. 

“If we’re right,’ ’ said Dr. John Wien- 
cke, who led the research effort, “it says 
that something happens in adolescence 
that changes you, perhaps forever.” 

The findings, published in the Journal 
of the National Cancer Institute, are 
based on an analysts of blood and tissue 
from 143 lung cancer patients. The re- 
searchers looked for alterations in DNA 
that are known to be caused by tobacco 
and to be linked to cancer. Levels of 


alterations, called DNA adducts, were 
lowest among patients who had never 
smoked. In former smokers, they were 
somewhat higher, and in people who still 
smoked, higher stilL But in ex-smokers, 
the highest levels were found in those 
who started smoking as children or teen- 
agers, regardless of when they quit. 

The study did not compare the pa- 
tients’ adduct levels to those of people 
who do not have lung cancer. Never- 
theless. other researchers said it was an 
important and surprising finding. 

Dr. John Minna, a lung cancer spe- 
cialist and director of the Haxnon Center 
for Cancer Research at the University of 
Texas Southwestern Medical Center, 
said tire DNA adducts measured by tire 
researchers were a good indicator of the 
genetic damage caused by smoking. 

“Right now about half of new hmg 
cancer cases are occurring in former 
smokers, ” Dr. Minna said ‘Tf it turns out 
that a very brief period of smoking during 
adolescence, or starting then, will have 
tins long-lasting effect in terms of cancer 
development, even if yon stop at a young 
age, that is absolutely frightening.” 

Cancer experts had thought that 
smokers who began as children or teen- 
agers had higher cancer rates simply, 
because they had been smoking longer. 
The new findings. Dr. Minna said, “sug- 
gest something entirely different.” 


Missouri Votes to Keep 
Concealed Weapon Ban 

\ The Associated Press 

■ JEFFERSON CITY, Missouri — Voters mMjssouri have 
decided to keep the stale’s ban on carrying concealed 
weapons, despite a $3.7 milli on campaign- by tire National 
Rifle Association. 

; With 99 percent of the votes counted early Wednesday, 
Proposition B, which would have lifted the ban* had failed 52 
percent to 48 percent, or 674378 votes to 625,689 votes. 


‘ “Missourians have said they just do not want guns carried I 
into football games andbars and schools,’ * said Hany Wiggins, 1 
a state senator from Kansas City who opposed the measure. 

^ ! The referendum Tuesday was tire fist time a state had pot 
J»<be question of concealed weapons before voters. Thirty-one 
■’ other states allow citizens to carry concealed guns, but those 
measures were enacted by legislators. 

• Missouri banned concealed weapons in a crackdown on 
g unslinging in 1875, when the bandit Jesse James was still at 
large. He was shot to death seven years later in St. Joseph by 
a member of His gang. 

; Under Proposition B, stale residents would have needed a 
second permit to cany a concealed weapon. Applicants far a 
permit would have had to have recorisfree of violent offenses 
for at least five years, to undergo criminal aid mental-health 
background checks and to take at least 12 horns of state- 


; Supporters bad said aJiowaqg l*w»afrim^fpao|riePro pack 

guns would keep crindrtelsA^^-*- f ''''v.'S - ■ 

Critics had nudRropbwtibnB Weald 
streets and lrad to more 

requirements on training, efigibatity and a pe rmi t applicant's 
past history of violence. ' 

* Although the measure was approved in 91 ixtostiy rural 

counties, failed by wide margins in Sl Louis and Kansas 
City. , • 

* Nearly three oia of four votes in SL Louis and a similar 

* percentage in the city’s suburbs rejected the proposaL La 
Vackson County, which in clud e s Kansas City, 61 poceal 
voted “no,” ^ 

„ The NRA paid for 70OJX»mailings, 60,000 yard signs and 
huge advertising buys on television ami radio. 


Bush’s High-Octane Fund Drive 

WASHINGTON —Governor George Bush of Texas 
is assembling tire roost ambitions Republican presidential 
fund-raising effort ever, hoping to raise $20 million more 
than the previous record by capita liz ing on his father s 
national money network, his own contribg toonr rich Texas 
base and financial aid from his fellow governors. 

The Bush mobilization has featured a procession of more 
than 400 fund-raisers — a who’s who of the Republican 
rich and powerful — flying » Austin to hear his pitch. 

Former President George Bush is making phone c alls 
for his son and Tuesday night headlined t he ca m paign s 
-first fund-raiser. And the Bosh team te comtmg tbe top 
money men with a special program, "The naaeeis. for 
those who pledge to bring in SlOO.OTOwiibm a few 
months. Sources said more than 200 peopl c had afready 

- S, *Mrchofthe $50 million Mr. Bush wants to coll«x win 
be raised by tire end of this year, m a nine-mtmth dash 
r. ■ . . j : ... nm his fmnT-nmner status 


\ it '• ' 



Willard Inter- Continental, Washington, D.C. 


Wkile everyone was debating 
tke idea of tlie Global Village 




-rival? Vi<» President Al Gore, who hjeraibaiked ante 
'own plan to break the fund-raising record. (wn 

Gore Runs Into Unfriendly Ads 

LOS ANGELES — Vice President Al Gore has con- 
cluded another whirlwind trip through Calrfoima^ 

reomlmg upmme poIitic^^h,sbow«»n^hM vrew ra 

education and getting his first 


we were 


building it. 


to StfSS advert^ that ofta. 
in^keMtf breaks caiuSdtfestrying to wm ^CaG- 
fomia's approximately 33 million residents has begun, 

events Monday, Mr. _Xtare 
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Russian Prosecutor Takes His Case 
To Parliament — and They Listen 

He Accuses Yeltsin Aides of Thwarting His Corruption Investigation 


By Michael Wines 

New York Times Service 


MOSCOW — The Communist-con- 
trolled lower house of Parliament 
listened raptly and with obvious pleas- 
ure on Wednesday as a rebellious crim- 
inal prosecutor accused President Boris 
Yeltsin’s aides of trying to derail for 
political reasons, his inquiry into high- 
level corruption at the Kremlin. 

The prosecutor, Yuri Skuraiov, said 
little that has not been said before in the 
long-running battle between himself and 
Mr. Yeltsin, who has now fired him 
twice. Bat neither did he do anything to 
erase an ominous sense that the struggle 
had gained a life of its own, and that Mr. 
Yeltsin — and the nation — are beaded 
into a political crisis of uncharted depth 
with no clear outcome. 

That was only underscored by the 
forum. 

The lower bouse of Parliament, the 
State Duma, is where legislators will 
decide next week whether to impeach 
Mr. Yeltsin on charges stemming from 
the collapse of the Soviet Union and the 
subsequent withering of its economy 
and democracy. 

In his brief speech to Parliament, Mr. 
Skuralov said the controversy surround- 
ing his inquiries had “gone beyond the 
framework of the personal and concerns 
the destiny of law and order in the coun- 
try.” 

“One cannot but notice that there is 
now a dearly visible process of remov- 


ing undesirable — more important, 
people of principle — in the power struc- 
tures,** he said. “U is impossible to say 
exactly what methods and financial 
means will be used to further discredit me 
and to further obstruct the prosecutor's 
office in its fight against corruption.” 

Mr. Skuralov, an ally of the Com- 
munists who hope to impeach Mr. 
Yeltsin, was seen as a rather undistin- 
guished prosecutor until the president 
fired him in February, only to see die 
Parliament unexpectedly overrule his 
decision. 

He has since become not just a ral- 
lying point for opposition to the pres- 
ident, but something of a martyr. Mr. 
Skuratov has said tittle specific about 
official corruption, beyond hinting that 
high officials benefited from contracts 
for Kremlin repair work given to a Swiss 
firm called Mabetex. 

But an apparent effort to discredit him 
by broadcasting a video tape on state 
television of his involvement with two 

C dtutes produced a backlash which 
sdMr. Yeltsin to fire the official said 
to be responsible for the broadcast 
Mir. Yeltsin decreed last week that Mr. 
Skuratov was suspended pending the 
outcome of a criminal investigation of 
the affair with the prostitutes, who were 
hired — according to some reports — by 
a banker seeking to thwart inquiries into 
his own misdeeds. 

But Mr. Skuratov struck back this 
week. His office issued warrants for the 
arrest of Boris Berezovsky and Mikhail 


s 


Smolensky, two of die business tycoons 
known as oligarchs who amassed for- 
tunes during Mr. Yeltsin’s early days as 
president and were important backers of 
his 1996 reelection campaign. 

Both men axe outside Russia and be- 
ond the reach of Russian law, at least 
now. Mr. Berezovsky said Wed- 
nesday that he planned to return to Rus- 
sia next week. 

In his appearance at Parliament, Mr. 
Skuratov charged that the investigation 
of his supposed involvement with pros- 
titutes was itself illegal, ordered in die 
dea d of nigh t by someone in Mr. 
Yeltsin’s office. 

The Moscow city prosecutor, Sergei 
Gerasimov, seemed to confirm that say- 
ing one of bis aides had been summoned 
to presidential offices during late boors 
last week and given statements from the 
prostitutes which formed the basis for an 
inquiry. 

Interior Minister Sergei Stepashin 
gave an entirely different view. He 
warned that outsiders “should not con- 
fuse concrete criminal cases with polit- 
ical moves,” and argued that Mr. Yeltsin 
had legal authority to suspend Mr. Skur- 
atov while an inquiry is in progress. 

■ Berezovsky Vows to Return 

Mr. Berezovsky pledged to be “in 
Moscow next week,' ’ in response to the 
warrant for his arrest on allegations that 
he laundered hundreds of millions of 
dollars from the airline Aeroflot. Agence 
France- Presse reported from Paris. 



UhtaMHBVnaAacdactAw 

The prosecutor, Yuri Skuratov, addressing the State Duma on Wed- 
nesday, He has become a rallying point for opposition to Mr. Yelt s i n . 


“To bide out in Paris, if that’s what 
you could call it. is not the proper solu- 
tion,” Mr. Berezovsky said at a news 
conference at the Hotel CriUon. “What 
is needed is a symbolic act to underline 
that right will prevail,” he added. 

Mr. Berezovsky controlled Aeroflot 


for several years, according to Russian 
media reports. 

The one-time Kremlin insider has also 
been charged with abase of office while 
holding a series of senior government 
posts, and of eng a ging in other illegal 
business activities. 


Kosovo Conflict Threatens Unity of Germany’s Social Democrats 


By John Schmid 

International Herald Tribune 


FRANKFURT — Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder has been working to keep his Social 
Democratic Party united behind NATO's air strikes 
against Yugoslavia, but dissent on the issue has 
emerged inside his party in advance of a special 
party congress Monday. 

Opponents of NATO's bombing campaign have 
prepared at least two resolutions that call for an 
immediate halt to the military action. 

“We do not believe that bombs are helping," 
said Detlef von Larcber, who leads a left-wing 
party faction called the Frankfurt Circle, which will 
submit one of the motions at the congress. 

In Bremen, meanwhile, the party’s branch will 
submit a resolution seeking an “immediate halt to 
military actions.” 

The conflict in Yugoslavia’s province of Kosovo 


now seems certain to dominate tbe party congress 
in Bonn, which Mr. Schroeder announced a month 
ago to formalize his appointment as tbe party’s new 
chairman. 

The original agenda, drafted before the raids 
began, was expected to run smoothly, with Mr. 
Schroeder' s trademark relish for carefully scripted 
television events. 

A party spokeswoman. Mar lias Stieglitz. said the 
300 delegates may never get the chance to vote on 
the anti-NATO motions because the to 

submit such resolutions had already passed. 

Party rules permit a cumbersome procedure to 
push last-minute resolutions onto the agenda, but 
other party sources said Mr. Schroeder would ex- 
ploit technicalities in the party rules to water down 
the resolutions or influence the outcome of a floor 
vote. 

Even without formal votes, the nationally tele- 
vised congress is shaping up as a potentially emo- 


tional display of NATO opposition within Ger- 
many’s governing party. 

Before Mr. Schroeder gives his keynote speech, 
tbe chancellor will allow speakers to air their views 
on Kosovo, Ms. Stieglitz said. “Essentially anyone 
can speak,” she said. 

Reacting to almost daily criticism within his 
party. Mr. Schroeder late Tuesday issued a state- 
ment to announce that the congress would open 
itself to a “detailed" and “intensive” debate over 
Kosovo. 

A speech on Kosovo by Defense Minister Rudolf 
Scharping, a staunch NATO supporter, has been 
added to the all-day agenda 

“Feud at the Party Congress?" a Bild headline 
asked Wednesday. 

German fighter pilots have flown their first com- 
bat missions since World War II, sparking a soul- 
searching debate among the remaining adherents of 
Germany’s once- powerful peace movement. 


But public opinion continues to support Mr. 
Schroeder. 

A poll by the Forsa Institute this week showed 63 
percent of Germans supported NATO's actions. 
Mr, Schroeder is still drafting his speech, a party 
official said, but it is expected to highlight Ger- 
many’s leading role in nnriianttarian aid to the 
Kosovo refugees. 

He is also expected to express sympathy with the 
pacifists, saying no one welcomed the military 
option. 

Gemot Erler, Mr. Scbroeder’s deputy whip in tire 
Bundestag, this week promised a “straggle" over 
the Kosovo issue. Mr. Schroeder must press his 
case more convincingly to the party’s skeptics, Mr. 
Erler said. 

Tbe Greens party, Mr. Schroeder’ s junior co- 
alition partner, has announced a national party 
congress in May to debate Kosovo. The Greens 
grew out of the Cold War pacifist movement 
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India’s Nationalist Party Fights 
To Keep Shaky Coalition Alive 


Agence Frartce-Presse 

NEW DELHI — The governing 
Hindu nationalist party lobbied for sup- 
port Wednesday to ensure the survival of 
its minority coalition in the face of 
mounting opposition moves to topple 
ti» government 

Jagdish Prasad Mathur, a spokesman 
for Prime Minister Atal Behan Vaj- 
payee’s rightist Hindu Bharatiya Janata 
Party, said the resignation of two min- 
isters belonging to the alliance’s second 
biggest partner would not dislodge the 
government 

“We are in touch with individuals, 
political parties and groups,” he said. 
“The response has been very positive 
and we have received expressions of 
support.” He declined to give details. 

Home Minister Lai Krishna Advani, 
the cabinet No. 2, conceded Wednesday 
that tbe coalition was shaky. 

Mr. Advani said: “Our problem is not 
our allies or our own party but our arith- 
metic in Parliament This problem has 
been there since we came to power. ’ ’ He 
added that people had been predicting 
the government’s collapse for more than 
a year. “But they were disappointed 
earlier and will be disappointed now," 
he said. 

India's biggest Communist Party 
offered late Tuesday to support the main 


it was eager for fresh elections, hoping to 
be elected with a majority. 

The crisis was triggered by the resig- 
nation Tuesday of two federal minis ters 
from the government Both are members 
of the regional All India Anna Dravida 
Munnetra Kazagham Party, headed by 
Jayalalitha Jayaram, a former actress. 

The move to poll out the ministers, 
whose resignation has yet to be accepted 
by Mr. Vajpayee, is widely seen as a 
prelude to Miss Jayaxam’s party with- 
drawing from the coalition. 

Her party, which has 18 members in 
the ruling alliance, could bring down tbe 
13-month-old government by withdraw- 
ing. Sources close to Mr. Vajpayee said 
in that event, the coalition would fail 
short of a simple majority in Parliament 
by 15 seats. 

Miss Jayaram, who first attacked Mr. 
Vajpayee over the sacking of a navy 
chief and demanded the ousting of De- 
fense Minister George Fernandes, later 
trained her guns on reported moves by 
the government to offer its 50 percent 
stake in India’s largest carmaker to a 
Japanese firm. 

La te Tuesday, the charismatic actress 
launched a blistering attack on Mr. Vaj- 
payee, Mr. Advani and Mr. Fernandes, 
accusing them of failing to check 
Muslim “terrorists” in southern India 
backed by the fugitive Saudi billionaire 
Osama bin Laden. 


BRIEFLY 


Ukraine Schedules 
Presidential Vote 


Pari ifc- 


Of 
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KIEV — The Ukrainian - — * 
meat on Wednesday set the date 
the first round of the wearier* 
election this year for Oct 31, 
Interfex news agency reported. 

Early this year, opinion T 
showed that the incumbent m*- 

ident Leonid Kuchma, was die fiont- 

ronnar and had strong media batt- 
ing. But nine out of 10 Ukrainians 
are dissatisfied with the e conom y, 
and more than half favor a return to 
socialist economic policies, a 1998 
poll found. (AFP) 

BritonPleads Guilty 
To Store Bombings 

LONDON — A 61-year-old un- 

nesday^o bonding brandies of a 
supermarket chain and a bank in an 
attempt to extort money. 

Edgar Pearce admitted dot he 
was the so-called Mardi Gra 
bomber, believed to have master- 
minded a string of 36 attacks over 
four years aimed at J. Sainsbuty 
PLC stores and branches of 
Barclays Bank PLC 

Although only one person was 
seriously injured by the devices, the 
police feared that the attacker was 
prepared to cause injury and death. 

Mr. Pearce pleaded guilty to 20 
charges of blackmail and illegally 
possessing firearms and explosives. 
He will be sentenced later. (AP) 

Finn Parties Clash 
At Coalition Talks 

HELSINKI — Negotiations to 
form a new government in Finland 
began Wednesday with a clash be- 
tween the dominant Social Demo- 
crats and their erstwhile coalition 
allies, the Conservatives, overtrade 
union influence. 

The Conservatives said they were 
worried that die Social Democrats 
were pushing an unacceptable, trade 
union-inspired agenda. 

The tension came as the Social 
Democrats’ prime minister-desig- 
nate, Paavo Lipponen. met with 
party leaders seeking to form a new 
coalition. ‘ ( Reuters ) 

Explosive Set Off 
Near Franco Tomb 

MADRID — An explosive 
device went off Wednesday in a 
church housing the remains of Gen- 
eral Francisco Franco, igniting a 
fire, news reports said. There were 
no immediate reports of injuries. 

Before the blast, a caller claiming 
to represent a leftist group told the 
newspaper El Pais there would be an 
explosion at the Valley of the 
Fallen, a cavernous basilica and 
monument carved into the side of a 
hill about 50 kilometers (30 miles) 
north west ofMadrid. Banco ’s tomb 
is near the church’s main altar. 

Tbe complex, which features a 
huge cross rising up from the hill, 
was built in memory of the Franco- 
led fascist forces that won Spain’s 
1936-39 Ova War. (AP) 

Swiss Plan to Sign 
Genocide Accord 

BERN — The Swiss cabinet an- 
nounced its intention Wednesday to 
sign the international Genocide 
Convention as the first Swiss army 
helicopter arrived in Albania to help 
aid Kosovo refugees. 

The cabinet said the move had 
particular importance “due to re- 
cent events.” 

There are 129 stales currently 
party to the Genocide Convention, 
which was created after World War 
2L It forbids genocide either in 
peace or war and obliges nations to 
prevent or stop genocide. (AP) 
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i Orchestra 
alternative 
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around (he deck? 
loTemble — - 

14 Last words? 

15 Opposite of sur 
f a Four-tetter word 
17 Architect 

Saarinen 
ns Company 
whose logo has 
a red "o’ 
is Cogitate 
to Noted dreefor 

who acted m 
30-Across with 
35-Across 


raBudofbasebaD 
a« Before, onco 
25 Isle of Man - 
residents 
29 Brought up 
3oSee2D-Across 
a* Cast, neighbor 

33 Midpoint Abbr. 

34 On a rod 

35 See 20-Acrosa 

and54-Acrt8S 

40 Big — • — 

41 Link 

ezCiassfiedinte. 
43 See 54- Across 
4« Singer Mel and 
namesakes 
«» Napoteon led 
one 

BOToroetW 


92 PaiKNJ. 

54 Noted director 
who acted fin 
43- Across with 
35-Across 
S7 Drunk’s tipoff 
59 Plant and animal 
Ha 

« Andrews of *The 
Mod Squad* 
ci Money writer 

Marshall 

«2 'A house a 

home* 


Solution to Puzzle of April 7 


ALTO 


ljuebq aaaaa 

□SUE OBI3EB 

QGEQQasQBEjaaaaa 
□□□ asaa behgj 
aaa sbqkhb 



saaES aas 

QQaa □□eb 

QBBBQaaaaaaaaiDa 
LjDuu aaaaa □□□□ 
L3HQH UQBQQ 


64 The rich man in 
“flfoi Man, Poor 
Man" 

as Some guard 
dogs, ter «h«t 
99 Get better 


DOW* 

1 Loamy deposit 

2 Good dog 
aSSmmlngdevfce 
4SomeEngteh 

students ' 

s“ Roan’ 

(Beech Boys Wtj 
6 Spent 
r Shady afeove 

• Kind of heel 

• Push, maybe 
to Tabby'* mate 
ii Wisconsin city 


« Exciting times In 
theNJ.T. 

13 WOff 

21 Plume source 

22 Earlier 
29 Brave one 
» Harden 
2# 1980 Tony 

winner 

»i (Suck's’ ad 

Bridie*’ 

33 29-Down rale 
•s Precious 
39 Not permeated 
(vrtth) 

37 say 

39 1938 Physics 
Nobetet 


40 Support 
provider 
44Nsgh 

45 Terre's opposite 

4« A lonely place, 
so they say 

er Store, as fodder 
49 Ad dressing? 
stmt — . 

53 successively 

33 Rower stats 

M Tanks 

*r Certain camera, 
far short 

» BasebaTa Srocft 





puao byDwfcj i. 

6 New York Times/Edited in Will Shorty 


FOREYVESEtfEIYT 

LWORMA3ION 

Read THE MONET EtEPOM 

every Saturday in the IHT 


L 




- >T-r t- * ■ 






Now there’s an 
airline alliance that 
revolves around you 
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Now there’s an alliance that makes international travel 
easier, and more rewarding, than ever before. With 
worldwide recognition on five of the world’s finest 
airlines. Access to even more lounges. Smoother 
transfers. And the ability to earn and redeem frequent flyer 
miles to even more destinations. All with over 220,000 
people at your service to help you enjoy, every trip. 
www.oneworldalliance.com 
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Argentine Peak Yields 500 -Year- Old Mummies 


By John Noble Wilford 

file**’ fork Times Service 


NEW YORK — After climbing to the 
22,000-foot summit of a volcano in nonhem 
Argentina, archaeologists have found three 
frozen Inca mummies, 500-year-old remains of 
a ritual sacrifice, which are so well preserved 
that blood is still present in the heart and 
lungs. 

Hie bodies of two girls and a boy were buried 
beneath 5 feet (1 .5 meters) of rock and dirt, amid 
a cache of statuettes, pottery and ornate textiles 
associated with human sacrifice in the Inca 
reUgion. 

They had apparently been frozen since im- 
mediately after death. Two of the mummies 
were in such excellent condition, physicians 
said, that all their internal organs were intact. It 
was as if they had died only recently. 

Archaeologists and other scholars said that 
the findings should yield important insights into 
the religion and the worship of sacred moun- 
tains in the Inca empire, which spanned most of 
the Andes and the western coast of South Amer- 
ica at the time of the Spanish conquest in the 
early 16th century. 

They said the mummies and artifacts were 
even more impressive than the discovery of the 
Peruvian ‘ ‘Ice Maiden, ' ’ another frozen body of 
an Inca sacrifice found in 1995. 

The new discovery, made on Mount Liul- 
laillaco, at Argentina's border with Chile, was 
announced Tuesday by Dr. Johan Reinhard, an 
American archaeologist and mountaineer who 
led an American- Argentine-Peruvian expedition 


supported by die National Geographic Society. 

He described the mummies and other finds at 
a news conference in Salta. Argentina, and in a 
phone interview. 

“The preservation of the mummies is just 
fantastic," Mr. Reinhard said. “It’s eerie look- 
ing at the arms. You can still see the light hair on 
their arms." 

He said they were the best preserved of any 
mummy he had ever seen. In recent years, he has 
climbed mountains in Argentina. Chile and Peru 
and come down with 18 mummies, all apparent 
sacrifices to the sacred mountains. 

Physicians so far could not establish how the 
three individuals, probably between 8 and 15 
years old, met their deaths. 

As far as the explorers could determine, the 
mummies and other offerings to the Inca gods 
appeared to have been undisturbed through the 
centuries. 

Gold, silver and shell statues, from 2 to 7 
inches (5 to 18 centimeters) tall, were arranged 
on the burial platform just as they probably were 
for the ritual sacrifices. Half of the statues were 
clothed. Other artifacts included pottery, some 
of it still containing food, and bundles of alpaca 
textiles that appeared to establish the sacrifice 
victims as elite members of Che society. 

“The undamaged female has a beautiful, 
yellow geometrically designed cover laid over 
her outer mantle," Mr. Reinhard said. She also 
wore a feathered headdress. 


At about the 17,000-foot level, the expedition 
found die stone mins and ceramics of a camp 
where participants in the rituals presumably 
stayed before the final ascent to the peak. 


“From a scientific point of view." said Dr. 
Craig Morris, an Andean anthropologist at the 
American Museum of Natural History in New 
York City, “these artifacts and the base camp 
are at least as important as the mummies in 
determining the meaning of these rituals." 

The textiles, for example, were expected to 
provide dues to the status and ethnic origins of 
the young people chosen for human sacrifice. 

Dr. Richard Burger, an archaeologist of early 
Andean civilizations at Yale University, said 
that the preservation of the bodies gave medical 
scientists an opportunity to conduct more re- 
vealing tests of the diet health and genetics of 
the victims. 

Hie blood should lead to DNA studies of the 
genetic composition of these people. 

These and other recent discoveries, Mr. Burger 
said, were important as established cases of ca- 
pac cocha, or human offerings, by the Inca 
because there had been a suspicion that the 
Spanish conquerors had exaggerated their ac- 
counts of such practices, as well as cannibalism 
and odd sexual mores, to justify their conquests. 

Mr. Reinhard bad explored Mount Llullail- 
laco several times before, mapping ruins and 
trying the trail to the top. Last month, the 
expedition battled driving snow and winds near 
the summit “We had several days of finding 
no thing," he said. “I was about to give up." 

On March 16. the team found the first burial. 
One of the workers had to be lowered into a hole 
by his ankles so that he could puli the mummy 
oul Then they found the two others. 

One of the mummies had beea damaged by 
lightning, but the two others were undamaged. 
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How the Libyans 
Were Brought In 

Secrecy Shrouded the Operation 




; - * W 


By Judith Miller 

New Yxvk Ttmes Service 


The face of one of three mummies 
found at the summit of a volcano. 


UNITED NATIONS, New York — The operation wai £ 
intricate, complex and above all. secret No one except Hans v 
Corell chief legal counsel for the United Nations not even 
sSremry-Genml Kofi Annan — knew the details surround; 
ing thelogistics for the surrender of the WoLibyan 
charged with planting the bomb that downed Pan Am Flight 

103 over Lockerbie, Scotland. „ . . 

In interviews, Mr. Annan, Mr. Corell and other senior 
diplomats described eight months 01 ^ 

logistical maneuvering that 


ing a decadelong diplomat ,mpa«e ^dg.y^g tte m. 


Lilt; p u^vouwiviir r , - • , ■ 

creasingly marginalized United Nations a sorely needed ig?- 

t °vir. Annan disclosed, for instance, that all the legal 
logistical problems had been resolved by imd-Novwnber .He 


and Mr. Corel! had even already asked Italy to lend the United 
Nations a Boeing 707 jet on which UN markings were 

^MbrCorell had located and interviewed trustworthy pilots, 
personally approved the flight plan to the Netherlands and 
recruited doctors and nurses to accompany the two “pas- 
sengers. “as he called them. He had even ordered appropriate 
food — no ham, shellfish or alcohol, in keeping with Muslim 
dietary prohibitions — and taken steps to ensure that the food 
would not be poisoned. 

Then Colonel Moammar Gadhafi. Libya’s eccentric leader, ^ ; 
balked at the deal that he and the Arab League had originally £=; 
proposed: putting the two suspected intelligence agents on 
trial in a third country. 

So Mr. Annan orchestrated a discreet but relentless political 
campaign to persuade Colonel Gadhafi, including a hitherto 
secret appeal by Prime M inister Y evgeni Primakov of Russia: 

As part of this appeal, the United States assured Libya that the 
trial would not be used to undermine the colonel’s rule. 

Mr. Arman said he had realized early in his tenure a§ 
secretary-general that Libya was slowly persua di ng the Or- 
ganization of African Unity, the Arab League and other 
countries that the two Libyan suspects. Abdel Basset All 
Megrahi and Lamen Khalifa Fhirnah, would never get a fair 
trial in Britain or the United States. ■- 

Chad, Niger and Gambia, among other African slates; 
began flouting the LIN sanctions by flying their leaders or 
senior officials into Tripoli airport. And last summer the 53 > . 

members of the Organization for African Unity voted to stop 
abiding by the sanctions. > 

Mr. Annan said he realized that if NATO did not find a way '> ' 

forward, the economic sanctions would lose all legitimacy. __ / 

At the same time, he said, by rejecting “every Libyan 
proposal." the United States and Britain “had boxed them- 
selves into a situation of being the stubborn negative ones.’’ 

What Mr. Annan called the “first crack” in the impasse 
occurred last August when first Britain then, more reluctantly; v | 1 
the United States agreed to the Libyan-endorsed Arab League j 

proposal that the two men could stand trial in the Netherlands If i 
under Scottish law. j|; ; 

“We ultimately decided,' ' an American official said, “thaf 
agreeing to the Libyan proposal of a trial in a third country 
would box Libya in.” 

If Colonel Gadhafi agreed, “the impasse would be over,” 
the official said. “If he did not accept a version of his own - — - 
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proposal, he would be embarrassed and ultimately iso- 
lated.” 


Last October and November. UN lawyers led by Mr. Corell 
and a Libyan legal -.team -led .hy Kamel Hass an Maghur. a 
former- foreign minister, met quietly .at. the United Nations 
o ver'several weeks to- *.‘clarify'’- die many thorny questions: 
Who would be authorized to defend the Libyans in a Scottish 
court of law in the Netherlands? Would the suspects would bef 
considered “passengers” or “prisoners” on the flight from 
Libya? 


Mr. Corell quietly began preparing for the surrender and 
transfer. AH of the legal issues and arrangements were com-, 
pleted by Nov. 13, Mr. Corell said, but still there was not 
political decision from Colonel Gadhafi. 

“It's one thing to work with the technicians and another ta A 
get a political decision." Mr. Annan said. “And we needed H T 
political. decision, which is why I went to work.” j 

In early December, Mr. Annan flew to Libya to meet with 
Colonel Gadhafi. After several hours of one-on-one dis- 
cussions in the leader's tent outside Sine, his desert capital; 
Mr. Annan said, he left convinced that the colonel had realized) 
that a deal “had to be done.” ! 

But the Libyan had repeatedly vowed publicly never to tuna 
the suspects over to a foreign court “So he had to manage hiff 
own reality.' ' Mr. Annan said, “and reverse the dynamics hfl 
had created." 

Taking no chances, Mr. Annan flew from Libya to an Aratr 
summit meeting in the United Arab Emirates, where bq 
enlisted promises of mediation and other support from Pres-# 
ideal Nelson Mandela of South Africa and Crown Prince} 
Abdullah ibn Abdulaziz of Saudi Arabia and their emissaries^ 
fri the ensuing weeks, be said, he recruited dozens of leaders* 
including President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt and Mr. Pri- 
makov. to urge Colonel Gadhafi to accept the deal. i 

A U.S. official agreed that Russia, which has opposech 
American policy on Iraq and Kosovo, had been “very help* 
ful” in resolving the Libyan impasse. 

Most of the diplomats interviewed said they began td* 
believe that Colonel Gadhafi would surrender the suspects as 
promised only after Mr. Mandela announced it on March 1 9 is- jA 
a speech at Colonel Gadhafi’s side in Tripoli. . T 

Even then, Mr. Corell was so secretive that not even Mr.* 
Annan knew exactly when, where and how the Libyans wooldi 
be moved. 
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With Sanctions Lifted, 
Libyan Airlines Flies 


Pie Associated Press 

CAIRO — Libyan Airlines 
celebrated its new interna- 
tional legality Wednesday by 
bringing home about 150 pil- 
grims from Saudi Arabia. 

Hour; earlier, the airline 
made its first international 
flight since the UN air em- 
bargo against it was suspended 
Monday, flying to Malta and 
back, Libyan Television said. 

Libya broke the embargo 


when it flew a group of pil-> 
grims to Saudi Arabia on 
March 18. It has violated the! 
embargo every year since 
1994 to fly its citizens to t inf 


a-.'-. '411#' 


annual pilgrimage in Mecca. , 
The UN Security Council i 
unposed the -sanctions in| j 
1992 over an investigation of j ! 
the bombing of Pan Am)* | 
Flight 103 h 1988. Libya! 
handed over two suspects in; 
the bombing this week. • j 
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onics’ Puts a New Spin on PC Building Blocks gjjvggjjw 


By John Markoff 
Ne»Y*krmexS *r«r* 

S ^ FRANasGc) — A group of IBM 
“*5 1 “ t wcek *at they had 
J designed the btnldiim 

S?y ,in fi &S^ er 

inSS* based cm tfe new technology, 
“ naa *Rn& noetic junction rao- 

™i5^ SS .25 noiy ’ ^™J-RAM to short, 
. would be uitrafast, contone very little power 

Ohm toS.'“ m:d *“ 

’ ^ ™?h they wonld contone the best fea- 
ture of computer disks, which can store 
prwhgious amounts of information, and con- 
ventional memory chips, which are fest but 
dinutea xd capacity. 

r An IBM researcher revealed at a meeting of 

Khe American Physical Society in Atlantalast 
month that a small research team westing at 
tlw company’s Ahnaden Research Laboratory 
m San Jose, California, had succeeded in build- 
ing microscopic magnetic memory cdls that 
c an switch on and off as quickly as he fastest 
microprocessor chips, consume power only 
.when reading and writing, and are almost as 
small as the tmy capacitors that store datam the 
most advanced conventional memory drips 
4 hi. k contrast, current memory chips must be 
-^continually electrically refreshed while op- 
erating, because the electrical charge con- 
tinuously leaks from the mzQjons of storage 
capacitors that mak e op the chips. 

» “This is the holy grail of computer mem- 
ory.” said Randy Isaac, a vice president at 
IBM’s Thomas J. Watson Research Cento. 
‘This is the result of a global quest that has 

gone on for decades.” 

- Indeed, the advance is a crucial step toward 
a new class of electronic mate rials a nd a new 
kind of microelectronics, which has b ee n 
named “spmtrooics” because it is based on 
the ability to detect and control the spins of 
electrons in ferromagnetic materials. 

Spin is an aspect of quantum mechanics 
• the rules that govern subatomic physics, that 
is still untapped commercially. According to 





c current are spinning in a random miy 


of quantum states known as up and down. 

By ordering this mayhem in a process ana- 
logous to the polarization of light — in effect, 
aligning the quantum spins to be either all np 
or all down — scientists can create the “off” 
and “on” states central to computer cal- 
culations and give the di gital revolution a 
remarkable new dimension. 

S PINTRONICS is already a billion-dol- 
lar industry because of another IBM 
innovation based on a phenomenon 
known as giant magnetaresistance, winch is 
being used to read hard disks. In the so-called 
GMR effect, tiny magnetic fields are used to 
control tite electrical resistance of a sandwich 
of alternating layers of magnetic and non- 
magnetic metals. 

m recent years, progress at research lab- 
oratories in the United States, Europe and 
Japan has touched off an international race 


fGnbeAadu/DfT 


among scientists who believe that spintronics 
may offer dramatic gains in memory and 
processing power in the next century. 

In the United States, a number of compa- 
nies, including IBM, Honeywell Inc., Hew- 
lett-Packard Co. and Motorola Inc., are work- 
ing on spintronics, according to Smart Wolf, 
who is in charge of financing pentagon re- 
search in tiie field. 

“In two or three years there will be results 
in this field that will make people sit up and 
take notice,” he said. 

The new TMJ-RAM devices combine the 
phenomenon of spin with another heretofore 
elusive quantum feature known as tunneling s 
in which current can pass from one metal layer 
to another, s witching its spin from up to down, 
like a ghost melting through a walL 

“We've been able to improve these ma- 
terials beyond my wildest dreams,” said Stuart 
Parkin, the IBM physicist who leads the Al- 


Remote-Control Health Care: 
AU You Need Is Trusty HANC 


By Eric Nagoumey 

New York Tones Service 

G LORIA BEIJST.F. probably is not the 
kind of patient doctors had in mind 
when they first envi sione d treating 
medically underserved people from afar with 
hi eh -technology diaPoosric tools. 


like any patieuXrecexvisg such care inroraJ 
America, Mrs. Betide, who has congestive 
heart tolurc, does not generally see the med- 
ical practitioners follow^ her condRfoo- In- 
stead, twice a day she sits in front of a com- 
puterized machine that asks, “How caul help 
you?” It men proceeds to measure everything 
from her blood pressure to her heart rhythm. 

But Mrs. Beifele, 5G, lives not on a ferm in 
| the outreacbes erf rural America, but on the 
" South Side of Chicago. To receive her ex- 
amination, she need only make her way to tiie 

dining room of her two-iftory bouse. 

She is part of a (rend in the practice of 
“telemedicine.” Increasingly, authorities say, 
telemedical equipment, from tiie most basic to 
the most elaborate, is sp reading from small 
medical centers in the undetserved parts of flic 
world that spurred its birth several decades ago 
to homes in densely populated areas. 

Driven by health care providers who hope 
to cut costs and by advocates who say the 
practice actually increases the attention given 
to pa tien t s , electronic remote home case is 
being used to monitor patients with widely 
diverse con d i tions jiyjwlipg chronic illnesses 
and high-risk pregnancies. 

The technology has also helped shorten 
hospital stays, because patients can now be 
monitored at home. And doctors say it rs 
especially useful for homebound patients, m- 


l ASIA BIG ON INFORMATION: Asian 
countries in general, and Singapore inpar- 
ticular, have outpaced modi of the world m 
the information technology field, an industry 
research group said. 

International Date Carp, placed Singapore 
in fourth place — behind the United States, 
Sweden and Finland — mits annual In- 
formation Society Index rankings tor two. 

Singapore, whose government is promot- 
ing infraction technology in virtuafly every 
aspect of society, ranked 11th m the 1997 

Other Asia-Pacific countries high in the. 
1998 rankings wen Australia (SX Japan (9/, 


eluding many elderly people. 

“I think people have come to realize that it 
can be just as hard to get across an urban area 
as it is to go 200 miles m a rural area,” said Dr. 
Ace Alteo, a physician in Kansas who edits 
Telemedicine Today magazine. 

- In an article in the Journal of the American 
Medical Association, Dr. Allen and two col- 
leagues reported a sharp increase in the use of 
the equipment, -both in and out of the home, 
from 1,715 consultations in 1993 to a pro- 
jected 9QJOOO last year in the United States. 

In the last several years, the magazine re- 
ported, use has doubled each year, a trend that 
Dr. Allen said seemed to be holding true for 
tiie remote care at home. 

As high-capacity Internet lines spread to 
ordinary households, allowing people to 
quickly transmit high-quality video images 
and other data, the practice is expected to 
become more widespread. 

Stitt, few would suggest that tins kind of 
home rare will overshadow the traditional 
role of the remote monitoring: treating people 
in hard-to-reach places. 

For Mrs. Belisle, who has been using the 
technology for about two years, it has helped 
her control a condition to which her doctors 
had considered a heart transplant 

Morning and evening, Mrs. Belisle sits in 
front of HANC, or home-assisted nursing 
care. She attaches three electronic leads to her 
chest so that the machine can check her heart 
with an electrocardiogram. She slips her arm 
into a cuff so that her blood pressure can be 
measured. Sheputs her finger in a small sleeve 
so dial her pulse and blood-oxygen level ran 
be taken. And she enters her weight. The 
machine can also handle an electronic steth- 



maden research group. “These are wonderful 
devices because in principle you can scale 
them through many, many generations.” 
Such memories might have a broad impact 
on the design of computers, he said, because 
they could be applied at both the veiy high and 
very low ends of tiie computer industry. 

Because current memory chips are much 
slower than microprocessor chips, computer 
design is based on a hierarchy of memory. A 
conventional personal computer will have a 
number of different types of memory, which 
descend in speed and increase in capacity. 

This hierarchy ranges from the so-called 
uitrafast cache, which is built directly into the 
microprocessor and stores data and parts of 
the program used most frequently, to the 
magnetic computer disk, which is the slowest 
part of the system but holds the most data. 

Computers based on the new type of 
quantum-effect memory would not only start 
instantly, because program information and 
data could be permanently stored, but would 
also be faster, because the TMJ-RAM 
memory would keep pace with the fastest 
microprocessor chips. 

M EMORIES based on quanturn-tun- 
neling effects were first predicted 
theoretically by John Slonczew&ki, 
an IBM physicist at the Watson Research 
Cento, in 1975. But it was not until three 
years ago, when research groups at Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Technology and in Ja- 
pan simultaneously were able to demonstrate 
the magnetic tunneling effect, that Mr. Par- 
kin’s group returned to tiie field. 

The scale of the research is remarkably 
small For example, the aluminum dioxide 
insulating layer in the tiny sandwich of iron- 
cobalt magnets that makes up the experi- 
mental memory cell is only four atoms thick. 

The electrical resistance of that layer was 
lowered 10-million-fold at room temperature. 
This allowed current to ‘ ‘tunnel” between the 
layers, altering tiie direction of the spin in one 
of the magnets and creating the equivalent of 
a digital 1 or 0. 

So far tiie group has demonstrated reading 
and writing times of about 10 nanoseconds, 
about six times faster than current dynamic 
random access memories. 
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Mrs. Belisle is monitored by HANC, an electronic remote nursing care machine. 


oscope, allowing remote examination of the 
heart and lungs. 

The machine stores the information and 
relays it to nurses at the home-care agency 
monitoring her condition — immediately, if 
there is a problem. 

By her own admission, before her machine 
arrived, when nurses visited several times a 
week. Mis. Belisle was not always the best 
patient Weakened by her illness, she did not 
always find the strength to take her medicine. 

HANC however, is hard to ignore. It tells 
Mrs. Belisle when it is time to take her medi- 
cine. 

“He gets louder and louder until you re- 
spond,’ ’ she said. If his Hptrpanrf re mains un- 
satisfied, the machine contacts the nurses. 

While the machine Mrs. Belisle is using is 
top of the line, costing about $12,000, doctors 


say they have been getting good results with 
equipment that costs often under $1,000. 

Concerns remain over whether the remote 
equipment will strip medical treatment of its 
human element. Advocates say that patients 
and, over time, health providers, have been 
generally positive about the technology, won 
over by the machines' power to allow nu- 
merous contacts with a doctor or nurse each 
day, instead of just several a week. 

Mrs. Belisle acknowledged she was con- 
cerned at first- “I miss my nurses,” she said. 
“When they first stopped coming, I didn’t 
know if 1 could cope without them.” 

Gradually, she said, her machine won her 
over, and now she has nothing but praise for 
her caregiver — or, almost. “My only com- 
plaint with HANC: I hate him on Sunday 
morning,” Mis. Belisle said. 
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Hong Kcrng (12), New Zealand (13), South 
Korea (20) anATaiwan (21). (AFP) 

VIRUS IN APTIVA PC: International 
Business Machines Carp, said that several 
thousand of its Aptiya personal computers 
sold to consumers might be infected with a 
virus dial can shut down tiie PC. 

. TheAptivaPC^ that may be affected include 
models 240, 301, 520 and 580 that were built 
between March 5 and March 17. The virus, 
culled C3H, is spread when some files are 
transferred from one PC to another. The bag 
may shutdown the machine if tile computer’s 
Internal calendar reads April 26 of any year. 
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Technology stock indexes around m world: 

North America TU-rayck*. 

pacific Exchange Tech 525,34 

S&PTeCh Composite 1,393.50 
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The affected machines are labeled with 
either AM909, AM910 or AM911 after the 
letters “MFG DATE” on the Underwriters 
Laboratory log on the back of the Aptiva. IBM 
said it was providing a program to help erad- 
icate tiie vims. (Bloomberg) 

A TROPHY LIFE: After 21 years, tbe 
jockey John Sellers had given up searching for 
his stolen 1961 Kentucky Derby trophy. Then 
he found it on tiie Internet 

The sterling silver trophy was one of the 
most popular horse racing items ever offered 
by an Internet auction house, eBay Inc., at- 
tracting 41 bids and a final price of $4,300. It 
also attracted the attention of the police. 

Back on April 18, 1978, Mr. Sellers re- 
pented tlmt 12 racing trophies and a television 
set had been stolen from bis home in Mon- 
rovia, Catifftrwia, according to tbe police. He 
wan tiie trophy aboard Carry Back. 

Ronald Rovig, who runs a consulting com- 
pany in Florida, bought tiie trophy and will 
r e am it to Mr. Sellers at tiie Kentucky Derby 
this year, said Mr. Rovig' s attorney, John 
Galiuzzo. The seUer sad she bad bought it 
from a dealer. (Bloomberg) 

SPEAK TO ME: Another U.S. power- 
house has tamed an eye to the Belgian firm 
Lcxnout & Hauspie Speech Products NV , the 
biggest European maker of speech-recogni- 
tion software. 

Intel Carp, agreed this week to invest $30 
million in the company. 

- Microsoft Coro, last month said it would 
increase its stake mLeraont to 7 percent, after 
havin g first acquired shares in September 
1997. 

As a result of the new investment, Dirk 
Sadens, an analyst at Bank Degroof, raised 
his rating on tiie stock to “buy” from “ neu- 
tral/’ (. Bloomberg ) 

MULTIPLY B Y 3, C AJRRY THE 6: How 
much toil a 1 percent annual fee reduce the 
final aiy^n nt balance in a mutual fund in- 



HEADBONE CONNECTED TO THE 
HEADSET — Temco Japan has de- 
veloped a military communications 
device that conducts sound via bones. 

vestment over a 20-year period? A new com- 
puter program developed by U.S. regulators 
will help mutual fund investors find tbe an- 
swer. (It’s 18 percent.) 

The mutual fund cost calculator will allow 
investors to examine the costs of funds and 
compare different funds. Tbe Securities and 
Exchange Commission has been poshing the 
m uftml nmd industry for improved disclosure 
of fund fees and investment risks. 

Tbe calculator is available on the SEC’s 
Web site at wwwjec.gov and through the Web 
site of the Investment Company Institute, the 
tnnoiAl ftmd industry’s trade group, at 
www.iei.org. (AP) 
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The Comquest TV Laptop ($139.99), for ages 8 and 
up, can plug into a TV or be linked to a computer. 

Toy Computers 
Are Still Magical 


By Josh Barbanel 

Nett- York Times Service 

N EW YORK — If only it were 1985, a millennium 
3go in the world of computers. Then Team Con- 
cepts Holdings Ltd/s Comquest Disk Master and 
Vtech Holdings Ltd.’s Master Pad Deluxe would be con- 
sidered brilliant inventions rather than fodder for the toy 
box, and their creators might be billionaire monopolists. 

Today, these devices look like crude laptops or desktop 
computers, with very small screens and flims y plastic 
cases. Just like adult computers, they have keyboards and 
mice, but they beep a lot, talk back, make simple music 
and allow chOdren to play games, practice math and 
spelling and sometimes even write letters, print out 
documents and send e-maiL Some also play compact 
discs. Batteries are not included. 

They are merely toys, sold at (relatively) low prices and 
marketed as learning devices. They are sometimes billed 
as a child's first computer, insinuating themselves into the 
minds of parents who may fret about parental inadequacy 
or the higher cost of a “real” computer. 

But these toys raise intriguing questions about the world 
of computers: Why do they have to be so complicated? Do 
we really need all those fancy-sehmancy graphics and rich 
sounds? And. finally, what is the point of a toy computer, 
when an adult version may soon drop below S500? 

Toy computers can understand keyboard and mouse- 
click commands, and have speakers and built-in software 
just like the real thing. What makes them toys, and it is 
both a strength and a weakness, is that just about ev- 
erything in them — except the words that children can 
bang out on their simple word processors — is controlled 
by the toy manufacturer. 

There is no software to buy, no operating system to 
worry about, just buttons and clicks that call up the pre- 
installed software. 

T O KEEP costs down, toy computers come with 
tiny, often fuzzy green screens, some as small as 5 
by 10 centimeters (.2 by 4 inches). They show large 
block letters and one-color graphics in the style of the 
mid-1980s, when there were only monochrome-graphics 
cards. Images are often hard to decipher and only a few' 
words appear at a time, though some models can be 
plugged into a television set for a larger picture. 

Most educational software for PCs dances and crackles 
across ever-larger home computer monitors, in dazzling 
colors and speed, with szlken voices and deep levels of 
interactivity. In contrast, the software on the toy com- 
puters is elementary and sometimes simple-minded — so 
crude that educational software developers would not 
even give it away. You begin to wonder whether the 
manufacturers are bottom-scavengers taking advantage 
of parental ignorance. 

And yet the toys have a magic about them. They remind 
me of the power of computers in the 1980s, before 
Windows, when computers were new. All we had were 
basic text-based monitors and shareware educational 
programs, and we still managed to build vast imaginative 
worlds from them. 

Even children who use real computers and the Nin- 
tendo 64 game system (and is there a reason I have not 
seen a Nintendo spelling game?) are quickly engaged in a 
toy computer’s play and learning activities. Once that 
happens, the screen quality does nor matter too much. 
Sometimes content wins out over form. 

In simplicity there is strength. Anyone who has stayed 
up into the early morning hours trying to get a sound card 
to work or software to run will appreciate the value of a 
system that operates without adult interference. It made 
me wonder whether all computers should be designed 
with a kid-mode button that turns on self-contained, 
guaranteed-to-work programs. 

There is also the power of ownership. Children who 
spend hours playing games on mom’s desktop love 
having a computer of their own. 


V TECH’S Master Pad Deluxe, at about $90, is 
designed for children 8 and up. Ir will make its 
debut this fall with 63 activities, including tra- 
ditional multidigit multiplication and division problems, 
trivia games. English and foreign-language exercises, and 
money-management tasks. A word processor with a 
75,000-word dictionary is also featured. 

Only a few of the activities in this latest model were 
available to test this spring. Five-inch screens fill up quickly 
with large block letters, and activities are straightforward 
and abbreviated. They cod where the creativity would 
begin far a contemporary educational software designer. 
You can add an e-mail kit ($69.99 plus monthly mail fees), 
digital camera ($39.99) and a printer ($149.99). 

The Comquest TV Laptop (S139.99). forages 8 and up. 
comes with many of the same learning activities and 
games as Vtech ’s , including a word processor and spell 
checker. Though the word processor screen is only 23 
characters wide, the computer can be plugged into a 
television set for a wider and crisper color screen, and it 
can be linked to a computer to transfer files. 

Both companies offer “precomputers” for younger 
techies. Computer Pal by Vtech ($69.99), for children 5 
and up, includes much more sound and music than Vtech ’s 
products for older children. A desktop dragon character 
rewards correct answers on the 4-inch-wide screen. The 
Comquest Disk Master (about $60) has an even smaller 
screen, but it is backlighted and easier to read. It offers 30 
activities, including music and word games. 

Toy computers are no substitute for the real thing, of 
course. And anyone considering buying accessories might 
want to check prices for low-cost grown-up PCs. But even 
for children with home computers, toy ones can be fun. 
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On the Ground, Serbs’ Low-Tech Tactics Foii High-Tech Attacks 


By Michael R. Gordon and Eric Schmitt 

New York Times Service 


BRUSSELS — When the skies cleared over 
the Balkans on Monday, it seemed to be a prom- 
ising day for NATO's high-tech warplanes to 
attack Yugoslav tanks and armor in Kosovo. But 
alliance officials acknowledge that few, if any, 
armored vehicles were hiL 

As they reviewed photos of the day's targets. 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization experts were 
unable to confirm the destruction of a single tank 
or military vehicle, officials said. 

The Yugoslav military's ability to conceal its 
tanks and heavy weapons — hiding them in 
churches, bams, forests and towns — has con- 
siderably complicated the air campaign, pointing 
to some self-imposed limits of air strikes alone. 

If the Yugoslav military truly believed it faced 
a land attack, it would have to position its tanks 
and artillery to cutoff the roads and other avenues 
of attack. This would give the NATO pilots 
something to shoot at. 

An allied ground force would also make it 
possible for military teams in Kosovo to call in 


and direct air strikes to their targets with greater 
precision. 

Further, many of the Serbian attacks are bring 
carried out by relatively small bands of soldiers 
with automatic weapons. They would be no 
match for American ground forces, but they are 
hard to find and target from the air. 

“What they are doing is low-tech,” a NATO 
military expert said. 

“They can send 20 guys in a truck to terrorize 
a village.” 

On Wednesday, Western military officials 
said the Serbs were continuing to hunker down. 
But they added that the West was beginning to 
use new tactics against Serbian tanks and ve- 
hicles to deal with the problem. 

NATO has stepped up its daytime patrols. 
British Harriers, for example, are no longer at- 
tacking in flights of six aircraft Instead, they are 
attacking in pairs, which maximizes the time they 
can loiter over the battlefield. 

The new approach appeared to pay off on 
Tuesday when the Harriers caught a Serbian 
column, consisting of up to 12 vehicles, on a road 
and attacked it with cluster bombs. 


“We have ramp ed up operations,’ Air Com- 
modore David Wilby, NATO spokesman, said 
Wednesday. “We are keeping aircraft over the 
area as long as possible. 

NATO also is using new tactics to try to catch 
Serbs in the open when they leave their hiding 
places to attack the ethnic Albanians. 

The allies have ruled out sending ground 
troops into Kosovo until the fighting stops, large- 
ly to avoid political dissent at home. 

Paradoxically, the absence of a credible threat 
to use land forces may prolong the air campaign 
and subject NATO to more political strain. 

President Slobodan Milosevic appeals to be 
husbanding his military in hopes that NATO will 
call off the air strikes. 

“Milosevic has already accomplished a lot of 
his objectives in terms of ethnic cleansing." a 
senior NATO diplomat said. "Now Serbs are 
concealing themselves and preserving them- 
selves to fight another day. It is going to be a 


raEre d airfields and pum- 

missile sites from one end of jffjyiUng the Serbs to ate out 

tbrir frustrations on civilians. 

TTut was the case when an albedreconmus- 
sJ^lan e detected Serbian armored foras 
village of Glodane in Kosovo. The 
aggression was noted, but an attack was 

Albanians snmrm 


dropped bridges, cratered 
reeled surface-to-air 
Yugoslavia to the other. . 

But allied warplanes have had only mixed suc- 
cess so far in bombing the Serbs forces involved in 
assaulting the ethnic Albanians in Kosovo. 

ion announced Tuesday, for ex- 


ample, that itf£d launched m intensive senes of ethnic Albanians were gL . 

raids against the Yugoslav 3d Army, winch has rule^tri,ai^™^ 
ivun cnMrhAsrimc? the offensive m Kosovo, moved °nt of the ary- . . 


prolonged campaign. 
Certainly, NATO*! 


s relentless bombing is be- 
ginning to take its toil. 

Allied warplanes have pounded fuel depots, 


been spearheading 'the offensive 
While Pentagon officials said they had struck the 
army’s ammunition and fuel, as well some forces 
in the field, they provided no account of how 
many tanks, artillery and other heavy weapons 
might have been destroyed. 

Rooting out Serbian armored units, by all 
accounts, is not a simple proposition. 

Commodore Wilby said, for example, that the 
Serbs are familiar with the pattern of aluM take- 
offs from Aviano, Italy, and other NATO air 
bases. They cry to time their assaults against the 
ethnic Albanians to the lulls in the bombardment, 
he said, and hide when they know allied war- 


planes may be on their way. 

Even when allied warplanes catch Serbian 


ifio technical difftafe 
Allied warplanes used 
devices to find Iraqi tanks during the 1991 
War. Though feetenks were dug up to their 
turrets in the desert, allied targeting 
detected the heal from the tanks agamsttfae cool 
desert night. After finding the tanksjlLed war- 
planes blasted with them lasCT-guided bombs, a 
technique known as “tank phnmng. 

But Kosovo is not a desert. Western mmfeuy 
officials have to careful about bombing cryflian 
buildings because they cannot always ten tf ci- 
vilians are inside. And because the Serbs often 
turn tank engines off to conserve fuel, they often 
do not produce enough heat to be detected. 
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NATO Rejects Yugloslav Cease-Fire 

Alliance Wants Its 3 Key Conditions Met Before Bombing Will Stop 


By Craig R. Whitney 

New York Times Service 


BRUSSELS — NATO has resolved 
„ to keep bombing Yugoslavia until Pres- 
. jdent Slobodan Milosevic agrees to 
withdraw all his attacking forces from 
Kosovo, let refugees return with an in- 
• temational military force to protect them 
and negotiate a political settlement, 
: Western diplomats say. 

Hoping to get diplomacy restarted, the 
allies have moved away from their earli- 
ier insistence that before anything else 


can happen. Yugoslavia must sign the 
accords on autonomy for Kosovo that 
were presented at negotiations at Raro- 
bouillet in France last month. 

[Speaking for the five Western 


S 


owers that make up the core of NATO, 
'oreign Minister Joschka Fischer of 


Germany said Wednesday that any cred- 
ible cease-fire must include independent 
verification that the killing in Kosovo 
had stopped. The Associated Press re- 
ported from Bonn. 

[Mr. Fischer said that the cease-fire 
terms offered by Mr. Milosevic did not 



Rebate Pfca/Tte ArocUMd P» 

The British minister of defense, George Robertson, left, pairing up on 
Wednesday at a news conference in Bonn with his German conterpart, 
Rudolf Scharping, to report on developments in the war over Kosovo. 


Cyprus Presses Belgrade on Gls 


make clear whether he would allow in- 
dependent verification that Yugoslav 
forces have stopped “all combat ac- 
tivities and killings.” or whether he 
would permit deployment of interna- 
tional security forces in Kosovo. 

[The statement also called for the re- 
lease of the Kosovo Albanian leader 
Ibrahim Rugova and his family. The 
NATO powers demanded the ability to 
meet with Mr. Rogova outside Yugo- 
slavia ‘ * under conditions free of possible 
intimidation.”] 

The NATO secretary-general, Javier 
Solana Madariaga, said Tuesday night 
that his conditions for an end to bombing 
are “the return of all refugees and there- 
fore the deployment of an international 
security presence, the withdrawal of 
Serb military, police and paramilitary 
forces, and putting into place a political 
framework for Kosovo on the basis of 
the Rambouillet accords.” 

According to the allies' original plan, 
only after a peace agreement was 
reached would the alliance be willing to 
send a NATO-led peacekeeping force of 
28.000 soldiers into Kosovo. 

Now, with the Rambouillet agreement 
made largely inapplicable by Mr. Mi- 
losevic's expulsion of ethnic Albanians, 
European diplomats say die allies are 
willing to send in peacekeepers to escort 
the returning refugees before a final set- 
tlement is negotiated. 

But the alliance still insists that the 
fighting has to stop before it will send in 
troops, and it is not planning to older 
soldiers to fight their way into Kosovo, 
diplomats say. Military commanders said 


thin if the allied bombing campaign goes 

forces will 


CmfiMly Or St&Fivm Ovotctei 

NICOSIA —The speaker of the Cyp- 
riot Parliament claimed he was close to 
winning freedom Wednesday for three 
U.S. soldiers captured by Yugoslavia. 
Washington could not confirm a deal. 

Spyros Kyprianou, who is also 
Cyprus’s acting president, flew to Bel- 
lo meet with his longtime ally, 
sident Slobodan Milosevic of 


not accept any conditions for a release 
and ruled o 


Yugoslavia. The Yugoslav government 


did not comment on the 

“The exchanges have been very con- 
structive so tar and the indications are 
that this mission will succeed,” Kyp- 
rianou told reporters. “I am confident 
about it.” 

Mr. Kyprianou said Mr. Milosevic 
had set “some preconditions” for re- 
leasing the three servicemen, but be did 
not elaborate. NATO said later it would 


out a suspension of bombing. 

In Washington, the Clinton admin- 
istration was restrained in its reaction. 

“We’ll believe it when we see it," 
said David Leavy, spokesman for the 
National Security Council. 

Cyprus has historically bad close ties 
with Y ugoslavia and the government has 
backed its fellow Orthodox Christians in 
their clash with NATO over Kosovo. 

The three captured soldiers were part 
of a peacekeeping force in Macedonia 
and not involved in the air strike cam- 
paign. They are Staff Sergeant Andrew 
Ramirez, 24. a cavalry scout from Los 
Angeles; Staff Sergeant Christopher 
Stone, 25, a cavalry scout from Smiths 
Creek, Michigan, and Specialist Steven 
Gonzales, 24, a cavalry scout from 
Huntsville, Texas. (AP. Reuters ) 


on long enough, the Serbian 
be unable to put up much resistance. 

The allies rejected Mr. Milosevic’s 
announcement T uesday of an immediate 
unilateral cease-fire unless it is accom- 
panied by compliance with their other 
conditions. 

In deference to vigorous Russian ob- 
jections, allied officials said, the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization will not 
insist on plastering the NATO label on 
the international force it hopes to send 
eventually to Kosovo to enable the ethnic 
Albanian population to return. The allies 
expressed hope that Moscow would 
agree to take part in such a force. 

Mr. Fischer said Tuesday night that if 
meetings this week involving U.S., 
European and Russian diplomats went 
well, Russian and Western foreign min- 
isters, including Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, could meet in 
Europe by the end of the week. 



Downed Pilot 
Faced a Test 
Of ‘Endurance’ 
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The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — While he 
crouched in a shallow culvert deep in 
Serb territory, one of the worst moments 
for the F-117A Stealth fighter pilot 
downed over Yugoslavia came when 
ha rirtng search dogs drew within 30 feet 

of his hiding place. 

The American pilot reached for a fold- 
ed U.S. flag that he had tucked inside his 
flight suit next to his skin and said a 
silent prayer. 

“It helped me not let go of hope,” the 


famuli"** 

•iifit- 


■iff? 


pilot said in an interview released Tues- 
day 


ay by the Air Force News. “Hope gives 
yon strength,” he said. “It gives you 
endurance.” 

The dogs moved on and after be spent 


six hours watching passing he a dlig h ts 
on a nearby road, helicopters from the 


Air Force’s 16th S[ 

Group picked him up. backed by support 
planes that also swooped in for the res- 
cue. 

The Pentagon is withholding die pi- 
lot’s name and details surrounding the 
crash of his F-117A and his dramatic 
rescue, although senior defense officials 
say a Serbian missile probably shot the 
plane down March 27. it was the first F- 
117A to go down in combat 

The plane went down near Budje- 
novci, 55 kilometers (35 miles) norm- 
west of the Yugoslav capital, Belgrade, 
and the pilot bailed out as “enormous” 
G-fbrces worked against him. 

‘Tremeniber having to fight to get my 
hands to go down toward the handgrips’ ' 
of die ejection seat, be said. “I always 


ErJC- 


v;S 
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strap In very tightly, but because of the 
tees, I was hanging in the 


intense G-farces, 
straps and had to stretch to reach the 
handles.” 

He said he could not reman her reach- 


ing the handle. “God took my hands and f 
puled," he said. 


NATO: Waging War Amid Unity Concerns 


Continued from Page 1 


abuses, Mr. Rubin said that determi- 
nation would be up to the war-crimes 
tribunal in The Hague. 

Asked about efforts by the acting 
president of Cyprus to negotiate the re- 
lease of three U.S. soldiers who were 
seized by Serbs along the Yugoslav- 
Macedonian border, Mr. Rubin was cau- 
tious, saying: “We have no way of 
knowing what the likelihood of the re- 
turn of these three is." 

Any release, he said, would have to be 
unconditional. 

Western governments were working 
to ensure that peace feelers from Bel- 
grade would not split the alliance or 
undermine the campaign to destroy the 
Serbian military capabilities in 
Kosovo. 

This was partly to ensure thai they 
could not be used for future attacks, 
partly as a punitive action for the ethnic 
cleansing against the local Albanian 
population. 

• President Bill Clinton, in a foreign 
policy speech Wednesday, insisted that 

; NATO was not considering a let-up in its 
military pressure. 

The president stressed that Mr. Mi- 
losevic must withdraw his forces from 
Kosovo, allow the refugees to return and 
; permit an international force to enter the 

■ province to keep peace. 

i “Nothing less” could lead to a set- 
; dement, Mr. Clinton said. 

The air attacks reportedly escalated 
' again Tuesday night to more than 400 
; sorties, and the attacks continued Wed- 

• nesday at the highest rate yet in daylight 
hours. Air Commodore David Wilby 

; said in a briefing at NATO headquarters 
in Brussels. 

NATO’s has scored its “first major 
breakthrough against Serbian armored 
forces in the field,” he said, describing a 

■ ground attack by allied planes on a 
column of 12 tanks. 

All of them were apparently hit, and 
seven were destroyed. 

The damage was hard to determine 
immediately because the attacking pilots 


had turned away quickly to avoid ground 
fire, he said. 

But reconnaissance planes and satel- 
lites were tracking Serbian armor and 
enabling NATO to pursue “an unre- 
mitting campaign with ruthless effi- 
ciency” against Serbian forces, he ad- 
ded. 

In this new ground-attack phase, 
NATO has started using cluster bombs 
— canisters that scatter small, armor- 
piecing explosive charges in a preset 
pattern to hamper, destroy or disable 
vehicles on the move. 

These constitute an ideal weapon 


against Serbian tanks supporting troops 
inits in their op- 


or paramilitary police units 
erations against Kosovar civilians 

Bnt these munitions are designed to 
saturate an area with explosives, not 
deliver contained explosions of the sort 
that NATO has unleashed with preci- 
sion-guided missiles used against targets 
like fuel depots and buildings. 

Devastating against tanks, these 
“area munitions” being used now also 
cause damage throughout the vicinity of 
their targets, increasing the risk of that 
civilian casualties that NATO has 
sought to avoid. 

But the alliance seemed more willing 
to take such chances now, partly because 
there are fewer ethnic Albanian civilians 
in the province and partly because the 
other risk involved in ground attacks — 
anti-aircraft fire — has also decreased. 



Although slightly disoriented, the pi- 
lot said he began radio contact with 
NATO forces as he parachuted toward a 
freshly plowed field 50 yards from a 
road and rail intersection. 

“I knew I was fairly deep into Serbian 
territory,” he said, bat he remembered 
his training. “It didn't panic me, I just 
got very busy doing what I needed to 
do.” 

After he bit the ground, the pilot bur- 
ied a life raff and other survival equip- 
ment and spent the next six hours in a - 
“hold-up site" — a shallow culvert 200 
yards from his landing site. 

He made only infrequent radio con- 
tact wife NATO rescuers in order to 
avoid detection by Serbian forces who 
might be listening and rac ing to capture 
him. 

“For fee downed guy,” he said, “it’s 
very unsettling to not know what’s going 
on. You're thinking ‘Do they know I'm 
here? Do they know my location? Where 
are the assets and who is involved? 7 
What's the plan? Are they going to by to 
do tins tonight?’ It’s fee unknowns feat 
areunsettling.” 

~ l cars and tracks might have 
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been Serbian military or police' bat fee 
plot said he could not co nfirm 


iking for him, althnng h 
me close. 


were 

dogs 




Yugoslav soldiers surveying the damage in Pristina early Wednesday in the aftermath of a NATO 


which would almost certainly have to 
come from fee United States because fee 
European allies have already deployed 
most of what they have. 

The Clinton administration has 
seemed reluctant to send additional air- 


fense squads were hampered in clearing 
up the debris, Tanjug said, saying that 
“cluster bombs” were to blame for fee 
degree of destruction. 

This claim seemed unlikely to some 
military experts. 

A 
ion 

... i L ■ Secretary wnuam Cohen said Wednes- attack helicopters — whose mere pres 

Art accident involving fee heaviest day feat NATO allies were exhibiting ence would signal an escalation, 
ivilian «.«,* Ir,« v,r u,,c “greater resolve” toward continuing air The Apaches were finally approved 

attacks against Yugoslavia. by Washington after NATO allies 

He made thecomments to reporters on 


its military and police operations in the 
province had ceased. 


v>. 



civilian casualties yet was reported 
Wednesday when Serbia’s state-nm 
news agency, Tanjug, said that 10 people 
were killed and eight seriously injured in 
a NATO missile strike on Pristina, fee 
Kosovo capital. 

It said missiles hit the center of the 
city, damaging fee main post office, the 
national bank building, the city council, 
as well as several other administration 
buildings. 

There was no comment from NATO, 
and no independent confirmation of fee 
report. 

Rescue teams were trying to find sur- 
vivors beneath fee nibble and civil de- 


a trip to Brussels, where he was taking 
members of Congress for NATO brief- 
ings. 

General Wesley Clark, fee NATO 
military commander, announced that he 
had requested more strike aircraft — 
such as fee U.S. F-15 fighter-bombers 
and European countries' Tornados and 
Mirage 2000s — to intensify the air 
campaign. 

To “tighten the pressure” on 
Yugoslavia, General Clark said, he 
wanted more reconnaissance aircraft. 


backed a request by General Clark, 
which had apparently been stalled in 
Washington. 

But no dale for their arrival in fee war 
zone was announced. This was appar- 
ently because fee United States was un- 
able to find cargo planes to transport 
them. 

Mr. Milosevic appeared to be trying to 
put flesh on suggestions he could deal 
with a puppet government of ethnic Al- 
banians in Kosovo prepared to accept a 
peace deal on his terms. 

Belgrade said Tuesday night that all 


OO: 
came 

“There was some activity at that in- 
tersection,” he said. 

“Thank God no one actually saw me 
comedown.” 

The pilot said be concentrated on stay- 
ing low and on fee flag, which a fellow 
airman gave him as he strapped in for his 
mission at an air base in Aviano, Italy. 

“Her giving that flag to me was say- 
ing, ‘I'm giving this to you to give bade 
to me when you get home,’” toe pilot 
said. £ 4 *., 

‘ ‘For me, it was representative of all - - ’ 

Air- ^ u v . - P®V Ie w * 10 1 knew were praying. It 

Westerafeplontais have been seeking- was a piece of everyone and veryran- 
cess to Ibrahim Rueova. fee moderate forting. ’ ’ J 

The airman who gave the pilot the 
U.S. flag was among the first to greet 
him when he returned to Aviano, and he 
opened his flight suit to show her he still 
had it, Air Force News reported. The 
airman’s name also was wi thheld by the 
Pentagon. 

The pilot has yet to rejoin fee NATO 1 
air strikes, although he has asked his . 
commanders to pat him back into com- -i;.”.- 
baL “All I asked was feat I be able to i.*\ 
stay here for as long as possible before -i T- : 
beading back" to fee United States, he : ■ 

said. ' i,V . 

The distinctive arrowhead-shaped F- £v 
117A, which has a 13-metor (SS&olMfi-!* ’ 
wingspan, is armed wife laser-gfedcaT^ ' 
bombs and equipped wife sophisticated 
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access to Ibrahim Rugova, fee modere***- 
efenic Albanian leader who has been 
quoted as calling for a halt in the NATO 
attacks. 

Some officials say Mr. Rugova might 
be under Serbian duress. 

Beyond therising stress on war crimes 
trials for Serbian leaders, revived by 
reports of three mass graves in Kosovo, 
fee NATO spokesman, Jamie Shea, sa id 
Wednesday feat alliance leaders had put 
five questions to Mr. Milosevic: 

• Is he ready to cease all military 
activity? 

. «Is he ready to withdraw troops, po- 
lice and paramilitary units? 

• Is he ready to accept the deployment 
of international forces? 

• Will he permit the return of all 
refugees? 

• Will he accept a political agreement 

based on fee formula arrived at in ne- 
gotiations at Rambouillet, France? 




h 











Stealfetechnology uses curved dr an- 
gular surfaces to reduce radar reflec- 
tion. 
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Silence Along the Border: Refugees Are Turned Back 


V 


By Darnel Wiffiams 


^Atnoon, an Albanian man crossed the 
border. He told foreign observers b * 

and thousand of others had been turned 


. MORINA, Albania— At ^ A u-a. 2%?°?*** of others had been turned 

massive flow ofrefueecs came f* 00 * ^ bolder. Dur- 

».u.# came to a silent mg the mght, toe refugee, fomat Hoxha, 

peeled off from the column of renzmuie 
dav said ** bid. He wandered toward 


mg 11 children, on a tractor-palled trail- much of the town and expulsion of al- 
er chugged into Albania. They told UN mostalj its inhabitants. At first, the Sobs 
officials that the Serbs had let them pass told her to flee to Montenegro, the 


agees beading toward the frontier 


Of 


irn ‘Mik 

"i * r« 


l*St 

* H® bring marched at gunpoint 
\ r back toward Prizren inside Kosovo. 

: P y Therrcarsand tractors were smashed. 

iu 7 .and some were bnmed. • 

■’V j . baggand refugees had trudged 

i-'xf, i. “S' foot mto Albania, only the Utter of 
. pitofoc bottki, discarded clothing and 
r tocr remained. Wayside tents just off 
- - • immigration booths wen am. 

. poly a few exiles whose vehicles had 
r broken down remained on the road to 
-C -. Kt £® 5 ’ the first city near the border. 

>;■ r front one observation point in the 
. pinountoms that flank the frontier, day- 
time visitors peering into Kosovo saw an 

empty road. The view to Zur, the place 
where the string of abandoned vehicles 
b^gan, was blocked by mountains. On 
hillsides, Serbian soldiers dng trenches. 


the crossing for three hours, passing 
scares of ^ abandoned vehicles and 
presented himself to toe Serbian border 
guards. 

They checked his bands for signs that 
he had been digging trenches. Satisfied 
that he did not belong to toe rebel 


because they were immigrants from Al- 
bania who had lived in Orahovac for 
several years. They were told they woe 
free to return to their homeland. 

Another crossing, at Qafa Prushit, 
was closed Tuesday afternoon. No one 
had crossed since. 'Officials did not 
know how many refugees were awaiting 
entry at that more rugged mountain 


Refugees who arrived 


Yugoslav province to the north. But on 
toe road, soldiers ordered her to head for 
Albania. 

Along toe way in Decani, Serb sol- 
diers seized Uk Derveshaj, 50, a cousin, 
and took him away. She arrived in Al- 
bania around midnig ht with her infant 
son, mother-in-law and husband. Three 
brothers belonging to toe rebel Kosovo 
liberation Army had remained in the 
Pec area. She said toe last words she had 



Security and Cooperation in Europe. 

Albanian police tot* him into custody, 
arid Ins .whereabouts were unknown; they 
said he might be a collaborator because 
he was one of toe few refugees who were 
able to make it into Albania on Wed- 
nesday, Mr. O’SuDivansaid. 

Mr. Hoxha was refugee No. 292,468 
to have entered Albania since NATO's 
bombing began two weeks ago. 

At 5 P.M., 27 more refugees, inciud- 


that point, no one was being forced 
back. 

' "We did not think about what they 
were, saying," said Gaymaqd Darvis. 
who was sitting beside a broken-down 
tractor a mile from the border. "I don't 
trust them. We want to go back, but 
how? They’ve stolen everything we 
bad." 

She had left toe city of Pec three days 
before, having endured the burning of 


village near Pec, arrived at about 1 AM. 
after a grueling five-day trip with two 
families totaling 21 people crammed in 
toe back of a large truck. 

Serbian soldiers in Pus ha asked for 
money, and when he only produced 
about $150, they slammed a rifle butt 
into his arm. 

One soldier per an AK-47 to his chest, 
then raised it above Mr. Kastrati’s 
shoulder and fired. 


"All in Kosovo is coming," he said, 
unaware that the frontier was closed. 
"We can only go back with NATO 
ground troops." 

His brother. Zefc Kastrafi. sported a 
black eye and aim braises from his en- 
counter in Pusha. The brother, a father of 
three children, said a masked Serbian 
paramilitary guard beat him after he 
tnrned over $200. At toe border, guards 
took his passport and told him. "There is 
no way back." 

■ Ragged lines of Refugees 

John Kifher of The New York Times 
reported earlier from Morini, Albania: 

The long, ragged lines of refugees 
continued to cross toe border from 
Kosovo here as darkness fell Tuesday. 

The fleeing ethnic Albanians were 
taking their cue from the plumes of 
smoke pouring from border villages set 
afire that afternoon by Serbs, rather than 
from any diplomatic maneuvers. 

During toe day and evening, several 
refugees spoke of having been told by 
the Yugoslav police that the policy to- 
nd them had chi 



ward 


changed and they could 


NYT 


go home. But the somewhat mystifying 
offer did not appear to have been widely 
heeded. 

Indeed, toe pace of refugees crossing 
toe border appeared to pick up rapidly 
Tuesday, and by nightfall the twisting 
road leading toward the Albanian town 
of jFCukes was jammed with tractors 
pulling carts of refugees, nearly all 
women, children and old men. 

More than a dozen horse-drawn wag- 
ons crossed Tuesday night 

It appeared that many of toe latest 
refugees were from rural districts. 


ndu 






Hasty. Evacuation 
Of Dispossessed 
From Macedonia 
Raises Tensions 


r; . 


By Panl Horyitz 

Jmcmatiartal Herald Tribune 


t of tens of thou- 
fleeing Kosovo 




“ e PARIS — Overnight, the 
■ sands of ethnic Albanian 
. changed radically WednesdayT 
v At toe muddy border town of Blace, Macedonia, 
an entire encampment of the dispossessed — about 
' 45,000 people living in dire circumstances — was 
" 'hastily jammed on to buses and driven to a series of 
makeshift military camps and transit centers where 

* conditions were better but still primitive. 

Thousands more were based from Blace into. 
\ Albania, and mare were expected to be sent to 
* Greece and Tmtey. 

To toe west, at toe Albanian border with Kosovo, . 
‘ Yugoslav officials abruptly closed a crossing early 
Wednesday morning that had seen the passage of 
^ thousands of evacuees, and aid workers feared that 
/many Kosovars moving toward Albania had bees 
forced to trek bade to villages they had fled in 
t fear. 

On the Kosovo side of toe Macedonian border, 
where thousands more ethnic Albanians bad waited 
. for passage in cars and on foot to Blace, reports 

* indicated that Yugoslav military officials had 
cleared the area and sent the refugees back into die 

. interior, soroeapprifcatJy to^fty&BCd^^rovmcial 
«*****»;■ “ . 

Confusion trijgped at *nany .q^artereiAid ®f- 
) ficials again acoaie d tbd M aftdo n ia n government 
_ of carelessly and sometimes brataHy dividing fam- 
’ i ties and failing to tell the evacuees where they were 
‘ bound for. In Rome, a spokesman for toe UN High 
Commissioner far Refugees said thousands Of 
‘ evacuees were unaccounted for. 

But it was clear that toe tent dries erected by 




pouring ® on. aid flights. U 
"■ this week is Macedonia were erccthg yet another 
r camp Wednesday, and French and Italian farces 

* continued to foxy supplies inside Albania. . 

£ The airlift of refugees to other parts of Europe 
continued slowly. Germany's fiist complement of 
[ ‘ refugees landed m Nriresribing aboard a Goman air 

^fon*phuw.cvenKEon^>eanl}n*onfbreignmin- 
1 isters made clear at a meeting in Luxembourg that 
- c they opposed any massive airlift. 

Whue it was iar fixxn clear what Belgrade had in 
mind for toe Kosovars sept back home from the 
" borders one day after President Slobodan M3o- 

* sevic declared a unilateral cease-fire, NATO of- 

ficials iramecfifltely cast the developments as bad 
news. 1 

“I hope that the Serbian government is not 
c playing poker with people's lives.” said_ the al- 
fiance’s civilian spokesman, Jamie Shea, in Brus- 
*'sels. He said it appeared that Serbian officials 

. wanted “to push them back into a wasteland, where 

1 there is no food, very fittie water, no medical 

^ supplies and where everything has been looted. 
tl The swift emptying of the Blace encampment 
l/carne amid deep tensions between Western aid 
'-officials and toe government of Macedonia, a 
£ former Yugoslav republic. _ . . 

■- On Tuesday, Prime Minister, Ljnboo &w- 
eievski of Macedonia sharply criticized NAIU, 

- ^ying the allian ce had been "compkaely trre- 
'■ spon^ble” to ignore warnings that axe strikes on 

- Yugoslavia could trigger a humanitarian disaster. 

-ftie United Nations and Western aid agenews, 
for their part, have accused Macedonia of u5mg 
bureaucratic delays to slow toe influx, of .boa 

"'“^AfdwOT^J^were sharply critical of the handling 
of the Blace evacuation. . „ . 

“These buses arrived unannounced wito i» lore- 

Sai Swe C te^rito a girl tins morning who found her 
=:■ fethcr was in Turkey, her mother iras m anotoer 
■ f ' transit emter. ber brother at anotoer CTOSSing 
■V 2^" he said, adding, "It is toekmd of thmg we 

/jd^orkera did not even know where toe 



lion. The entreat ethnic mix is roughly two-thirds 
Christian and Slavic and one third Muslim and 
Albanian. 

In a news release late Tuesday, the government 
said refugees would go directly to transit camps 
"where they will be transferred to other coun- 
tries.” 

NATO troops in Macedonia have been working 
day and night to setup nine tent cities. Mr. Shea said 
the alliance had ferried more than 1,700 tons of 
relief so far. 

Although ffcraifc of the mass movement out of 
Blace remained hazy, a French official, Pascal 
Duhar, told Agence France-Presse that people were 
crowded into buses designed for half the number 
they carried. • 

"These people carried themselves admirably," 
Mr. Duhar said. 

Meanwhile, in Brussels the European Union on 
Wednesday allocated as much as 250 million euros 
($270 miHio n? in extra humanitarian aid to the 
Kosovo refugees and financial assistance to help 
nri^ibcring&dkan countries provide security to 
fleeing e thni c Albanians. 

/ Some of the money would cover the costs of 
sheltering refugees, social costs, registration, dec- 
tricity, sanitation arid transportation, an EU official 
said, and some would go to nongovernmental or- 
giMiTzarift ns for h umanitari an help. 

■ Families Split Up in Evacuation 

Thousands of disheveled Kosovar Albanians, 
bused overnight from a border no man’s land to a 
refugee camp nearby, searched desperately Wed- 
nesday for relatives lost in the chaos, Reuters 


reported from Stenkovac, Macedonia. 

i^iJSSLn^kcu until midday, when Mace- “Please help me find my mother," a young man, 

reft*#* 5 tbax about 10,000 of kept outside the camp by baton-waving Mace- 

- to Albania and 25,000 daman policemen, begged relief workers and jour- 


A Kosovar boy being cuddled by his mother 
Wednesday at a refngee camp in Macedonia. 

nalists. 

"She is in this camp, but she doesn't know where 
my sisters and 1 are." 

Sami Vitia, 28, from Pristina, pleaded with doc- 
tors to search for his wife, Shpresa. She was rushed 
out of Blace with pregnancy problems days ago. he 
said, and he thought she might be in a Skopje 
hospital. 

The United Nations refugee agency expressed 
concern about how Macedonian authorities were 
handling about 130.000 ethnic Albanian refugees 
who had fled the violence in Kosovo. 

“The top concerns are voluntariness and keep- 
ing families united," a UNHCR spokeswoman, 
Paula Gbedini, said. “You can’t put people on a bus 
and not tell them where they’re going.* 

Refugees said dozens of buses had arrived at 
Blace, where thousands were trapped for days, 
braving harsh weather and a lack of sanitation, food 
and shelter, to move them to unknown destinations 
without being registered. 

Although most seemed relieved to leave behind 
toe stench and uncertainty of Blace. their concern 
now was to get in touch with their families. 

About half toe refugees slept outside, around a 
sea of 400 green tents erected by the French sol- 
diers. Scores queued to use the makeshift toilets — 
a hole in toe ground surrounded by black cloth. 

None had a chance to wash, and some said they 
had not eaten in more than 24 hours. 

"I bribed a Macedonian policeman to let me 
come here from Blace, but this is becoming like 
Blace," said Rexhe Nikqi, a doctor from Pristina 
who has joined the relief agency Medecins da 
Monde to help his compatriots. “There is a lot of 
sickness and fatigue here. Children, especially, are 
suffering from diarrhea and vomiting. ’ 

The French troops in charge of toe camp said 
tents were being brought in to shelter more refugees 
and rations were being distributed to feed them. 

"There are more of them than we had prepared 
for but they are better off here than in Blace," said 
Charles de Kersabiec, toe spokesman for the 
French contingent 

But Mr. Nikqi disagreed. "If we had known that 
this was awaiting us here we would have preferred 
to stay in Pristina and die," he said. 


REFUGEES: 10,000 Kosovars Disappear After Mass Evacuation by Macedonia 


Continued from Page 1 

of plastic sheeting and 

The 

blankets **waDad iq^iungl^ved across 

bodies. 

^ 85 ^ 
began loading np 


and bussing oai refugees two days ago. On Tuesday 
they suddenly accelerated toe operation and in 24 
hours cleared out more than 45,000 people. 

About 10,000 were sent to Albania, the Mace- 
donian government announced Wednesday. It was 
not dear if toe move had been coordinated with 
Albania, which has already been overwhelmed 
with more than 200,000 ethnic Albanians refugees 
from Kosovo in recent weeks. 

. Another 1^00 refugees, wet mud still clogging 
their shoes, were sent straight to toe airport and 
boarded planes for Turkey atSkopje airport. 

A convoy of 20 buses crammed with refugees 
was observed driving as far as the border with 
Greece, apparently on their way to Turkey via 
Greece. Greece offered to take 4,000 refur 
and 'Darkey 20,000. 


agees 


There were numerous accounts that many of the 
refugees did not know where they were headed and 
were often split up from family members as they 
boarded the buses. - 

Just a few miles down the road in a new tented 
refugee camp, Ejup Kamerolli said he had lost two 
teenage sons. “The police separated us. I was 
passing to the buses. They put the children in the bus 
and made ns step back. I saw them drive off but I do 
not know where they were went." 

Ms. Ghedini said there was evidence that the 
refugees had been given no choice in how or where 
they were sent “We do have some concern that 
some sort of pressure was used,’ * she said- “It is not 
clear if they were taken forcibly, but we do know it 
was involuntary. Refugees do not usually leave 
their possessions behind," she said. 


EXODUS: Fleeing Family Finally Gets to a Tent 


DmYidSO^retnuxffUxten 

Kosovar refugees awaking Wednesday after spending a night in the open without tents. 

had gone to NATO-run tent camps inside Mace- 
donia. * 

At a major transit camp erected by NATO a few 
miles from Blace, a military official. Brigadier Tim 
Cross, said the condition of the refugees remained 
fragile, although an Israeli field hospital had just 
opened./,. ■ 

“Ai the moment, we’ve coped.” he said on 
CNN. “But I'm not sanguine about toe next 48 
brans.” 

In the Albanian town of Korea, close to the point 
where the refugees crossed in buses, refugees 
gathered on a soccer field and were being given 
bread and milk by local people. The Associated 
Press reported. 

All that remained Wednesday at the Blace site 
was a giant snoldering pit, with garbage fires 
burning and tons of muddy clothing and plastic 
sheeting strewn about. Paramilitary police kept 
journalists at a distance, an AP dispatch said. 

An Associated Press Television News crew at a 
nearby crossing, Jazmce, saw empty Yugoslav 
buses waiting across the header, apparently pre- 
paring to transport refugees back into Kosovo. 

Macedonia tears the flood of refugees will de- 
stabilized ethnic balance, allowing the new ethnic 
Albanian arrivals, who are Muslims, to socially and 
politically overwhelm toe Slavic Orthodox Chris- 
tian majority in Macedonia, a country of 2J2 mil- 


Continued from Page 1 

white dress, white veil, standing between her 
parents, who are still in Pristina, unreach- 
able. 

She shows what else a woman packs in ber 
purse to flee a country: her medical degree, 
her birth certificate, the children’s birth cer- 
tificates. her marriage license, toe family's 
savings, a bag of cosmetics, & bar of soap, a 
tube of hand cream and her official stamp, 
which says in purple type: "Dr. Aferdita 
Vuniqi-Dushi, spec, medlcus univ." 

The purse, tike her shoes and toe bottom of 
her pants and the sleeves of her sweater, is 
stained from mud. That happened Saturday, 
their first day in toe field, toe day she and Mr. 
Dushi thought would be their only one there. 
“The field of death," she now calls it And, 
sounding even worse somehow when she says 
it “The beautiful field." 

By day’s end, not only were they still in the 
field, they were standing in the midst of 
thousands of people, all of whom had pushed 
their way toward one edge of the field because 
rumor had it that was where you had to be in 
order to be selected to leave. It began to rain. 
They covered themselves with a sheet of 
plastic. The children wanted to lie down, but 
there was no room. 

“This is the way to Skopje," Mr. Dushi 
told them, but by morning they were still in toe 
field, and when they made their way back into 
the depths of the camp, back to where they had 
spent much of toe fiivt day, toe thought came 
to Mrs. Dushi that this was where they now 
lived. 

On Monday morning, Mrs. Dushi ap- 
proached a policeman walking along toe edge 
of die field, one of hundreds whose job is to 
make sure no refugee leaves toe field except 
by bus. "I am a doctor,” she said to him, 
begging him to help her, to get her ont so she 
could help other refugees. The way he looked 
at her caused her to go back to Mr. Dushi. 
whom she hadn’t hugged in days, whom she 
hadn’t really touched, and take his aim. "I 
hold his aim only to give him hope and for him 
to give me hope." she says. "I said. ‘I am 
nothing here.’ It is very hard to say that, but in 
the field you are nothing. ’ ’ 

At noon Monday, she approached a doctor 
who was walking through toe crowd. “I am 
your colleague,” she said. "Can you help me 
to get out?’ r The doctor looked at her. She told 


him who she was, where she practiced, what 
she did. He told her there was nothing he could 
do, not at the moment, but to come back to that 
same spot toe next day, at noon again, and he 
would tty to help ber. 

The night passed. At noon Mrs. Dushi led 
her family to toe spot, and there was the 
doctor, just as he said be would be. 

“Doctor,” she said to him. "Colleague.” 

"Just a minute be said to hear, turning 
away, and for a moment her heart sank, but 
then she beard him telling toe nurse to bring 
two stretchers and then she realized what he 
wanted her to do. 

The stretchers came. She told Arian to lie 
down. He didn’t want to. He didn’t understand. 
But he did as his mother asked. "Don’t say 
anything," she said. "Just dose your eyes." 

Then Rita — who lay down and closed her 
eyes, but then opened them and started to 
cry. 

"Give me yonr band," Mrs. Dushi said to 
Rita, and Rita did, and the mother took it and 
started to cry, and in this way, crying and 
running, the Dushis made their way out of toe 
field and across the road and into the tent with 
the thick canvas heat and slanted dirt floor, 
which, in toe course of four days, had become 
the best place they could imagine themselves 
being. 

And now. here they are: 5 P-M. The sun is 
going down. The tent is cooling. Across toe 
road, tens of thousands of people are getting 
ready for anotoer night in toe mud and stink. 

Somewhere in Skopje is Mis. Dushi’s 
brother. Somewhere in Pristina are her par- 
ents. Her world, though, is this tent, at least for 
now. and in this world toe malnourished 
woman with the two teeth is sitting up, and her 
hands are cupped; filled with the vomit of her 
son. It begins overflowing. There is nothing 
the woman can do. He keeps vomiting. The 
doctors come running over to try to help, and 
instead of helping them Mrs. Dushi is re- 
membering her first day in the field, when a 
man sitting not too far from her began to have 
a seizure. 

No one knew what to do. except her. 

She searched the ground. Found a stick. 
Wiped it off as best she could. Put it in the 
man’s mouth so he would not bite his tongue. 
Stayed with him until toe seizure was over, 
and then went back to her family. 

“That day, I felt like a doctor," she says. 
“This day. 1 feel like nothing." 


THE REPUBLIC OF ECUADOR 

THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE INDUSTRY AND 
FISHERY THE EXPORT AND 
INVESTMENT PROMOTIONS CORPORATION 

REQUEST CONSULTING FIRMS TO EXPRESS THEIR INTEREST 

The Ecuadorian Export and Investment Promotions Corporation 
(CORPEi), calls for international firms to show their “expression of 
interests” to carry out the ENTREPRENEURIAL LEARNING AND 
INNOVATION segment of the Ecuador International Trade and Integration 
Project financed by the International Bank For Reconstruction and 
Development Loan 4346-ec. 

The objective of this segment is to finance Learning and innovation 
subprojects and Grassroots Growth subprojects, regarding the improve- 
ment of Ecuadorian international trade development and integration with 
the global economy. 

A consulting firm, with proven expereince manging export promotion 
programs involving matching grant schemes, will be contracted to assist 
CORPEI in managing the Learning and Innovation Fund and Grassroots 
Growth Fund. 

The interested firms must send to CORPEI, up to May 1st of 1999, the 
following information: 

a) Letter expressing interest, and 

b) Consulting Firm resume. 

CORPEI will proceed to elaborate a Short List of Consultors in order to 
request their technical and financial proposals. 

Please send all documentation to: 

CORPORACION DE PROMOCION 
DE EXPORTACIONES E INVERSIONES 
EDIFICIO BANCO LA PREVISORA 
9 DE OCTUBRE # 100 Y MALECON 
PIS0 29, OFICINA# 2905 
P.O. BOX #11495 
GUAYAQUIL - ECUADOR 
PHONE: (593-04) 568150 - 564852. FAX: 566016 
E-MAIL: coipeibm@impsatnetec 

Ricardo Estrada E., Executive President 
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NATO Must Persist 


Sribunc Land Intervention h the Only Hope for Kosovo 

i THE WASHINGTON POST . _ _ _ mflSiSlCOtlV 


,a>“ 


Keeping NATO’s 19 members 
onited m their detensunation to confront 
Slobodan Milosevic has been a difficult 
challenge for President Bill Clinton, 
and it has. gotten harder. Belgrade's 
declaration of an Orthodox Easter 
cease-fire in Kosovo, coupled with an 
errant NATO bombing raid on the Ser- 
bian town of AJeksinac, were just the 
kinds of developments that can start to 
unravel a coalition of disparate nations. 
NATO property rejected the cease-fire, 
which came with no long-term peace 
proposal, but the offer may be the first 
sign that Mr. Milosevic is looking for a 
way out of the conflict 
The United States and NATO must 
be ready to negotiate with Mr. Mi- 
losevic if he nukes a serious peace 
offer, and there were signs on Tuesday 
that a negotiating track could quickly 
develop if be does. But until be budges, 
the bombing should persist. Though the 
attacks have done little to curtail die 
Serbian rampage across Kosovo, Mr. 
Milosevic ’s military and industrial base 
is now being hit hard. That will even- 
tually produce a more comprehensive 
peace proposal from him. On Tuesday, 
be did not offer to withdraw his forces 
from Kosovo, allow the return of the 
refugees or take any other steps re- 
quired to undo the damage of the last 
two weeks. Wavering NATO members 
like Italy and Greece must recognize 


Deploy the Helicopters 


Anyone watching television or read- 
ing a newspaper has at least some sense 
of the misery inside the muddy en- 
campments of Kosovo deportees. The 
misery inside Kosovo itself remains 
largely hidden to the outside world; 
there are no foreign correspondents or 
aid workers, and the Kosovars them- 
selves have been largely cut off. But 
enough stories are now emerging from 
those forcibly expelled, and their ac- 
counts are sufficiently consistent, to 
paint a horrifying picture. 

There are confirmed accounts of 
mass executions. Slobodan Milosevic's 
forces are shooting fathers in front of 
their families, stabbing children to death 
and burnin g families alive inside their 
homes. Serbian troops pull girls and 
women from cars aria tractors to rape 
them while their relatives are forced to 
leave the country without them. 

These atrocities are faking place 
now. For all the misery at Kosovo’s 
borders, many more civilians remain 
inside Kosovo than have been forced 
to flee. Mr. Milosevic’s supposed East- 
er cease-fire may or may not offer a 
temporary respite, but there is no doubt 
that these civilian hostages — more 
than a million of them — remain in 
grave danger from his marauding 
troops. NATO's first goal must be 
to protect those people to the max- 
imum extent possible. 

In the early stages of this conflict, 
NATO could not protect die Kosovo 
civilians for whom this war is being 
fought- The air campaign had first 
to degrade Serbia's air defenses. The 
Areal from those anti-aircraft guns and 
missiles now has been diminished, and 
NATO officials say their planes are 
targeting Mr. Milosevic's forces 
in die field. But even now, the officials 
say, the air campaign is limited in 
its ability to interfere in the continuing 
ethnic cleansing, because Serbian 
tanks are too dispersed, too well hid- 
den, too close to civilians or — still 
— too well protected. 


That is why General Wesley Clark, 
the NATO military commander, re- 
quested deployment of two dozen 
Apache helicopters. These aircraft are 
designed for precisely this battle situ- 
ation; they can fly low through enemy 
territory, pop up to fire a tank- killing 
missile and then retreat NATO has in 
principle agreed to provide the 
Apaches — but on a schedule that will 
not put them into action for weeks. By 
then, Mr. Milosevic could well have 
completed his ethnic cleansing. 

“We could move the Apaches there 
extremely quickly,” said Kenneth Ba- 
con. the Defense Department spokes- 
man. “But right now, we are con- 
centrating on primarily the humani- 
tarian aid." Airiift capacity is one lim- 
iting factor; another is f indin g a place ' 
to land the big cargo planes that would 
transport the helicopters and accom- 
panying equipment from Germany. 
Originally, General Clark had hoped to 
land the Apaches at Albania’s lone true 
airport in Tirana, and even then die 
operation would have taken seven to 
10 days. Now NATO has reserved that 
airport for humanitarian aid shipments, 
another Pentagon official reports, so it 
must scout for new sites and, likely, 
improve whatever runway it finds be- 
fore shipping the Apaches. 

Set aside, for now, the question of 
how a military designed to simulta- 
neously fight two sizable wars lacks 
(he airlift to move tents and helicopters 
at the same time. Accept, for now, that 
NATO must choose. Humanitarian aid 
is urgently needed. A plan to get the 
deportees back into Kosovo is urgently 
needed. But surely nothing can be 
more urgent than preventing more 
massacres, rapes and forced deporta- 
tions. NATO’s strangely lackadaisical 
handling of the Apache request sug- 
gests that it has accepted its impotence 
as the ethnic cleansing continues. 
This is wrong. It should deploy the 
helicopters now. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 


Other Comment 


Palestinian Patience 

The Palestinian Authority says its 
leaders will decide by the end of April 
whether and when to proclaim an in- 
dependent state, but it is a good bet that 
the choice has already been made. Un- 
der prodding and with political sweet- 
eners from the United States and the 
15-nation European Union, Yasser 
Arafat is likely to announce he is de- 
ferring that decision for a time. The 
decision is being pushed by the May 4 
expiration of the interim peace accords 
reached with Israel five years ago. 

The best reason for letting that date 
pass quietly is the Israeli national elec- 
tion on May 17. Nothing would do more 
to assure the re-election of Prime Min- 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu and a hard- 
line government than for the Palestin- 
ians unilaterally to declare statehood. 

- It is now all but a given that there will 
be a Palestinian state somewhere down 


the road. Last month the European Un- 
ion went beyond its earlier comments 
with a statement supporting the Pal- 
estinians’ unqualified right to self-de- 
termination. U.S. officials publicly 
stick to the line that the Palestinians’ 
political future is to be negotiated, 
though privately many see eventual 
statehood as inevitable. Such opinions 
do not impress those Israelis who are 
determined to hold on to the greater 
part of the West Bank while agreeing to 
no more than limited autonomy for the 
Palestinians. But that attitude is a pre- 
scription for endless tension, ana for 
Israel's increasing isolation. 

Israel’s election could produce a 
more moderate and conciliatory gov- 
ernment that is truly interested in mov- 
ing the peace process to a conclusion. 
Mr. Arafat surely understands that a 
Palestinian declaration of statehood on 
May 4 would bury that prospect 

— Los Angeles Times. 
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General William Odom of the Hud- 
son Institute has proposed an armored 
thrust from Hungary, a new NATO- 
member, toward Belgrade, to msloog e 


that a false peace in Kosovo will only 
embolden Mr. Milosevic to turn his 
tenor against otter Balkan peoples. 

Bnt if Rnssia is willing to help settle 
the conflict, more serious diplomatic 
efforts could grow out of a planned 
meeting on Wednesday in Brussels be- 
tween Deputy Secretary of State 
Strobe Talbott and his Russian coun- 
terpart, Alexander Avdeyev, and Euro- 
pean diplomats. The alliance gave 
Mr. Talbott some talking room by 
dropping its insistence that as one con- 
dition for stopping the bombing. Mr. 
Milosevic must sign the peace plan 
prepared last month in France. The 
specific autonomy plan for Kosovo 
outlined in the agreement has been 
shattered by the Serbian assault, and 
NATO has sensibly decided that a 
new plan is needed. 

The casualties in a residential neigh- 
borhood of Aleksinac were unfortu- 
nate. But with the use of precision 
munitions, the alliance has kept ci- 
vilian casualties to a minimum. Serbian 
forces, by contrast, have deliberately 
targeted civilians in their brutal march 
across Kosovo. NATO reconnaissance 
photographs and numerous accounts 
from refugees suggest that the Serbian 
units have executed hundreds of ethnic 
Albanians as they bave forced the 
people of Kosovo from their homes. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Cf General W illiam uaom at me 

P ARIS — Evacuation to Gram, By William Pfaff Instimte has proposed an armored 

Guancanamo Germany or Turkey ^ from Hungary, a new NATO 

provides no solution to the Kosovo . , „ , mwardBelerade. to dislodge 

refugee problem. It represents denial of Mr Milosevic’s government. ThSis 

the fundamental problem, which is the undecided). A poU taken Saturday in Mr. S compro- 

war, which is being lost. France found that 58 percent supported ^ 

Resettlement abroad means collab- pound intervention. In a separate ^Serbia and 

oration in Slobodan Milosevic’s ethnic FrenJ ^ 5 |P«5f Ilt of ^esffoS ttel of 

cleansing of Kosovo. His fait accompli ents favored French ground mterven- Kraoo square kflo- 

is ratified. The only acceptable res- tion, even without NATO. ^ 22^7^ il sn uare miles) . Kosovo 

olotion for the refugees is to be escorted The pressure against ground mto-- 0 f zreaterLos Angeles A lank 

back to their homes (those homes that vention comes primarily from Wash- is foe size of greats L^sAcgoies. ^ 

survive) and provided with the security ington. ^ug^omU oppariaon is h °“' front ^ 


is ratified. The only acceptable res- 
olution for the refugees is to be escorted 
back to their homes (those homes that 
survive) and provided with the security 
in which they can rebuild their lives. 

The only solution, then, is a NATO 
mili tary victory. If there is no NATO 
victory over Serbia, there will no 
longer be a NATO. And now, no vic- 
tory is imaginable without a land cam- 
paign. The debate over intervention is 
no longer a dispute over the means to an 
end. It is a debate over abandoning 
NATO and foe American claim to in- 
ternational leadership. 

If the United States vetoes a land 
intervention — which is supported by 
majority French and British opinion — 
foe United States can forget about 
NATO. Events since March 24 have 
already weakened confidence in Amer- 
ican-assured collective security in 
Europe, or anywhere else. 

Polls conducted last Thursday and 
Friday in Britain found that 66 percent 
of those surveyed expressed support 


9 percent in a single week. Only 27 


very strong, although Newsweek says 
that 54 percent of foe U.S. public would 
send troops "to help bring peace.’’ 
Washington policymakers still see 
Kosovo through foe distorting glass of 
foe presidential campaign. Every act is 
weighed for its putative effect upon foe 
American electorate. What defeat 
would do to American opinion world- 
wide is ignored. 

This moral isolation is by now char- 
acteristic of Washington, and is po- 
tentially lethal for U.S. national in- 
terests. One might argue, and 1 have, 
that Western Europe’s politically mor- 
bid dependence upon Washington 
needs to be broken for foe good of both 
sides — bat surely not by defeat at foe 
hands of Slobodan Milosevic. 

NATO planners cannot bave neg- 
lected foe intervention contingency. The 
forces exist Air-mobile forces are avail- 
able from the United States, as are British 
and French airborne regiments, rapid- 
reaction formations and special forces. 


NATO could certainly confront the 
Serbian police and troops, not only 
with armored invasion from foe north 
and breakout by foe NATO troop now 
in Macedonia, put also with an airborne 
landing sustained from Albania (less 
t fr an 150 kilometers from central 
Kosovo) to launch operations in the 
cotter of the country , severing Serbian 
lines of communication. 

It is time for speed and improvisa- 
tion. The NATO military task is to 
drive organized Serbian forces out of 
Kosovo, destroy them and the present 
Serbian government, and restore order 
and authority in Kosovo. Mach is said 
about the Serbian guerrilla potential, 
which is reaL There is, however, no 
apparent reason why rearmed and re- 
trained forces of the Kosovo Liberation 
Army could not clear surviving Serbian 
irregulars from the Kosovo mountains. 
NATO should not attempt to occupy 
Serbia, once its army is destroyed. 

Catastrophe scenarios, citing the Vi- 


etnam example, consiswntfy neglect 
the ftctthatNATO forees wnldop- 
dale in Kosovo against a hated ^Serbian 
invader, with snppmt from foe pop- 
ulation and foe KLA. In Vietnam, the 
United States supported a government 

actively or passively opposed by a pop- 
ular majority, against foe armed op- 
position of foe most dynamic pontreat- 
militar y force in foe country. 

The Kosovars wanted freedom, and 
foe ta ctics of their KLA precipitated 
this crisis. Until now the Weston gov- 
ernments have wanted Kosovo to re- 
main part of Serbia. That no longex is 
possible. The Balkans are already pro- 
foundly destabilized. 

NATO should support Kosovo in- 
dependence in the hope foal tins might 

eventually be ratified as part of a laigCT 
Balkan settlement, negotiated with 
Kosovo’s neighbors and a successor 
government to foe present one in Bel- 
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NATO and the United States con- 
tinue to substitute palliative but mor- 
ally hypocritical gestures — refugee 
airlifts and “tempcnraiy’’ resettlements 
— for military chokes that would cost 
NATO lives. Death, however, is part of 
the military contract. The former 
French commander in Bosnia. Philippe 
Morillon, has said of America’s il- 
lusions on dais subject, “Who are these 
soldiers who are realty to kill and not 
ready to die?” 

International Herald Tribute. 

Los Angeles Times Syndicate. 
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A NATO Victory Can Bridge Europe’s Growing Divide 


S TOCKBRIDGE, Massachu- 
setts — The humanitarian 
nightmare in Kosovo may be 
reason enough for NATO's in- 
volvement in foe former 
Yugoslavia, bnt for the United 
States there are vital strategic 
stakes involved as welL These 
stakes justify the use of any 
NATO measures needed to de- 
feat Serbia, including the use of 
ground troops, because nothing 
less than foe future contours of 
Europe are now being decided. 

When foe East- West division 
of Europe was erased in 1989 
with the collapse of the Berlin 
Wall, a new division imme- 
diately began forming: that be- 
tween Central Europe and the 
Balkans. Even before the out- 
break of fighting in Yugoslavia 
in 1991. the Central European 
states of Poland, Hungary and 
Czechoslovakia were pulling 
dramatically ahead of Balkan 
countries such as Romania and 
Bulgaria in terms of progress 
toward jj table, democratic rule. 

The admission of Poland, the 
Czech Republic and Hungary 
into foe North Atlantic Treaty 

Or ganirati nn hag forma Wved this 

dangerous historical and reli- 
gious redivision of Europe be- 
tween a Roman Catholic and 


By Robert D. Kaplan 


Protestant West and an Ortho- 
dox Christian and Muslim East 
However, Slobodan Milo- 
sevic’s campaign in Kosovo 
has now given the West a 
chance to reverse this process. 
A real NATO victory, one that 
not only gives the Kosovars 
protection but also knocks 
Serbia off its perch as foe 
region’s military threat, would 
go a long way toward stabi- 
lizing foe continent 
This is because the immediate 
impact of foe current fighting is 
being fell well beyond the states 
of the former Yugoslavia, which 
all told constitute only a third of 
the Balkan peninsula. Three ma- 
jor Balkan countries — Ro- 
mania, Bulgaria and Greece — 
though not directly threatened 
by the flood of refugees roiling 
Albania and Macedonia, are 
nevertheless at ajpivotai point of 
politicaldesfiny. 

In Romania, the largest and 
most populous Balkan state, 
there is a tenuous peace be- 
tween foe Orthodox Christian 
majority and foe ethnic Hun- 
garian minority, which is mixed 
Catholic and Protestant and 
lives in the northwestern region 


of Transylvania. This relative 
c alm is a significant achieve- 
ment given that in the course of 
this century each group has 
occupied the other’s territory. 

Yet this social peace is 
threatened by the lack of mod- 
ernization in foe countryside 
and cabinet chaos in Bucharest, 
where economic reform is in 
slow motion and investor con- 
fidence is eroding. In Romania 
only the military is well run. 
Though Romanians are Eastern 
Orthodox, foe horrible memory 
of dark S talinis t decades makes 
them desperate for NATO 
membership, which would keep 
the military out of politics, stifle 
e thnic nationalist politicians 
and energize foe elite in foe 
direction of good government. 

The same goes for Bulgaria, 
where the democratically elect- 
ed cabinet is valiantly working 
toward economic refonn botis 
besieged by criminal groups 
with links to Russian busi- 
nesses and mafias. - These 
groups put tremendous pressure 
on the government and effec- 
tively push die country into 
Russia s fold. 

The Bulgarian elite is fight- 


ing back but is legitimately 
afraid of being stranded at me 
for end of the Balkans, spumed 
by NATO and severed from 
Central Europe by instability in 
Kosovo and Macedonia. 

Greece is the most misun- 
derstood Balkan country. The 
West demands that Greece be- 
have exactly like the other 
members or the alliance be- 
cause it is middle class and a 
member of NATO. But it can- 
not, because it is in the Balkans 
and must adjust its foreign 
policy relative to its geograph- 
ical position. Greeks know that 
they are fated to live next door 
to • die Serbs long after any 
NATO troops leave. 

Moreover, throughout the 
long centuries of Turkish oc- 
cupation, Greeks were suppor- 
ted by their Orthodox co-re- 
ligionists in Sejbia and Russia 
— a fact of history with effects 
that run deep. And, having nev- 
er experienced -Soviet' occupa-- 
"tign^ o^ co mmunism, Greeks 
have i romantic attachment to 
Russia that does not exist in 
Romania or even Bulgaria. 

The Greek gover nm ent is 
supporting the United States as 
best it can, given the pressures 
upon it from both (he political 


A Superpower Alone Cannot Impose Peace 


W ASHINGTON — One of 
foe most poignant — and 
potentially dangerous — dy- 
namics in the modem world is 
the way that weak ethnic groups 
come to believe that a super- 
power can save them from a 
regional bully. 

We are seeing that explosive 
process unfold now in foe Bal- 
kans. For the moment, clearly, 
we have no choice but to fight 
on behalf of foe weak Kosovars 
who depended on our promises 
of protection. Bnt we need 
to understand the underlying 
forces at work here to avoid 
potentially disastrous mistakes 
in foe future. 

The problem, in essence, is 
what I would call “the law of 
disproportionate interest.'’ This 
holds that a regional power like 
Yugoslavia, whose interests are 
engaged in a visceral way, will 
almost always have greater pa- 
tience and resolve than a distant 
superpower, which is interven- 


By David Ignatius 


ing for reasons that are morally 
sound but pragmatically weak. 

I watched this dynamic play 
out in Lebanon, where foe Ma- 
ronite Christians dreamed that a 
great power would rescue them 
from their geographical fate of 
living next door to a brutal 
Muslim-led Syria. The Leba- 
nese Christians imagined at 
various points that foe French 
coaid save them, or foe United 
Stales, or Israel or the Vatican. 

Two potential deliverers — 
Israel and the United Slates — 
actually went to war on their 
behalf. But the regional bully, 
Syria, had a staying power that 
we Americans lacked. Lebanon 
regained stability only with 
the Taif agreement of 1989, 
which implicitly recognized 
Syria’s hegemony. 

The Balkans in the 1990s 
have provided a stark example 
of the power of the weak. 


through their veiy suffering and 
powerlessness, to gain inter- 
national support The Bosnian 
Muslims turned their victim- 
hood in Sarajevo into a kind 
of weapon — really their only 
weapon — against the regional 
bully, die Serbs. The great 
powers finally sent in hoops to 
enforce a shaky peace agree- 
ment But the fact remains that 
a stable Bosnia can exist over 
foe long run only if it reaches 
an accommodation with a Ser- 
bian-led Yugoslavia, which 
will remain the dominant farce 
in the Balkans. 

Now in Kosovo, NATO has 
embarked on what may prove 
the most dangerous test yet of 
this regional power dynamic. 
With Western support, the 
Kosovo Albanians came to be- 
lieve that they were a potent 
force — to the point that they 
actually balked at signing the 


A Plea for a Chinese Dissident 


Rambouillet peace deal we had 
negotiated on their behalf. 

This week, the images of 
desperate Kosovo refugees 
fleeing their homes are a re- 
minder of foe moral obligations 
that great powers assume when 
they make threats and promises 
on behalf of weaker groups. 

We have no choice now but 
to wage war to protect the 
people whose lives are at risk 
— in part because of our hastily 
considered diplomatic and mil- 
itary strategy. To leave them to 
die, after they trusted in us,- 
would be unforgivable. 

But as we begin to think 
about the future of die Balkans, 
we should bear in mind the 
lesson that was learned, at great 
cost, by a generation of would- 
be pea cemakers in the Middle 
East: Great powers cannot im- 
pose peace whoa the patties on 
foe ground are not ready to make 
peace themselves. We cannot 
override their intransigence 
with our goodwill History also 
teaches that when we rashly 
promise military intervention, 
we risk harming most foe very 
people we want to help. 

The Washington Post. 


left and right. But if the Serbs _ 
humiliate NATO. Greeks will*: 
act in- self-interest. Their 
NATO ties will be reduced to : 
an official trapping, even as- 
tfaey deny this very fact and 7 
quietly intensity linkswith their * 
follow Orthodox in Moscow-' 
and Belgrade. After 47 years of I: 
NATO membership, Greece - 1 
. could be lost. 

Appeals to conscience will.; 
not keep Greece a de facto as— 
well as a de jure member of 
NATO, nor wfll they keep Ro- 
mania and Bulgaria from slip-" 
ping into the sway of Russia. , 
What is required is nothing less - 
than & complete NATO m£ut&iy - 
victory. Indeed, while the.’ 
Greeks and the Macedonian ' 
Slavs despise each other, as . 
Orthodox Christians they: 
equally despise .foe. M uslim - 
Kosovars. Few in the region, 
can be expected to feel sym- 
pathy far me Islamic refugees, 
'who disrupt foe fragile religious " 
and ethnic balance in neigh- 
boring countries, already 
buideaed by weak governments ' 
and high unemployment. * 

' Thus, if the bombing cam- • 
paign fails and NATO gives up ' 
at the negotiating table, it j 
would seal Europe off accord- ( 
ing to medieval lines, with the A . 
newly expanded NATO a mere- - # 
variation of the old Holy Ro-T 
man Enqrire — foe old Chris- 1 
tian West, that is — and witin 
the Near East be ginning where 2 
the old Ottoman Turkish Em- b 
pire once did, roughly on foe u 
bonier between Croatia and; 
Serbia and somewhere in 
Transylvania where efohion 
Hungarians meet Romanians, z 

In 1834, entering foe antonO 
omous Ottoman principality of t 
Serbia from the Hapsburg Em- J 
pire, the English travel writer -i 
Alexander Kinglake wrote, “I j 
had come, as it were, to the end r. 
of this wheel-going Europe, and ', 
now my eyes would see then 
Splendour and Havoc of the 
East” That same demarcation i 
between East and West will re- - 
emerge unless Slobodan Mi- ? 
losevic is crushed with air andc 
ground troops and a NATO t 
protectorate is established in.-/ 
Kosovo and Macedonia. T . » ” 

Only Western impe rialism J 
7 - though few will like calling.- 
it that can now unite the J 
European continent " and save 
the Balkans from chaos. > 

The writer is a correspondent 
far The Atlantic Monthly and-] 
the author of "Balkan Ghosts: .’ 

A Journey Through History 
He contributed this comment to .: 

The New York Times. 







T HE visit to the United 
States by Prime Minister 
Zhu Rongji of China is an im- 
portant opportunity to raise 
foe case of my father, Xu 
Wenli, and other imprisoned 
members of foe China Democ- 
racy Party, including Wang 
Youcai and Qin Yongmin. 

In 1981 tny father was sen- 
tenced to 15 years in prison for 
publishing a newsletter and ad- 
vocating free speech as a lead- 
ing member of C hina ’s pro- 
democracy movement. He was 
chazged with “countenevolu- 
tion,” a crime foal no longer 
exists in Chinese law. In 1<&3 
he was released but kept under 
virtual house arrest. 

In November 1998 my fa- 
ther peacefully organized foe 
Beijmg-Tianjm branch of the 
China Democracy Party. All 
of his actions were closely 
monitored. But all he did was 
try to help China have a better, 
pore open, system. Now he is 
in jail tor what he believes in. 

What are his “crimes”? He 
published statements ex pr ess- 


By Xu Jin 

ing dissatisfaction with one- 
party dictatorship. He called 
for autonomous trade unions 
and a change in the electoral 
system. He did every thing 
openly, legally and peace- 
fully. My father’s actions were 
fully protected by foe Inter- 
national Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights, which 
Ch i n a signed in October 19 98, 
and foe UN Universal Dec- 
laration of Human Rights. 

On Dec. 1. 1998, after a 
three-hour trial, foe Beijing 
People’s Intermediate Court 
sentenced Xu Wenli to 13 
years in prison for subverting 
foe power of foe state. The trial 
was a sham. The Chinese gov- 
ernment has violated its own 
laws by putting my fa- 
ther in jaiL The government 
claimed that the trial was 
“open,” but only my mother 
got a ticket to attend, and she 
was told not to fake notes. Oth- 
er friends, the foreign press. 


international human rights or- 
ganizations and foreign dip- 
lomats were denied access. 

My father is an innocent 
man, though he did not appeal 
his sentence. He has said that 
by appealing, he would legit- 
imize the whole judicial pro- 
cedure, when there Is no in- 
dependent and free judiciary in 
China. There is no rule of law. 
Justice in China bends to foe 
will of the country’s leaders. 

It is hard for me to go to 
sleep every day and think my 
fatter is suffering in jaiL I ask 
for President Bill Clinton’s 
help in calling for my father’s 
release and urging the Chinese 
government to take steps im- 
me diatel y to improve the con- 
ditions of his imprisonment I 
also ask for help in seeking an 
end to the harassment of my 
mother. He Xintong, who 
lives in Beijing. 

The writer is the daughter 
of Xu Wenli. She contributed 
{his comment to The Wash- 
ington Post. 
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1899: T railing Islands criminals. The bureau adds that *! 

WASfflNCTON - Statt ^ 

wuchin « mined with a political aim and ' —S~. 
^growing win, a* intendon of discred-- 
Mt^amongmhabitants of iiing te Albanian Stem in the ' 
Leeward Islands and Ja- eyes of tfre world.” 

TTlflira in favnr nFonnnv4fi a Ar. * 
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maica in favor of annexation to 
foe United States. It is mainly a 
question as to whether Great 
Britain would be w illing to re- 
linquish sovereignty over the 
Leeward Islands in re ta i n for 
the Philippines. As far as the 
United States is concerned, 
public sentiment here would-be 
entirely favorable to a trarig 

1924: Albania Kiffingg 

ROME — Two Americans 
were killed by unknown per- 
sons on the road from Tirana to 

Scutari, in Albania. The Albani- 
an Press Bureau in London 
states font foe Albanian Gov- 
eminent immediately took 
strong measures to secure foe 
arrest and punishment of foe 


*1949: American Duty 

WASHINGTON — President ' 
Truman said that he “would not-*’ 
hesitate' fo use the atomic * 
bomb again if foe “welfare of. I 
foe United States and foe de-, - 
mocraciesoftheworld’’ wasat - 

stake. He said, however, that the ’ 
North Atlantic pact will “me- • 
vent our having to make a de- .. 
cirion of that sort.” He said: 
Yon want to continue to see - 
tins great country of oms grow 
fright thing f W aS foe - 

people of the world because die 4 

welfare of foe world is now onr J' 
yespousibiiiiy. Whether we Wl» ■* 
iter not, we have been forced 7 
into mat position by two world ‘ 
wars. 
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Netanyahu Goes Too Far 
With a Campaign of Fear 


li! bh-u 


trr -i 

' % Uri Dromi 

: ..J™SALEM ““ Traffic in. Jen. 

^"^craisnsnally heavy sono 

^^oaedayia iSSlSSSt 

■ |f S?T^^. l *W ever 3*o^toa 
* • &Tte 18X1 drwer asked roe if I 
g°ing on. A stare 
* guessed these 
were the Eurojpeau ambassadors 
m Israel, coming to see Foreign 

Minister Ariel Sharon. 

A week before, in Berlin, die 
European Union declared its nn- 
. 5»ivocaI support of the Palestin- 
ians right to declare a state. Now it 
' was Israel's turn to tell die Eun>- 
; -v peans to mind theirawn business. 

Llet them solve Kosovo fi ptf 
The driver couldn’t care less. A 
Palestinian state? Everyone 
t. knows that sooner or later there 
> will be one, he mused, so what 

was all this fuss about? Maybe, he 

said, once the Palestinians have a ■ 

■ J state of their own, they’d just 
leave us Israelis alone. We might 
-■> even be better off, he c o n gh itfed. 

I decided to walk. As I slammed 
the door, I noticed a sticker on the 
back of the cab: “Netanyahu. A 
i. Strong Leader far a Strom* 

People.” 

True to his image. Prime Min- 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu, when 
denouncing Europe for its approv 
al of a Palestinian state, usedeve 


even. 

stronger language than Mr. Shar- 
on did with the ambassadors. “It 
is a shame,” 'he declared, “that 
Europe, where a third of toe'Jew- 
ish people were killed, should take 
a stand which puts Israel at risk 
and goes against our interests.” 

Trivializing the Holocaust and 
exploiting it for election purposes 
is a questionable tactic, indeed. Mr. 
Netanyahu, however, is desperate 
to put fire into die dor mant cam- 
paign. With elections a little more 
than a month away, his m«n rival, 
Ehud Barak, might turn the stag- 
gering Israeli economy into a whi- 
rling card. That is why the prime 
minister tries to frigluen ns with a 
* i demon called Palestinian State. 

Does Mr. Netanyahu really be- 
lieve that a small, demilitarized 
state, economically dependent on 
Israel, would possibly pose an ex- 
istential threat to its mighty neigh-; 
hot? He does. Just read bis book,. 
“A Place Among the Nations.” It 
is about anything except Israelis 
and Palestinians living side by 
side in peac e , in their respective 
states. 

The Israelis, however, do not 


seem 1o folly agree with' their 
prime minister. According to re- 
cent surveys conducted lay Tel 
Aviv University, most Israelis 
would not lose a good night’s slew 

over the threaiof a Palestinian 
state. Their greatest fear, rather, is 
the possibility of Iran or Iraq hav- 
ing nuclear weapons. A Palestin- 
ian state does not even rank: second 
on the Israeli horror list. 
are more concerned about the 
widening rifts between haves and 
have-nots, between Orthodox and 
non-Ortbodox Jews, between 
Arabs and Jews in IsraeL 

Another survey, earned out 
precisely when Mr. Netanyahu 
and Mr. Sharon were reprimand- 
ing Europe, shows not only that 
more than two-thirds of the Is- 
raelis believe a Palestinian s tate 
will be established, but that there 
is a slight majority of them who 
actually think the Pales tinians de- 
serve a state of their own. - 

Why, then, does Mr. Netan- 
yahu, using rhetoric of the 1980s, 
insist on raising the empty threat of 
a Pales tinian state? Is it possible 
that such a sharp politician can’t 
hear what even his supporters, like 
my taxi driver, are saying? 

If so, then when he and his 
American adviser Arthur Finkie- 
stein, a master of negative cam- 
paigning, find out they are not 
getting the desired results, they 
might try to rat srane mne fear in 
the hearts of Israelis. Last time, 
they came up with televirion ad 
showing a breaking glass with 
then-Pnme Minister Shimon 
Peres holding hands with Yasser 
Arafat The caption read: “Peres 
Will Divide Jerusalem.” Cheap 
and nasty aait was, it worked” 

This tune, they will have to go 
one step further, periiaps showing 
wreckage of an airplane that had 
just taken off from Ben-Gurion 
airport, near Tel Aviv, presumably 
shot down by missiles launched 
from the nearby Palestinian state. 

But even an image snch as that 
may not work for Mr. Netanyahu, 
because, as the surveys show,, for 
toe first time in four years, more 
than 50 percent of Israelis believe 
that the Arabs would not want to 
destroy Israel even if they could.- 

The writer was the director of 
the Israeli government press of- 
fice from 1992 to 1996. He con- 
tributed this comment to the In- 
ternational Herald Tribune. 



Real Ties Being Destroyed 
During Hie Internet War 9 ■ 


By Ellen Goodman 


B OSTON- — There are rimes in 
my life as a frequent flier 
when I glance at the plane phone 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


The ‘Other 9 Serbia 

Stephen Rosenf eld’s commen- 
tary (“Look Again: Resist the 
Temptation to Demonize the 
Serbs " March 29) was a wel- 
come, if belated, effort to level the 
editorial playing field that has 
been sadly askew since this round 
of Balkan wars erupted nearly a 
decade ago. From the start of tins 
horrid mess in 1991, the “other” 
Serbia that Mr. Rosenfeld de- 
scribes has bad too few articulate 
— 1 or journalists have 
to seek them out 

Fifty-eight years ago, Serbs 
rose up to bring down their own 
government, which trad signed a 
pact with Hitler under great pres- 
sure from the Axis powers. These 
Serbs became toe allies of toe 
powers opposing Nazism for toe 
duration of World War H and at a 
crucial point kept German divi- 
sions tied up in the Balkans for 
weeks, slowing the German as- 
sault on Russia. 

The NATO countries appar- 
ently have forgotten this bit of 
history. They have embarked on 
an arrogant, reckless policy that 
seems determined to alienate the 
Serbs, who are essential to mak- 
ingpeace in the region. 

With its bombing campaign, 
the North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nization is giving the Albanians of 
Kosovo reason to dream that they, 
too, can have an independent 
stale, carved out of Serbia’s me- 
dieval heartland. The allies dis- 


miss Serbia’s objections to this 
scenario and former inflame its 
beleaguered and unbalanced na- 
tionalism with talk of ai ming and 
training the Kosovars: 

Allied strategy fails to consider 
that both rides in this conflict be- 
lieve their causes are just and that 
both are drawing upon entrenched 
ideologies and values. 

If NATO is serious about pro- 
moting peace it must pause in its 
bombing and get both sides back 
to the negotiating table at once, 
enlisting Russia as an honest 
broker to reason with the Serbs. 

And, not too far in the future, 
the partition of Kosovo should be 
considered, keeping the area with 
toe most monasteries and 
churches that are Serbia's medi- 
eval legacy m the Yugoslav fed- 
eral republic and giving Albani- 
ans control of toe r emaining 
territory. Though sad, this — and 
not NATO bombing — may be 
the best of toe bad options avail- 
able. 

JOAN McQUEENEY MITRIC. 

Kffraringmn, Maryland 

‘Republican Physics 9 

In toe 1920s, toe Bolsheviks 
characterized Einstein’s theory of 
relativity as “bourgeois phys- 
ics.” Now we are faced with a 
new phenomenon: “Republican 
physics.” After a decade of fruit- 
less research and the expenditure 
of billions in military laboratories 
to develop an anti-missile “um- 


brella,” Republicans in the 
United States are calling for a 
massive revival of this effort. 

The Clinton administration has 
even been castigated far failing to 
threaten toe North Koreans with 
this unattainable weapon. 

FREDERICK G. SCHAB. 

New York. 

Overlooked Books 

Regarding "Is the Information 
Age Malang Us Any Wiser?" 
(March 16): 

To write that “at the height of 
the Renaissance, there were 
people who could claim plausibly 
to have read every important book 
ever written” ignores toe exten- 
sive literature of toe Arabs and 
Persians, to say nothing of toe 
innumerable- Hindu works of re- 
ligion, poetry, drama and philo- 
sophy. By tiie 1 5th century in 
China, any moderately well-off 
scholar had a library larger than 
the 199 books of Queens College 
in 1472. 

JOHN RAY. 

Fbnteaay-Trgsigny. France. 


' Letters intended for publica- 
tion should be addressed ' ‘Letters 
to the Editor ■” and contain the 
writer's signature, name and full 
address. Letters should be brief 
and are subject to editing. We 
cannot be responsible for the re- 
turn of unsolicited manuscripts. 


and wonder What would I do if 
this plane were in trouble? Would 
I can home? Would I reach out to 
make a final contact? 

1 think of toe doomed climber on 
Mount Everest who talked by ra- 
dio- telephone link to his wife as be 

MEANWHILE 

died three years ago. He was 
hopeless, on an icy mountain in 
NepaL She was helpless, in a cozy 
home in New Zealand. 

These are not ordinary events 
or everyday fantasies. But it 
seems to me that all the new tools 
of communication tease us with 
toe possibility that we can reach 
out, especially in a crisis, over 
vast distances and deep gulfs of 
experience. We can make a hu- 
man connection. 

. Now this expanding technology 
is changing our experience of that 
deepest human crisis, war, and 
feeding another illusion. We are 
knee-deep in what has been 
dubbed ‘The Fust Internet War." 

The Vietnam War was The 
First TV War. Historians tell us 
that the images beamed into living 
rooms made us Americans rebel. 
Maybe so, or maybe that is when 
we learned that you could get up 
from toe sofa during a battle and 

S a Coke. The Golf War was a 
t, too. The First Live War, 
broadcast in CNN time and “You 
Are There” color. It, too, brought 
war home — or let us be com- 
fortable voyeurs to a live fire- 
works show over Baghdad. 

The conflict in Kosovo is achat- 
room war, an e-mail war, a Web- 
site war. a war in which anyone 
with a personal computer and a 
phone line can become a corre- 
spondent. A war in which anyone 
with a PC and access to the In- 
ternet can log on to the war zone. 

It is the human-to-human con- 
nections that make this war cor- 
respondence unique. An ethnic 
Albanian e-mails his story to 
whom it may concern: 

“When darkness comes I will 
have to leave my home again and 
find some place to hide/ 

A Macedonian writes into the 
ether about toe refugees in her 
house, especially the little boy who 
puts some of every meal in a plastic 
bag to save for his missing father. 


On the Albanian border, a Ser- 
bian monk sets up a Web site. In 
Belgrade, an architect laments the- 
destruction of buildings created, 
by a follower of Le Corbusier. 

A physicist educated in the. 
United States writes loug, urgent 
e-mails insisting, “We axe all so-, 
similar deep down.” » 

And a high school boy in Cali-' 
fomia holds onto the messages-' 
from an Albanian high school girl, 
in Kosovo about fear and music,’, 
life under siege and “the luck-' 
in ess I feel for jusr being alive.” , 
The only people not logging on,, 
it seems, are toe desperate* 
refugees in camps and fields. But 
there is a true disconnect an odd£ 
duality, in the notion of an Internet 
War. The Internet In all of its. 
immediacy gives us the imprest 
sion that we live in a world that isi 
growing smaller by the day, more: 
high-tech by the week. The war in; 
the Balkans tells us about a world: 
in which people are splintered by.' 
hatred as ancient as tribes. 

The Internet makes us believei 
that we can be in touch all the. 
time. War teaches us about toe 
devastating breakdown of ties, the 3 , 
bleak refusal to understand. 

Those who linger on-line may 
think of themselves as citizens o£ 
toe world. But the warmongers. 1 
talk of “ethnic cleansing.” The 
Internet breeds a population at 
home in cyberspace; toe war cre- 
ates hordes of homeless refugees. 

And even as the Internet watch- 
ers take pride in erasing timei 
zones, they remain as disconnect 
ted from the war victims and the, 
brutality that surrounds them as; 
a wife in New Zealand was fromi 
a husband on Mount Everest. L 
Albeit Einstein once said that, 
the atom bomb “has changed ev-p 
erything save our modes of think-* 
ing. and thus we drift toward un-:. 
paralleled catastrophe.” The In-*, 
temet has changed much about the:' 
way we can communicate. Yet in 
this most recent drift toward ca-r 
tastxophe it does little to change': 
toe old modes of thinking, the 
ancient habit of hating. i 

So we log on and log off this war 
at mil. Meanwhile, a video artist 
about to escape Belgrade writes ini 
her e-mail diary: * ‘And the news is: 
really bad. ... If there will be no 
more electricity. I’ll continue- 
sending messages through toe. 
clouds. Someone may catch it.” • 
The Bnsftm Globe. • 
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FRED Y NEPTUNE 
A Novel in Verse 
By Les Murray. 255 pages. $25, Farrar, 
Straus & Giroux. 

Reviewed by Richard Eder 
■ - r?REDDIE BOETTCHER, an Aus- 
a iralian farm boy of Goman descent, 
runs off to sea before World War L In 
Constantinople he contracts leprosy ; tire 
disease is attested, but it leaves him 
unable to feel pain or any other physical 
sensation inmost of his body. 

This physical blankness plus enor- 
mous strength attend a wikuy extrav- 
agant career. He is. impressed into the 
German Navy, serves at a British cav- 
alry station in toe Middle East (he mee ts 
Lawrence of Arabia and judges hi m a 
popinjay), works as a rough laborer 
back in Australia and as a circus strong- 
man (where he gets the name Frcdy 
Neptune), and goes on a weird gangster 
mission to the United States. 

He tides the Depression rails, be- 
comes a Hollywood extra (Mariene Di- 
etrich brings him lunch and recites 
Rilke), serves on a Genium zepfssim, 
beats up brownshirts in Bavaria, is 
strafed by Japanese planes in World 
"WWar II and scouts with Australian com- 
^mandos in New Guinea. Finally, he 
settles back borne with bis pati ently 
resourceful wife, two gr own ch ildren 
and a mentally unpaired German bw he 
had rescued years before from a Nazi 

sterilization squad. . . . _ 

ait this (I’ve been chokingly sue- 

cinct) mate “Fta$ 
like an antipodean TmUn. Yet the sub- 
title suggests that this suspiciously hy- 
per-picaresque ricochet through the 
bells of our century is a novel *sgu»ed 

V . ^ ± lulek m. v u iia m mconvCM 


asapoem. — * — — *- - 

as a novel disguised as a poem. _ 

Les Murray, neither cartoonist nor 

novelist, is 

euished poet Al the heart of rredy 
Ni^nc." a heart foar only <pnte re- 
veals itself toward the tost of its 10,000 

Uank-versc line s, is- * 

Audacious and unnerving as to belong to 


poetry’s flash of transforming revel- 
ation, not fiction’s tidal sea-changes. 

Rut of the revelation is the meaning 
of Fredy’s physical numbness. We 
know it has is metaphorical purpose 
from toe beginning. Soon. we realize that 
his role is to be a witness to the terrible 
events of history. No detached witness, 
Fredy launches himself at every outrage 
as well as he can, which is not very well. 
He is a Superman who can’t fly, a Paul 
Banyan attended by the tiniest of bine 
calflets. Numbness is his only strength, 
the very tfoodxticm of sentience. When 
the body cast fed, toe mind is free to 
fed everything; there is no pain to trip 
the circuit breakers of shock. 

“Fredy” is only 255 pages, yet so 
modi is packed in each line (a page 
would be a chapter of a regular novel) 
tiiuirseemsofqiicleqgtiL'niatisfrtfoi' 
toe numbness metaphor to extend. Meta- 
phors are leaps; in an instant they carry us 

past 30 nuinntes of explanation. In 
“Fredy’ ’ we may find ourselves trudging 
with toe metaphor cm our back, until the 
end, when it launches into full fli g ht 
The quality of the adventures varies. 
The first 80 pages ring an entrancing set 
of changes from the very first line 
(“That was sausage day/on o ur far m 
outside Dungog”) to Fredy’s return to 
Australia after the German Navy , a Ber- 
lin hospital and a flight with a British 
airman on what turns out to be a quail 
shoot a gains t trapped Tories, one that 
Fredy forcibly terminates. 

IBs struggles to support a family in 
Depression-wracked Australia are well 
fri] ri, if less exciting. His adventures in 

toe United States, on the other hand, are 

both excessively fantastical and inert. 
The intensity air the verse form mag- 
nifies toe flaws. 

StiD, Murray’s way with language 
smd imagery is thrilling when it has 
action and character to sustain. He has 
given his protagonist a biting plebeian 
voice, a vernacular that soars. Here is 
Fredy describing an attack by spidery 
World War I planes in Palestine: 

Three came straining over 

from down south, rodring, h a n g i ng 

BRIDGE 


their pony-trap wheels. 

In front of those north Mils they 
stopped and braced above ground 
on their guns* fumy penciling. 

He speaks of his estranged body, in- 
sensible to pleasure (bis sexual partners 
have to tell Mm when he’s ready and 
when he’s finished) and pain. To avoid 
suspicion, he learns to “curse when 
burnt, bunch when you see it’s cold” 
and “remember to get tired.” 

The real meaning of Fredy’s condition 
lig hts up at toe end, igniting circuits laid 
earlier. We realize what the physical 
deadness signifies: not only defense but 
atonement for the world’s evil His lep- 
rosy struck him in Constantinople when 
Tories doused a group of Armenian 
women with kerosene and set them 
alight, “dark widcs to great orange 
flames/whopping and shrieking.” 

Its numbness lifts, finally, only after 
toe final horror: the mushroom clouds 
over Japan, whose lethal whiteness 
Fredy prefigures in his own long 
whito-out Despairing, he asks how to 
pray. The answers are shocking: “For- 
give toe Aborigines,” a voice tells him. 
Then, “Forgive the Jews. ” Then, “For- 
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headed? Suddenly Murray shatters a 
deadly contemporary cycle of evil and 
apology — Holocaust, apartheid, 
slavery, Guatemalan genocide. There is 
something freezingly inert about apol- 
ogy: a way of getting off cheap, of 
clothing evil with virtue and, even, a 
new aggression against toe victims. 

Forgive the Jews, the Aborigines, the 
Guatemalans? Why? “For being on our 
conscience.” Yes, it is wrong-headed, 
even literally: It stands reason on its 
bead. Murray blasphemes, but then po- 
ets do have toe license. Virtuous an- 
swers doze off; a poet can provide 
dreadful questions to jolt them awake. 
Literature is an ax wielded against the 
frozen sea within, us, Kafka wrote. Mur- 
ray’s ax is barbarous but something has 
just cracked inside me. 

New York Tana Service 


ByAlan Tniscoa 
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merican Contract 
Sere in Vancouver. Bxiwf 

m was UK lOifr-scededteara 

^jart Bramley. Sidney La*; 

d Howard Wemsiein and 

w bronze 

world champions!^ 

*«dmVaiKtonv«wito 
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Bruno and Jeff ScfaoetL 
The second-seeded team of 
Richard Schwartz, Bob Gold- 
man, Steve Weinstein and Bob 
Levin suffered toe bigg est ,qp- 
set, losing by 20 to a group 
wstoaNew VarkGty nucleus: 
Nicholas Hartnng, Dan Pirn, 
Getig Prosnitz and Ira Eweo. 
Pao, a fonner New Yorker 
who now lives in California, 
bro ught home tt doubled con- 
tract on toe diagr amm ed deaL 
He opened with a weakno- 
tnnnp as South, and his part- 
ner transferred to spades by 

bi rid^g two hearts. West don- 
bled fra takeout, and East de-. 
oded that Ms best chance by 
in defending. West led hi* 


cwm m aerenuui«. 

singleton spade, trying to .cnt 


down ruffe, and South won 
with the ace and led a heart. 
West played low; and when 
the queen won. South ducked 
acMbtoWest 
A low diamond was re- 
turned, and South won with 
toe king in' dummy. He 
crossed to the club and led a 
second heart; West took toe 
ace and played a third club, 
and /South ruffed in dummy 
and cashed toe heart king. A 
diamond to toe ace and a dia- 
mond ruff gave him 
hicks, and, he conceded, 
last three to East In the replay 
toe same contract was made 
undoubted, and PSro and Ms 
teammates gained 8 imp * en 
route toyicttay. 
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4A962 
♦ A 9 8 
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Difficult Call 
For Europe’s 
Central Bank 

Pressure fora Rate Cut 
Builds on Eve of Meeting 

By Edmund L. Andrews 

New York Times Service 

— Hans-Joacbim 
^Becker thought he had endured the 
.worst, until a few months ago. 

: As a managing director at Barmag 
; AG. a manufacturer of textile machinery 
■near Dusseldorf, Mr. Becker pushed his 
company through a brutal restructuring 
th^eUminared 2,000 of 5,000 jobs in 

: 11 seemed to work brilliantly. Sales 
bounced back to a near-record level of 
•1-1 billion Deutsche marks ($609 mil- 
lion) last year, and profit soared 49 per- 
i; > . .cent, to 75 million DM. 

: But now, thanks to the financial crises 
in Asia and Latin America, the maArt*^ 
'has collapsed. Orders for new machines 
have plunged 44 percent, and Mr. Beck- 
er predicts that sales this year will drop 
:from 1 .1 billion DM to 630 million DM. 
: Two hundred people were laid off last 
.month, and another 200 may have to go 
before the year is over. 

„ ‘ ‘There is absolutely no investment in 
-this business. 1 ’ Mr. Becker said Wed- 
nesday. “We have millions if not hun- 
'dreds of millions of consumers who are 
not able to afford a new shirt. 11 
" Though Barmag’s case is extreme, it 
.is not unique and goes to the heart of die 
-challenge that confronts the European 
'Central Bank when it decides Thursday 
whether or not to lower interest rates. 

Many analysts say that the new central 
.bank, which has until recently dismissed 
the need for rate cuts, has now become 
sufficiently alarmed about Europe's 
prospects and is about to reverse 
course. 

The same is true for the Bank of 
England, which has already cot interest 
rates several times in the past few 
months. 

A lot is at stake. As guardian of the 
new European currency, the euro, the 
.European Central Bank is worried about 
•establishing its credibility with financial 
markets. It must also reckon with con- 
tradictory trends: Growth is stagnant in 
Germany but still strong in Spain, Por- 
tugal ana Ire land; business confidence is 
low in many countries, bol con sum e r s 
are more optimistic than they tase bora 
in years. 

But the bigger question is whefhera 
■ moderate cut in interest rates wffl make a 
. big improvement. Europe’s biggest 
problems stem from the decline in ex- 
ports to Asia. Russia and Latin America, 
where many countries are still in deep 
recession, and those problems have very 
little to do with domestic interest rates. 

“We already have an expansionary 
monetary policy said Petra Koehler, a 
senior economist at Dresdner Bank in 
Frankfurt. 11 ‘Monetary policy is not what 
is burdening the economy.” 

Indeed, baseline interest rates in the 
euro zone have been 3 percent since 
Europe’s central banks collectively 
lowered rates from about 33 percent last 
December. Though Europe has reduced 
rates less than the U.S. Federal Reserve 

Board, the baseline rate is still about 170 
percentage points lower than the federal 
funds raze. 

But Germany’s problems have been 
aggravated because its principal source 

See EURO, Page 14 




2 Largest U.S. Record Companies 
Join to Market Music on the Web 

Universal-BMG Venture Will Build Off Several Existing Sites 


By Saul Hansell 

New York Times Service 


NEW YORK — The two largest 
U.S. record companies. Universal 
Music and BMG. announced Wed- 
nesday that they were forming a joint 
venture to create Internet sites to pro- 
mote and sell music. 

The move recognizes the growing 
importance of the Internet, both in 
budding an audience for musicians 
and in selling music. This year, an 
estimated 2 percent of the compact 
disks sold in the United 
States will be bought over 
the Internet 

The Uaiversal-BMG 
venture will build off several 
sites where BMG has 
already started to promote 
its artists, industry execu- 
tives said. These include 
Peeps.com, a rhythrr^and- 
blnes site; Bugjuice.com, for 
alternative music, and Twangdns.com, 
for country music. Universal Music 
artists in each category will be added to 
these and other sites. 

These genre-based sites will feature 
information about and interviews with 
artists, chat rooms for fans and live 
music broadcasts. The companies 
hope to attract a large audience be- 
cause, as record companies, they have 
idiom 


dies. BMG is part of Bertelsmann AG. 
the German media conglomerate, and 
has labels such as Arista, Elektra 
Nonesuch and BMG Classical and 
artists including Whitney Hooston, 
Puff Daddy and Sarah McLachlan. 

Universal Music Group is an arm of 
Seagram Co., which bought Poly- 
Gram NV last autumn, and has labels 
such as MCA, Geffen, Def Jam, Mer- 
cury. Motown and A&M, with a roster 
of artists ranging from Elton John to 
Herbie Hancock to U2. 

In the United States, Universal is 


ftaa by The AnocMtad fteu 

Universal Music’s artists include, 
from top, Elton John; U2 and its lead 
singer, Bono; and Herbie Hancock. 


access to better information about 
artists than other retail sites. Besides 
promoting their own records, they will 
probably sell advertising. 

Moreover, these sites will link users 
to a new Internet music store estab- 
lished by BMG and Universal called 
Getmusic.com. 

Unlike the genre sites, which will 
promote only Universal and BMG 
artists. Getmusic will also sell the mu- 
sic of artists from the other major 
labels and independent record compa- 


The move recognizes the growing 
importance of the Internet, both in 
building an audience for musicians and 
for selling music. It ‘is one of the most 
positive things that could happen. 9 


the largest record company, with a 27 
percent share of the market BMG is 
second, with 17 percent 

A few years ago, it wotdd have 
raised eyebrows for a manufacturer of 
any product to compete with its dealers 
by opening an on-line retail enterprise. 
But the Internet has caused many 
companies to open channels for direct 
sales. 

Bertelsmann, which also owns Ran- 
dom House, the largest book-publish- 
ing company in the United States, has 
bought half of Barnesandnoble.com, 
the on-line bookstore. And Time 
Warner Inc’s Warner Music and Sony 
Music — the third- and fourth-ranked 
labels — have already opened a joint 
music store, called Total E, which is 
ran through the Columbia House mu- 
sic club and is owned by the two 
companies. 

Total E, however, has had relatively 


little effect on the market so far. The 
two leaders in on-line music sales are 
CDNow, which recently bought its 
rival N2K, and Amazon.com. die big 
on-line bookstore. 

The Universal-BMG deal “is one 
of the most positive things that could 
happen." said Jonathan Diamond, the 
chairman of CDNow. 

“It is further validation of the In- 
ternet as a major promotion and retail 
c hanne l. 11 

This deal sets the stage for record 
labels to allow people to download 
music to their computer. 
“““ Currently, there is a 
frenzy among Internet 
users who are download- 
ing illegal copies of 
songs using a technology 
called MP3. Hie record 
industry is trying to de- 
velop an alternate tech- 
nology that will prevent 
copying without paying 
royalties to the labels and artists. 

For now, Getmusic.com will not 
offer digital downloads of music, but 
they may be added later, when record- 
industry standards are settled. 

While opening an on-line store is 
relatively easy, getting business is not. 
Amazon.com. for example, continues 
to leap further and further ahead of 
Bamesandnoble.com. And in its first 
full quarter of selling music, Amazon, 
with its rapidly growing customer 
base, sold more compact disks than 
either N2K or CDNow. 

But the newly merged CDNow has 
some advantages that die new Get- 
music.com will not be able to duplicate 
easily. It has 1 .6 million customers (still 
well short of Amazon’s 8 million) and 
exclusive promotion deals on most of 
the more popular sites on the Internet, 
including America Online, Yahoo! and 
Excite. 


Ftow biThAnoatfcd Ren 

BMG’s artist roster Includes, from 
top to bottom, Whitney Houston, 
Sarah McLachlan and Puff Daddy. 


A Powerful Mexican Partnership Ends 



By Julia Preston 

New Ytwk Times Sen-ice 


Alejandro BuriHo Azcarraga, left, and Miguel Aleman Magnani shaking 
hands after the deal was announced. Emilio Azcarraga Jean is at center. 


fCl ^MEXICO' CITY In a momentous 
bpt amicable parting of two of Mexico’s 
most powerful business dynasties, the 
Aleman family is selling its 14 percent 
stake in the holding company that con- 
trols Grape Televisa SA, the largest 
broadcast network in Mexico. 

The Aleman family's decision was 
disclosed Tuesday at a ceremonious 
news conference by the two young men 
who recently took control of their family 
empires. Miguel Aleman Magnani, 32, 
is a vice president of Televisa and grand- 
son of a former president of Mexico; 
Emilio Azcarraga Jean, 3 1 . is Televisa's 
chairman and the son of a legendary 
entrepreneur who built the company 
from a string of radio stations into a huge 
conglomerate. 

The sale of the Alemans' share of 
Grapo Televicentro S A de CV. the hold- 
ing company, decisively consolidates 
the dominance of the Azcarragas in 
Televisa, reinforcing the control of Mr. 
Azcarraga Jean in a sometimes uncertain 
transition after the death of his father in 
April 1997. 

Both Mr. Aleman Magnani and Mr. 


as Televisa Stake Is Sold 


Azcarraga Jean took pains to insist that 
their separation was friendly. 

In fad, dispelling the rumors of quar- 
rels between the families, whose Tele- 
visa partnership dales back 30 years, 
appeared far more important to them 
than disclosing the financial details of 
the transaction. 

Mr. Azcarraga Jean said that because 
Televicentro was a private company, the 
families had agreed not to disclose the 
share price to be paid for the Aleman 
holding. 

Nor would he say how Televicentro. 
which is carrying $533 million of debt 
after a revamping in February, planned 
to finance the purchase, valued at about 
$200 millioa based on Televisa’s latest 
share price. He said that several options 
existed and that the AJeman family was 
not pressing for a quick decision. 

“i would be very surprised if there is 
any more debt capacity there. 1 ' said Tim 
Baker, director of research for Warburg 
Dillon Read in Latin America. The 
agreement with the Alemans leaves 
open the door for a major new partner. 

Xavier Von Bertrab. a Televisa ex- 
ecutive, said there was “no way” that 
minority shareholders would be hurt by 
the deal. 


Mr. Aleman Magnani said it was his 
choice to leave Televisa to start a new 
group of AJeman businesses. 

“Now it's my turn." he said, recalling 
how he had agreed to slay in Televisa to 
help Mr. Azcarraga Jean secure his grip 
after his father’s death. Mr. Aleman 
Magnani did not say what kind of en- 
terprise his new group would undertake. 

Before Tuesday. Mr. Azcarraga Jean 
and his family owned 72 percent of 
Televicentro. which controls 26.5 per- 
cent of the voting shares of Televisa. 

Mr. Aleman Magnani dismissed spec- 
ulation that his father. Miguel AJeman 
Velasco, wanted to get out of Televisa to 
stifle possible criticism if he runs for 
president of Mexico next year. Oppo- 
sition parties complained that favorable 
coverage of Mr. Aleman Velasco by 
Televisa helped him win election as gov- 
ernor of the state of Veracruz last year. 

Working against steep odds. Mr. 
Azcarraga Jean has surprised many ana- 
lysts with the turnaround he achieved at 
Televisa, which his father ran as a per- 
sonal fief. Mr. Azcarraga Jean pared the 
work force to 16,500 from 23.000 and 
shaved other costs while widening Tele- 
visa’s ratings advantage over Television 
Azteca, iis main competitor. 
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Russians and DIF Open Crucial Talks 


By Neela Baneajee 

New York Times Service 


A ffgMBtfaawfnmt 

% : Y«geni Primakov at a cabinet meeting Wednesday. 


MOSCOW — The Inter- 
nationa] Monetary Fund and 
the Russian government began 
a critical round of negotiations 
Wednesday aimed at complet- 
ing an econo m ic program and 
loan package to avert the pos- 
sibility of a Russian default on 
its foreign debt. 

With its Treasury and cen- 
tral bank reserves depleted by 
the financial crisis that struck 
in August, Russia hopes to 
persuade the Fund to refi- 
nance about $4.8 billion in 
loans coming due this year, 
most of them in the second 
and third quarters. 

The country also needs an 
economic program approved 


by the IMF to restructure 
nearly $17 billion in debt pay- 
ments it owes to a group of 
Western lenders. 


If Russia fails to get the 
Fund’s approval, it is likely to 


default on all its foreign 
debts. 

“Time is running out feu: 
Russia," said Christopher 
Granville, a strategist for the 
Russian subsidiary of Robert 
Fleming, a British brokerage. 

Russia has been wrangling 
with tile IMF for months to 
win new loans to refinance its 
debts. 

A breakthrough of sorts 
came last week when Michel 
Camdessus, managing direc- 
tor of the Fund, and Prime 
Minister Yevgeni Primakov 
issued a joint statement after a 
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meeting, noting that both 
sides had agreed to a primary 
budget surplus of 2 percent of 
the gross domestic product in 
1999 “and most of the mea- 
sures needed to achieve it” 

It is now up to the Russian 
cabinet and a IMF delegation 
of economists that arrived here 
Tuesday to work out the de- 
tails of those measures, which 
are of a sort that is consistently 
among the toughest obstacles 
to completing aid packages. 

At tiie heart of the problem 
is a budget shortage of about 
30 billion rabies ($1.19 bil- 
lion), Russian economists es- 
timate. 

To reach an agreement 
with the Fund, Moscow must 
find ways to raise enough rev- 
enue to fill the gap, including 
taking such unpopular steps 
as imposing a tax on gasoline 
or export tariffs on metals and 
other raw mareriaL 

Changes in the tax code 
must be approved by the Com- 
munist-controlled lower house 
of Parliament, which 
legislation linked to the 

Russia’s strained relations 
with the West, especially the 
United Stales, over NATO at- 
tacks in Yngoslavia will 
make tilings even harder. 

The Russian legislators re- 
cently undermined IMF talks 
by voting for a cot in the value- 
added tax, which accounts for 
nearly half of budget revenue, 
according to the Russian- 
European Center for Econom- 
ic Policy, a research group. 

Skittish so far about en- 
tering into a long battle with 
Parliament, Mr. Primakov’s 
cabinet has taken “a salami- 


slicing approach to negoti- 
ations with the IMF,” said a 
Western diplomat, speaking 
on condition of anonymity. 

“Instead of developing a 
few major efforts to discuss 
with the IMF," the envoy 
said, “the Russians come up 
with 400 uickel-and-dime 
measures that grind down 
their opponents across the 
table. It shows a political 
weakness." 

Despite the government’s 
waffling, most economists in 
Moscow say that the IMF and 
the Russians will announce 
an economic program in die 
coming days and that the 
Fund’s board will approve the 
new credits at its meeting at 
the end of this month. 

Clearly, neither side wants 
a default Russia owes the 
IMF $19 billion, making it 
one of the lender's largest 
debtors. For the IMF and its 

S contributing nations, a 
t by Russia would sig- 
nal the failure of their efforts 
to nurture market capitalism. 

For Moscow, default could 
cause another round of pos- 
sibly disastrous economic 
and political upheaval. 


Tax Collection Report 


The Russian cabinet told 
IMF negotiators of a modest 
success in tax collection. The 
Associated Press reported 
from Moscow. 

The minister of taxation, 
Georgi Boos, said the Russian 
government collected 52 bil- 
lion rubles in taxes during the 
first quarter of this year, 
slightly above the target of 
48.8 billion rabies. 
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Very briefly: 


* • Alcoa Inc., the aluminum producer, said first-quarter net 
profit rose 5.3 percent, to $221.1 million, as the company 
increased shipments to combat low metal prices. Alcoa has 
'been cutting costs and is currently targeting $1.1 billion in 
savings. 

•General Motors Corp.’s U.S. car and light truck sales fell 2 
percent in March as a shortage of pickups offset the benefit of 
expanded discount programs. Analysts had forecast a 2 per- 
cent gain. Sales of cars built in North America rose 1.5 
'percent, while sales of pickups, minivans and sport-utility 
; vehicles fell 5.9 percent 

• VS. Layoffs outpaced job creation in March, rising 11 
percent from February. There was a total of 68,984 job cuts, 50 
' percent more than the 46,000 new jobs created in the same 
period. 

« Boeing Co. said it was negotiating with potential buyers of 
its Boeing Information Services subsidiary, which provides 
"information and systems -integration services to the federal 
government 

> Xerox Corp. has named as chief executive officer G. 
Richard Thoman, a former International Business Machines 
Corp. executive credited with tough cost-cutting moves dur- 
ing the computer maker's turnaround. Mr. Thoman, 54, who 
joined Xerox in 1 997 as president and chief operating officer. 
Replaces Paul Allaire. 60, who will stay on as chairman for 
another year. 

• Chile’s central bank reduced benchmark lending rates to 
their lowest level in almost 15 months to spark a faster 

' recovery of the economy and stem rising unemployment The 
overnight lending target rate was cut to 6 3 percent above 
inflation from 7 percent annually. Inflation was 4.7 percent 
last year. 

.•AT&T Corp., the U.S. long-distance phone company, set a 
S3 minimum monthly fee for residential customers, to help 
•cover the $300 million that the company loses annually on 
supplying service to them. Bloomberg. Reuters, AP 
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Yen Warning 
Helps Dollar 
Make Gains 


GzepdtdbfOm SktfFrtm DltpM*a 

NEW YORK — The dollar rose 
against the yen Wednesday after 
Japanese officials again warned that 
too much strength in the yen could 
stifle the beginnings of the country’s 
economic recovery. 

“A strong yen is not desirable for 
the Japanese economy,” said Mit- 
snaki Kataoka. vice president of 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE 

trading at Bank of Tokyo- Mitsu- 
bishi Ltd. He added that Japan was 
showing signs of a rebound, “but 
it’s not in a serious recovery.” 

The dollar rose to 1 2 1 .375 yen in 
4 P.M. trading from 120.525 yen 
Tuesday. The euro fell to $1.0783 
from $1.0835 after NATO forces 
stepped up attacks on Yugoslavia 
following the alliance’s rejection of 
Serbia’s call for a cease-fire in 
Kosovo. Traders said speculation 
that the European Central Bank 
would cut interest rates Thursday 
was also weighing on the euro. 

“People are waiting for a rate 
cut,” said Tomas JelfT a currency 
analyst at Warburg Dillon Read. 
“That is what everyone is position- 
ing for right now.” 

Japan’s currency has climbed 
about 20 percent against tire dollar 
since last August, even as the econ- 
omy is stuck in a long recession. The 
deputy finance minister for inter- 
national affaire , Eisoke Sakakibara, 
reaffirmed that the gains were trou- 
bling, a warning that has helped 
keep the yen from strengthening in 
the past month even as overseas 
investors bought Japanese stocks. 

Analysts said Japan’s central 
bank probably would keep interest 
rates near zero in the months ahead 
as the government tried to reignite 
the economy. Low rates have driven 
many Japanese to buy foreign cur- 
rencies to invest abroad in higher- 
yielding financial assets. 

The flow of money out of Japan is 
being offset by overseas investment 
in Japanese stocks, which are in- 
expensive compared to the record- 
high U.S. stock market. The bench- 
mark Nikkei 225 index has gained 
23 percent this year. 

The dollar’s rise was restrained 
by concern that Japanese exporters 
would sell dollars to repatriate over- 
seas profits, traders said. 

In other trading, the pound rose to 
$1.5960 from $1.5925. and the doi- 
lar rose to 1.4818 Swiss francs from 
1.4750 francs. 

(Bloomberg, Bridge News) 


Dow Smgghre Old Record, but the Nasdaq Slides 

_ • ^ T Aitraiiw nf ni T 


CupU by Otr Suff Frem Ooparto 

NEW YORK — The Dow Jones industrial 
average closed at a record Wednesday, but over- 
all U.S. stock prices were mixed as strength in 
financial shares was countered by weakness in 
computer-related issues. „„ 

The Dow closed at 10.08531, up 121.82 
points from its close on Tuesday and far above its 
previous record of 10,00733, set Monday. The 
broader Standard & Poor’s 500 Index rose 9 
points to 1326.89. . 

But the Nasdaq composite index, which is 
dominated by big computer companies, fell 
5.84 

points to 235732. 

Declining stocks led advancers on the New 
York Stock Exchange by a 16-to- 13 ratio. 

The financial sector benefited as analysts said 
banks and brokerages have hinted they will re- 
ft strong earnings when they begin releasing 
jt-quarter results next week. 

Citigroup rose 4 11/16 to 71 11/16, JJ*. Mor- 


gan advanced 3*4 to 127 7/16, J and ^rican 
Express climbed 3 3/16 to 1-6 7/16 to lead 
financial stocks. Their gains made up almost hah 
the increase in the Dow industrials. BankArncr- 
ica Corp., the biggest U.S. bank, rose 3% to 73, 
and Chase Manhattan Corp., the second-largest. 

gained 4% to 8454- _ . . 

Steady interest rates and rising financial mar- 
kets around the world should also boost profits 

US. STOCKS 


for banks and brokers, investors said- As people 
get more comfortable with the interest-rate out- 
rook, it’s helping interest-rate- sensitive stocks. 

especially the banks,” said Thomas Theurkauf, a 
bank analyst at Keefe, Bruyette & Woods Inc. 
Low rates spur demand for loans and also make 
banks’ bond investments more valuable. 

Brokers that sell stock on the Internet posted 
the biggest gains among financial shares. 
E •Trade Group soared 8*6 to a record 84*6, and 


Donaldson. Lufkin & !nc -- 0WDer of DLJ 

“SSStf VgSZSL of Ih. pas. mo 
w^fSTl^oft Coy fell * m 93 5/16 
while America Online shed U to I56% 

Oracle 51^ 2 which had more than 


Stoch Fnni ■ 

“We’ve been selling on the way up. . T 

Stocks opened strongly as * e aluminum 
maker Alcoa released first-quarter earnings that 
soundly bear analysts’ expectations. Tte news 
from Alcoa, a component of the Dow, helped 
many blue-chips move higher. Alcoa itself was 
up 215/16 to 44. AT&T, another Dow stock, was 

up 434 at 84%. , . 

Hie benchmark 30-year Treasury bond gamed 
7/32 to 96 9/32, nudging the yield down to 530 
percent from 532 percent. ( Bloomberg . AP j 


Revlon Weighs Selling Businesses to P oy Debt 


Ca^Orti by Soff Fruwx Di^arflrra 

NEW YORK — Revlon Inc., the 
mass- market cosmetics giant buf- 
feted by a major restructuring and 
recent rumors that it was a larger for 
takeover, said Wednesday that it 
might sell one or more of its busi- 
nesses. 

Revlon, which is controlled by 
the billionaire financier Ronald 
Perelman, said it had hired Gold- 
man, Sachs & Co. and Lazard Freres 
& Co. to assist in a review of its 
strategy. 

The announcement did not put to 
rest speculation among analysts and 
investors that Revlon could consider 
selling itself entirely. 

Revlon’s shares rose $3.4375 to 
close at $23.4375. 


Revlon, makers of Charlie per- 
fume and MoistnreStay lipstick, 
among other brands, did not identify 
any of the businesses it might sell 
and said no decision bad yet been 
made, nor was it certain that a sale 
would result from die review. 

A spokesman for Revlon declined 
to elaborate on the statement, and 
there was no immediate comment 
from MacAndrews & Forbes Hold- 
ings Inc., tbrough which Mr. Perel- 
man owns his dominant stake in the 
cosmetics company. 

Any suitors are expected to be 
most interested in Revlon’s rapidly 
growing Almay line. Possible buy- 
ers include Unilever NV, with its 
Elizabeth Arden cosmetics, and 
Procter & Gamble Co., maker of 


Cover Girl, analysts said. 

“Part of Revlon's business — 
plfft Alma y — or all of it would be 
very attractive to a number of stra- 
tegic buyers,” said Paul Shauxn. a 
fixed-income analyst with S.G. 
Cowen Securities Corp. 

* ‘Unilever would make sense be- 
cause they need global brands, die 
success of their other lines of cos- 
metics, and they would have the 
cash,” he said. 

Revlon, which is based in New 
York, was saddled with a debt load 
of $1.9 billion in long-term obli- 
gations at the end of 1 998, according 
to its filing s with tiie Securities and 
Exchange Commission. 

A sale of businesses would 
provide money for Revlon to repay 


the debt. Revlon has been hurt by 
Hw-}ining sides abroad and by the 
erosion of foreign currencies when 
translated into the stronger U.S. dol- 
lar. The comp any generates more 
than a third of its revenue outside the 
United States. 

In January, Revlon posted a net 
loss for the fourth quarter of $69.1 
million. It had a profit of $41.4 
million a year earlier. 

Revlon reported restructuring 
charges of $42.9 milli on at that time 
and said it would take about an equal 
amount this year. 

For all of 1998, Revlon lost $143 
milli on, wiping out a profit of $44 
million a year earlier, and its sales 
were unchanged at $2.25 bil- 
lion. ( Bloomberg . Reuters) 


EURO: Central Bank Faces Rising Pressure for a Cut as Rate Decision Arrives 




Continued from Page 13 

of growth has been exports of ma- 
chinery and equipment Like 
Barmag, which makes machines 
that produce and weave synthetic 
fibers, scores of German engineer- 
ing companies put themselves 
through wrenching cost-reduction 
programs earlier tins decade. 

Between 1991 and 1997, German 
engineering companies reduced 
their combined work forces by more 
than one-third, from 1.49 milli on 
people to 925,000. But they also 
became shrewder about marketing 
and design and persuaded labor un- 
ions to be more flexible about work- 
ing overtime or on weekends. 

Those strategies bore fruit over 


the past two years. Aided by a de- 
cline in the value of the Deutsche 
mark, which made products cheaper 
in other markets, German exports 
had double-digit growth until finan- 
cial crises began to roll through Asia 
in early 1998. 

The problems have now sank into 
many of Germany’s and Europe’s 
biggest industries. In the German 
chemical industry, led by compa- 
nies such as BASF AG and Hoechst 
AG, exports declined by 93 percent 
in the last quarter of 1998 and are 
only limping along, and prices are 
undo’ intense downward pressure. 

For people such as Mr. Becker, 
there is little that the European Cen- 
tral Bank can do to help. 

“With overcapacity so hi gh and 


prices so low, there is nothing you 
ran really do to stimulate the mar - 
ket,” be said. “The market will 
come back only when the baying 
power of consumers, mainly in 
Asia, comes back.” 

Economists note that manufac- 
turers are only one facet of Germany 
and Germany does not represent all 
of Europe. 

Consumer confidence, even in 
Germany, is higher than it has been 
in a long time. Although retail sales 
remain fiat, people are using credit 
cards more, to spend money on 
travel and entertainment. 

While most analysts predict that 
the German economy will grow by 
less than 2 percent this year, down 
from 2.8 percent in 1998. Spain is 


growing by 3.4 percent. Portugal by 
4.0 percent and even France is ex- 
pected to grow by at least 2.0 per- 
cent 

Those differences would make 
the European Central Bank’s de- 
cision tricky enough. But the bank is 
also concerned about ensuring the 
credibility of the euro, which has 
dropped about 7 percent in value 
against the dollar since it was in- 
troduced Jan. 4. 

Bank executives have repeatedly 
said they are not concerned about 
tiie exchange rate, viewing it merely 
as a result of underlying economic 
trends. But they are worried about 
being perceived as too relaxed on 
monetary policy or too vulnerable to 
political pressure. 
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Tim open bit 25845* up 8112 

10 YR TREASURY (CBOT7 

Siaum pan- pta 8 Stats D(100 pd 

Jun 99 115-J7 115-18 115-20 -03 509366 

Sep 99 115-08 11503 11503 -03 11375 

Dec 99 11*30 .(□ 39 

Est. safes 68357 Tun sifts 107452 
Tim open M 520841. aff X54* 

US TREASURY BONDS (CBOT) 
f8 pd-SlOOOOO-pfa 1 3tafa el 1 00 pdj 
Jwl 99 l«4» 121-23 12200 uk*l 572440 
Sep 99 121-2* 121-10 121-18 urxh. 37,907 
Dec 99 121-06 12140 17)40 undL 3480 
EsL safes 250000 Tun sates 372487 
Tun open bit 61*277. up 7434 

LONG GILT OJFFE) 

esuod - m* * Tanas at i» pa 

Jun 99 11822 117-76 11749 +004 773*4 
EsL safes: 2*aS7. Pier, safe* syas 
Pier, open Bd-- 77,344 up 1,17* 

18-YEAR FRENCH GOV. BONDS CMAT1F) 

eunitoaoao - pn M ioo pd 

Jun 99 9*48 9X68 9X84 +0.12 813*5 
EsL stftK 3X790 
Open bd.:B136S up 2332 

LIBOR I -MONTH (ONER) 
S3makn-aba<100pd. 

Apr 99 9X06 4X06 9506 Undi 11844 


Jun 99 14086 ?08H> 1481* -00068 30217 

Sep 99 1 487*44068 59 

Dec 99 14V3V44068 84 

EsL sefes HA Ten sales 8134 
Tan apeflbdl. off 3*717 

BRITISH POUND (CMER) 

62X00 oaaxrt. s eer Dorati 

Jun 99 'TwTI iSdOTJMJ-MLOIMO *7429 

Sep 49 15954 15938 1J944+00038 W40 

Dec 99 1^52+04036 30 

Est tufee KA Tun safes 19J79 

Tun open UR 68X49. up 7.197 

CANADIAN DOLLAR (CMER) 

1 00400 dona. S per Cdn. Nr 

jun 99 Jen *649 4672+00015 5X011 

Sap 99 JU3 5641 5477*00015 ZJ01 

Dec 99 *604+04015 14*2 

EsL sifts KA Tun sorts XS6P 

Tim open MT S9329, up 443 

GERMAN MARK (CMER) 

1 25400 marts, s per mark 

Jun 99 5568 5525 5529-0403* 32,984 

Sep 99 5SS9 5557 5559-04036 1349 

Dec 99 5591 40036 140 

Est. safes N-A. Tun lifts 11.78S 

Tun open bit 3437X off 1 350 

JAPANESE YEN (CMER) 

125 mRSon yerv S per 1 00 yen 

Jan 99 JEW) 5297 5317-0400 82330 

Sap 99 5421 -0.0043 1,749 

Dec 99 45254500 1554 

Est. safes N -A Tun sales 1 1933 

Ton open bit 8X43* up 9 

SWISS FRANC (CMER) 

1 2X000 tram S per franc 

Jun 99 *343 *784 *796-00042 59.957 

Sep 99 *878 *857 *860-04042 342 

Dee 99 592S-04042 6 

EsL sfts NX Tun lafes 71*81 

Tim OPMI mi ffijOX OR *489 

MEXICAN PESO (CMER) 

TOffW pan Spc* poso 

Jun 99 10270 .10190 .10262+40065 1X946 

Sap99 49860 49792 49860+40072 2387 

Dec 99 49450 49382 49450+40060 890 

Eft sales N JL Tun safes X018 

Tim Open bit 3043S off 821 

NMNTN STERLING CUPPE) 

fmnnwi . nfe nf im nr« 

Jun » 9*9B0 94X90 9*920-4460 19(USB 
' . 99 9X060 9*9+0 9*970-0480 192397 
Dec 99 9*540 7*740 9*765-0473 141449 
MarOO 9*990 94570 9*905-0473 131.434 
Jail 00 7*910 9*«o 9*835-04*5 109,773 
StpM 9*810 9*690 9*750-0450 79442 
Dec 00 94*ea 9*580 9*610-0440 5X397 
Mar 01 9*630 9*590 94*00-0440 S81S1 
Eft safes: 16X91* Prar. safes: 6X014 
Prav.apMlnL: 144*130 up X636 

HHONTH EURIBOR (UFFEl 
aural mBan-pBoMOODd 
Apr 99 97.150 97.135 97.1 3S -0410 3&0BS 
JIM 99 97320 97.190 97300—0410 192,104 
Sep 99 97380 97335 97350-0415 208813 
Doc 99 97.085 77.QC 774U-0410 112492 
MarOO 97305 77.165 97.180-0410 98*73 
Jun 00 97.140 97495 97.110-4415 71800 
SepOO 97.055 97J3JJ 9749-4010 *127 
ESL safes: 151431 Pm. sales: 14*482 
Pm. open InL: 09*956 up 11959 

M60NTH EURIBOR (MATIP) 

sun 1 iriNlan - pts ad 100 pd 

Jon 99 9732 97.19 9730 -041 41 JH 

Sep 99 9737 9733 9735 -Ml 31,167 

Dec 99 9748 9744 9746 -Ml 1*973 

MarOO 97.19 97.17 97.17 -Ml 7*82 

EsL sties: 3X131 

OpeeW.- 108282 up 7,7 10 

3-MONTH EURO UBOR (UFFE3 
aural ntuan>pBc«iaond 
Jim 99 97310 97.115 97300-0410 10X729 
5ep99 9733S 97335 97350-4015 91917 
Dec 99 97440 97443 97460 -0410 8X198 
MarOO 97.185 97.160 77.180-0010 8*059 
Jun 00 9749S 97495 97.110-0015 61422 
SepOO 97420 97410 97430-0410 4392 
Dec DO 96445 9*840 9*865 -0:005 1*266 
MorOl 9*810 9*790 9*820 LfKft. 1X043 
JunOI 9*690 94*90 9*710 Uadk 11337 
EftnOes: 761 Ptee.nfts: 437 
Pm. open aft; 52X777 off 340 

34MNTTH SWISS ntAHC (UPFE) 

SFlnafon-rasariMpd 

Jun 99 98430 98JB0 98400 UndL 119,971 

Sep 99 9X710 98*90 98710 UndL *6*00 


42400 gal, cents per gd 
May 99 4*10 41.15 

41X0 

-2X5 

47X45 

Jun 99 

4175 

41X5 

41X0 

-2X4 

24X21 

Jul 99 

4165 

41.75 

4240 

-UP 

16X21 

Aug 99 

4X15 

42X0 

4240 

-244 

16X52 

%% 

4443 

43J» 

aos 

-249 

9257 

45-35 

4540 

6525 

-QJ4 

6X51 

No* 99 

45.90 

45X0 

4530 

-1J9 

6X72 


Jwn 99 
M99 
Aug 99 
" 1 99 


EsL softs NA. Tim sides 21445 
T*n open Ml 7142X19) 28 

UCHT SWEET CRUDE (RIIER) 

1400 bbL- dfekaa oerHL 
May 99 1*79 1MB 1*05 4-76 148410 

‘ “ 1*80 1640 1*06 -074 107,710 

1*70 7X98 1*40 -072 41,127 

1*45 1*40 1640 -04) 12.900 

Sep 99 1*35 1X85 1X85 -062 19406 

Oa 99 1*15 1X85 1545 050 18479 

Eft safes N A. Tun safes 10*973 
Tun open w 61X147, up U23 

NATURAL GAS (NMER) 

10400 mm burs, s per mm blu 
May 99 3480 1.990 2420+0407 52,715 

Jun 99 2. IQS 2425 2455+0420 23.768 

Jul 99 3125 2445 2465+0009 IP4S3 

Aag99 XI 35 2465 2485 +0410 17.147 
Sep 99 2.150 2495 2.110+0015 17,701 
Od 99 2.175 2430 2.135 +0405 1X434 
Eft Mies NJL Tim safes ZL396 
Tim open bd 289431, Ob 1460 

UNLEADED GASOUNE (NMER) 

4400 gd. ants pet pal 
May 99 53*0 SC.*) 5051 -117 4*390 

Jun 99 S330 5050 50*6 -2J0 2X797 

Jul 99 5150 50*0 50*3 -137 17430 

Aug 99 51*0 4940 47.90 -210 7*66 

Sep 99 5X75 4845 4945 -148 *551 

Oa 99 4845 47.S 4745 -148 2469 

N«*99 4745 -1*3 2916 

Dec 99 47.75 4*70 4*70 -1-58 1506 

EsL sales NJL Tim safes 22450 
Ton open bd llXllXaN 375 

GASOIL (IPE) 

U4. daBaa per metrtc bra ■ lots a( 100 fexii 
*4*9? 130JS 1277S 128*0-150 21778 

May 99 12945 17725 j 27.50 —125 31218 
Jun 99 129.75 127*0 12840—250 21853 

Jty99 129J5 12*75 12945—240 1X123 

Dec 99 13X40 13*75 13X00-145 2X137 

EsL sales 34400. Pm.Nfte: 1X774 
Pray, open ML: 15*336 Off 1479 

BRENT OIL (IPE1 

U4. daton per barrel - lots atuno bomb 
Mny» 1*79 1*33 1*3$-M8 51797 

Jun 99 1*80 1436 1*37—0*8 92.929 

Jldy99 1*75 1*35 1*36—054 29411 

Aug 99 1*69 1*32 1*31 —0*3 1X505 

Sep 99 1647 1*53 1*28 - 0*9 1*661 

Dec 99 1*53 1*23 1*20—044 3X230 

EsL safes: 72400 . Prey, safes : 7X679 
Ptsc open M. 30I.5N Off 2X680 

Stock Indexes 

SP COMP INDEX (CMER) 

250xbido 

Jun » 134X50132240133*50 +440 34X254 
Sep 99 135X001341401351X0 +8J0 *974 
Dee 99 136X50 1363*01 36350 +7JD 2495 
EaL safes N A Tun safes 17*00 
Tim open M 37X101 off T42T 

PTSE 108 OJFFE) 

C25prtlndwipaU 

Jwi 99 65390 64540 651X0 +5BO 19X612 
ftp 99 65700 65700 65650 +404 1973 
Dec 99 662X0 66280 66230 +670 201 

EsLsafes: 2X023 Pier. tafes; 32.150 
Prsr. open taL: 202436 up 2407 

CACMtMATIF) 
sura 10 pw index pcW 

Apr 99 43SJO 0960 017.0 + *Q0 10X044 
Jun 99 *8110 42650 427*0 + *00 42474 
Sep 99 N.T. N-T. 4297.0 +640 3X392 
EsL safes: 55,936 
Open M.- 193446 ofl 274 


SINGAPORE: Blazing a Trail 

Continued from Page l 

Both the meetings and the lifelong-learning program are 
among recommendations from a task force of 100 business 
leaders, civil servants and trade unionists, with contributions . 
from international human resources and management con- 
sultants. 

Their report is expected to be unveiled in June, But already 
several Singapore cabinet ministers have outlined some of the 
findings, to underscore the government’s concern about the 
rise in unemployment to its current level of 43 percent. 

The unemployment rate averaged about 2 percent during 
the years of rapid economic growth that followed Singapore's 
previous, short-lived recession in 1985. 

As Singapore was hit hard by the regional slump, growth in 
the gross domestic product fell sharply to 1.5 percent in 1998 
from 7.8 percent in 1997. 

After shrinking in the last two quarters of 1998, the econ- 
omy is technically in recession. 

Although the overall economy continued to grow modestly 
in 1998 because of strength in the services sector, man , 
ufacturing declined 03 percent As a result, 19,000 man- 
ufacturing workers lost their jobs, accounting for about 
two- thirds of the 28300 job losses last year. 

The manpower minister, Lee Boon Yang, said the School of 
Lifelong Learning would help workers to learn continuously 
to enhance their employment prospects. 

Officials have emphasized that the program is crucial if 
Singapore wants to emerge strong from the recession and 
position itself to take advantage of any upturn in the region. 

Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong noted recently that Singa- M 
pore's neighbors would become more competitive once they " 
put their houses in order because their currencies were cheaper 
and their workers hungrier. - 

Although tiie Singapore work force was rated the best in the 
world overall by a consultancy based in the United States, 
largely because of harmonious labor relations, its workers’ 
technical sk ills lag those of many Western countries. 
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BNP to P ersistin Bid for Paribas and SocGen Olivetti Profit I 


PARIS — Bahquc ju SS?* 101216(1 down BNP ’ S Wd, Mr. Bebear to its board when it an- continue trying to sign up share- 1? Jill]. 

ft»risSAvcw irtwELSSSlf? ^ ™ «““** Man:h 9- The nounced its bid for Paribas. At that holders of Paribas for its offer. Reg- llWW W JJMJ/ 
!sist in its bid to take over C ° mpaP lfS *?ged their shareholders time, Mr. Bebear favored the project, ulations allow Societe Generate un- 
Generale SA and Paribas Steven „ e P* 30 5* a friendly bathe now backs BNP’s offer. til about mid-May to sweeten its 


of Societe Generale and The other negative vote on Pari- offer for Paribas. 

.«**iv«cr. n was announced Feb. 1. bas’sboaid came from Jean Gandois, A sticking point for Paribas has 

he plan for a three-wav .*£? “* votes renting tbe BNP former president of the French era- been its conviction that BNP plans to 

NP, SocGen and ParfeM‘*«f® aot Unanimous. Societe ployere ’ federation, and the absten- sell it, either entirely or in pieces. Mr. 


- The 
of B. 


Wins Support 



BNP and two abstained, was unavailable for comment “We intend to invest in Paribas. 1998 profit grew, helped by eam- 

board has 18 members. The rejection by tbe Paribas and in the teams of Paribas.” be said, mgs at its cellular unit Omni tel 


- “Todav on the .. ,ca 2? 6 ? n *J a * 18 members. The rejection by tbe Paribas and in the teams of Paribas,” be ! 

!be said, “if von’re ? ebear > •he AXA SA Societe Generale boards is merely a Societe Generale said Tuesday that Pronto Italia SpA. 

‘risk berns ’ y oa chauiimn who sits on both boards, recommendation to shareholders, an the project proposed by BNP Olivetti, which is offering $65 

. . “6 9W4JMJWCU. voted aeamstth* wwvtinn an aya cktd ---- — 





At sSaraie mmmoc vote d against the rejection, an AXA obligatory step in France. BNP can presented ‘‘major risks” for share- billion for Telecom Italia, said 1998 f;f 

^odeto«^' 1 . bo fiS^ holders. Paribas said the same thing profitrose to 248 billion Ure L ($ 138.4 


“tarrr**. 




rrygrjtt *** ** r» — «r 

otUwih ) -■ * toAff 


•iMlffSSJfiS Sirs ^SP^tpfBNPaidfpe^t wSESiy. 

. supervisory board of of Paribas. Societe Generate named offer, white Societe Generale can /Sr/, 


•5» 


r < '..'.iT *■>■* 


Otto Versand 
In U.K. Deal 

Bloomberg News 

HAMBURG — Otto 
Versand GmbH, a mail-order 
retailer, agreed Wednesday to 
buy Freemans PLC from Sears 
PLC of Britain. The purchase 
will doable Otto’s share of the 
British home-shopping marirfft . 

Closely heldVersand, which 
also owns Crate & Barrel in the 
United States, did not disclose 
the purchase price. It said Free- 
mans had sates of £562 million 
($895 million) in 1998. The ac- 
quisition, combined with the 
Grattan chain it owns, will lift 
Versand 's market share in Bri- 
tain to 15 percent 

The purchase gives Versand, 
which is die world’s largest 
mail-order retailer, a bigger 
chunk of an industry valued at 
about £8 .2 billion. 


BANANAS: WTO Decision Is a Notable Victory for U.S. 

Continued from Page 1 States would impose the sanctions ■ Growing Fear of Job Losses 


million), just above the 240 billion 
(Bridge News. Bloomberg) lire it forecast in December. It 

earned 16 billion lire in 1997, its 
first year of profit since 1990. 

Olivetti's earnings were also 
buoyed by selling a 12.5 percent 
stake jm its telecommunications 
businesses to Mannesmann AG for 
573 billion lire, the company said. 
Olivetti, which has shed unprof- 




States would impose the sanctions 
. against European nations retroact- 

War, when security always oyeirode ively- to March 3. Trade' Minister Brian Wilson of 

trade spats. Because it can act against only' Britain raid Wednesday that the itable computer units in recent 

Inis argument, however, has $191 million in imports, the list of United States must pare down pu- years, now p lans to sell control of __________ 

ateratjy gone far beyond questions products subject to sanction — nitive export levies imposed on a Omni tel and its fixed-line network. Source: Teiekurs 

of banana trade, and both Europe which ranges from pecorino cheese swath' of European goods in retri- Infostrada SpA. if the Telecom Italia 

and the United States have consid- to expensive European clothing ac- btrtion for the EU’s banana import takeover succeeds. The sharehold- 



raal Herald Trib 


• - . — “ — — — ' “*-***£» av* MAW MW •» Mtmuuu v uuvvu<w juwvmam. mv xuaivuviu- > • 

erable political capital invested in cessories — will have to be cut at quota system, Agence France-Presse ers' meeting Wednesday approved a V©l*y PriGflyS 
thdr positions. . least in half. reported from London. 2.7 billion euro ($2.93 billion) share 


President Bill Clinton, who has The European Union has charged "The minister said "innocent in- 


ported froi 
The mini 


2.7 billion euro ($2.93 billion) share 
sale to help finance the bid. • Britain’s manufacturing output declined 0.1 percent in 

Telecom Italia investors are to February, providing evidence that the collapse of export 


argued abont the issue for hours with that the United States is acting ar- dustries” must be spared the crip- K c t __ __ 

European officiate, has cast it as a rogantly, pointing out that virtually pling U.S. import taxes, as fears meet Saturday in Turin to vote on markets was hampering economic recovery and strengthening 
test of the authority of the WTO to no American jobs are in dispute. The grew of large-scale job losses management plans that could scuttle expectations of a rate cut by the Bank of England, 

mandate that nations change their whole argument, EU officials caused by tbe U.S. tariffs. the takeover. • Pearson PLC has linked with Dow Jones & Co. and a local 

trading, practices. Unless he can charge, has arisen only because the “There is no justification for Olivetti may deposit its bid pro- partner in a venture to launch a Russian-language business 

show Americans that Europe can be chairman of Chiquita, Carl Lindner, American sanctions against inno- spectus for Telecom Italia with newspaper in Moscow in August, 

forced to drop trade barriers, he ar- is a powerful contributor to both cent industries,” Mr. Wilson said, bourse authorities as early as Tburs- . UCR r R-«t- ,,„; r 

gned recently, it will be impossible Democrats and Republicans and has His comments came amid fears day, a source close to the company * HSBC Holdings PLC said its Midland Bank unit was 
to forge a consensus for Congress to been pressing the United Stales to that the Scottish cashmere industry said Wednesday. Olivetti needs for- 
comply with rulings that go against aid his company, 
the United States. 


Presumably, the newest ruling ner’s clout 


There is little doubt that Mr. Lind- pute. 


would suffer from the trade dis- mal court approval from a tribunal at 


negotiating to buy Malta’s 67.1 percent stake in Mid-Mdd 
Bank PLC to increase its presence in Europe. 


the issue to the “This has got nothing to do with the source said. 


its corporate base in Ivrea to do so. 


dement But so far neither side has 
been willing to 
Scher said Tuesday that the United United States. 


Olivetti's shares closed at 2.90 


paves fheway for a negotiated set- top of the U.S. trade agenda. cashmere, nothing to do with all 

side has But it did not _ dictate the trade these other industries, but purely has 

and Mr. panel's decision in. favor of the to do with bananas,*’ Mr. Wilson closed at 932 .euros, down 10 real-estate investments, which are valued at 7 billion Swiss 


• Kazakhstan *s currency, the tenge, rose 17 percent, to 11 8. 16 
against the dollar, after two days of declines as tbe government 
imposed controls on currency trading to stem its plunge. 

• UBS AG. Europe’s largest bank, plans to sell 310 of its 500 


said. 


has euros, up 4 cents. Telecom Italia 
32 .euros, down 10 

cents. (Bloomberg, Reuters) francs ($5 billion), by tbe end of 2000. Bloomberg. Bridge News 
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Market Closed 

The stock market in Tel 
Aviv was closed Wednesday 
for a local holiday. 
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any more. But they're there. 



down any street and 


you will find them. The 


mothers who work, the fathers 


who strive, the children who 


overcome. They aren't larger 


-• • . . ’ itr;; ^ ; : :.- 

- - , V • » • - - .• •: ■ ' . 


than life, but they are larger 

- -rJ? 1 : / . 




- V s' 


than their own lives. Their 


names aren't famous, but 


their virtues are. Hard work. 


Common sense. An unshakable 


belief in themselves. If you're 


looking for a hero, look around 


HUMAN ACHIEVEMENT 
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A European Recipe for Increasing Your Returns: Just Add Water 

Washington Post Service enue, four times the sales of — ----- - i^Lf^^Sens iareIl0idenS ' Tf^iL n /)/* 

JAMES K. GLASSMAN / ON INVESTING So uTwSSt the water llCfiS W itil tt tilt OJ RtSti 


. Washington Post Service 

! WASHINGTON — Here 
is an idea for a great business. 
The product is something 
everyone needs. In fact, after 
afew days you die if you don’t 
have it. Its uses are nearly 
unlimited: industrial, recre- 
ational, culinary, medicinal. 
There's a limited supply, and 
ah unceasing demand 

; Meanwhile, the industry is 
dominated by sluggish, bu- 
reaucratic players, with run- 
down facilities, poor market- 
ing and little knowledge of 
the rudiments of the compet- 
itive marketplace. 

. The business is water: 
treating it, purifying it, pro- 
viding it. We're not talking 
about designer water in 
bottles, but the stuff that 
comes out of the tap or 
Washes sewage down the toi- 
let. In the United States, it is a 
business that generates more 
than $80 billion a year in rev- 
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enue, four times the sales of 
Microsoft Corp, 

Bui “business” isn’t quite 
the right word “About 85 
percent of our drinking water, 
and an even larger percentage 
of waste water services, are 
provided by municipal- 
owned systems that mainly 
serve local communities,” 
writes John Milner, an analyst 
for Value Line Investment. 

But these muni utilities 
have a big problem. The 1 996 
Safe Drinking Water Act, plus 
other federal and state laws, 
requires them to renovate their 
crumbling systems. Many cit- 
ies don’t have the money or 
the access to capital, so they 
are turning to profit-making 
corporations either to run the 
facilities or to buy them oat- 
right and rebuild them. 

Meanwhile, the Europeans 
are far ahead of the United 
States. The Bench company 
Vivendi last month an- 
nounced it would buy United 
Stales Filter Coip.. which both 
runs water plants and provides 


water engineering for other 
utilities. That will make 
Vivendi, whose American de- 
positary receipts (ADRs, sim- 
ilar to normal shares of stock) 
trade on the New York Stock 
Exchange under the symbol 
WDIY, the largest water 
company in the world, with 75 
million customers. 

Vivendi is a great company, 
and it looks like it’s getting a 
great deal in U.S. Filter, pay- 
ing $31.50 per share for a 
company that traded as high as 
$43.75 in 1997. 

Vivendi began life in 1853 
as a limited partnership called 
Compagnie Generate des 
Eaux (General Water Com- 
pany), with investors that in- 
cluded the Rothschild family. 
It soon became a wildly di- 
versified conglomerate with 
interests in waste incinera- 
tion. publishing, Internet ser- 
vices. real estate, amusement 


parks and railroads. 

In 1996 Jean-Marie Messi- 
er took over as CEO, changed 
the firm’s name and began 
concentrating on telecommu- 
nications, waste treatment and 
water. Earlier in die decade, 
the company had expanded 
into Latin America and Asia, 
but Mr. Messier drew a bead 
on die United States, which 
has only just begun to privat- 
ize water. Investors respond- 
ed enthusiastically, bidding 
the price of Vivendi’s stock 
up from $17 in October 1996 
to $58 in January 1999. 

France is also home to the 
world’s second-largest water 
company, Suez Lyonnaise 
des Eaux, formed through a 
1997 merger between the 
company that built the Suez 
Canal (and then became a 
bank) and a water company 
with operations in the United 
States. Australia, Russia, 


Brazil, Spain and more. 

Suez, which trades on the 
Paris Bourse under the ticker 
symbol LY, is a favorite of 
David Marcus, co-manager of 
Franklin Mutual Discovery, 
one of the Mutual Series funds 
ibat used to be run by Michael 
Price, the bargain hunter. 

In fact, the Mutual Series 
funds — including Mutual 
Shares, Beacon and Europe 
— owned, at last count, about 
3 percent of Suez’s shares, 
making them, in the aggreg- 
ate, one of the firm’s top five 
stockholders. 

Suez has “tripled ottr 
money, and it’s still cheap,’’ 
Mr. Marcus said during an 
interview in New York re- 
cently. What excites him is 
that Suez, like Vivendi and 
several other unwieldy Euro- 
pean conglomerates, is finally 
adopting American methods, 
sharpening its focus and aim- 


A Bad Quarter for Two Billionaires’ Funds 


Bloomberg News 

NEW YORK — The billionaires 
George Soros and Julian Robertson are 
losing money for investors so far in 
1999. 

Soros Fund Management’s $6.9 bil- 
lion flagship Quantum Fund lost 15-5 
percent of its net assets in the first 
quarter, according to people familiar 
with the performance of the fund. That 
follows three years in which Quantum, 
managed by Stanley Druckenmiller, 
lagged the Standard & Poor's 500 


stock index and the more than 30 per- 
cent annual average returns that in- 
vestors had come to expect from the 
29-year-old fund. 

Mr. Robertson’s Tiger Management 
LP lost 7.5 percent ofnet assets in the 
first three months of die year as its U.S. 
stock holdings languished, according 
to investors. 

Quantum and Tiger are “macro” 
funds that can invest in global stocks, 
bonds, currencies and commodities, 
and “all the major macro players are 


having a difficult time,” said Michael 
Simon, director of research for New 
York-based Optima Fund Manage- 
ment, which invests in hedge funds. 

Many typical holdings of these 
funds — investment pools for the 
wealthy and institutions — performed 
poorly in the first quarter. 

Quantum and Tiger have provided 
few details about the first quarter 
losses, investors in the funds said. 

Officials at Tiger and Soros Fund 
Management declined to comment 


mg to benefit shareholders, 
not just managers. 

So it’s not just the water 
business. It’s the idea that 
Suez, under its highly re- 
garded chairman, Gerard 
Mestrallet, is learning to 
make profits, rather than just 
employ people. In this en- 
deavor. it has a lot in common 
with other companies in 
which Discovery has put its 
shareholders* money. 

One of those is Investor 
AB, the Stockholm-based 
firm controlled by the Wal- 
lenberg family, with large 
stakes in such Swedish 
companies as LM Ericsson 
AB, the electronics giant; 
Saab AB, aerospace; and SKF 
AB, the world's largest ball- 
bearing maker. 

Another is Montedison 
SPA (whose ADRs trade un- 
der the symbol MIST), an 
Italian company with in- 
terests ranging from electri- 
city and chemicals to beets 
and margarine. And then 
there’s Compagnie Finan- 
ciers Richemont AG, a Swiss 
firm with holdings in tobacco, 
luxury goods and the direct- 
marketing business (the ADR 
symbol is RCHMY). 

These companies may still 
have a long way to go before 
they reach U.S. levels of ef- 
ficiency and profitability. But 
Mr. Mare us is convinced they 
are getting there. He believes 
Europe is loaded with bar- 
gains, wonderful firms that 
have become encrusted with 
barnacles, just now being 
scrubbed off, the way they 
were here starting in the early 
1980s. And in some fields, 
such as utilities. Europe is 
ahead of tins country in using. 


Washington Post Service 

WASHINGTON — For the indepentknt-miiided in- 
vestor, Salomon Smith Barney suggestsl5 diverse stocks 

with “moderate to above-average nsfc. 

The list includes: BankAmenca Corp.; Cisco Systems 
Inc., Internet routers; CNF Transportation bic., riuckiqg 
and air freight; CompaqComputer Crap-; LM Bitsson 
AB, telecom products;FIuor Corp ; , engin^m^ mial 

Morris Cos., tobacco and food; Proinus Hotel Crap, 
Raytheon Co., defense electronics; Scmu mbeige r urL, 
oil service; and Temple-Inland 





private ownership to get the 
best results. Still, any water 
company has to bear some 
regulation. It is not a com- 
pletely free market. 

In the United States, the 
leading water company is 
Ame rican Water Works Co., 
which pay s a 3 percent div- 
idend that has been growing 
at a rate of 10 percent an- 
nually, though its revenue is 
less than one-tenth that of 
Vivendi’s. The stock has 
fallen 14 percent this year. 

As for the European 
stocks: Investor AB does not 
trade on a U.S. market. Its 
shares in Sweden doubled in 
the two years ending August 
1998 but have since fallen 20 
percent Montedison also 
peaked last summer and has 
dropped by about one-fourth. 
Richemont by contrast has 
risen 60 percent in the past 
seven months. And Suez bas 
zoomed from 130 euros 
($1.41) to 4.07 euros in two 
and a half years. 

Making sense of European 


stocks, especially complicat- 
ed conglomerates, is not easy, 
so the best approach for small 
investors is to find a fond 
manag er like Mr, Marcos, 
who appreciates the mana- . ** 

gerial revolution. 

Mutual Discovery, with a 
five-star (top) rating from h 

Momingstar, is a “global” V 

fund, meaning that it invests 
in domestic as well as foreign 
shares. Last year, it lost 2 per- 
cent in value, but that's not 
h»d compared with its peers. - '• 
Over the past five years, it has : jaw' 
averaged returns of 15 per- * *5 
cent annually, with a risk rat- , 

mg that puts it in the top 1 - 
percent of its category. • 

Though U.S: stocks repre- ; 
sent only about on e-third of - ' 

the fund’s assets. Discovery’s '* *' 

number One holding is ILS. 
Industries lac., which makes - 
a variety of products, includ- * 
ing Eljer toilets and Jacuzzi • 
whirlpools. It’s hard to get ; 
away from water. 

E-mail address: 
j%lassman@iht£om 


a. Kb 
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In a Bet on China 


Reuters 

HONG KONG - SmaiTone 
Td&wn^icniQBs Holdings LtcL 

and British Telecommunications 
PLC have announced a partnership 
that analysts said will provide them 

^competitive eiffiSJE 

ssr* •— 

SmarTone said Wednesday it 
would usk 120:78 million new 
to BT ’s wholly-owned BT 
Asw Paofic Investments Ltd. at 25 
Hm, S Kong dollars ($3.23) each, 
giving BT 20 percent of SmarTone *8 
enlaig^ share capital for 3.02 bii- 
bon i dollars ($389.7 miliion). 

* ‘It is focused obviously on Hong 
ivong as a major hub and as part of 
Greater China,” said Mark Smith, 
BT North East Asia’s managing di- 
rector. 

“We are looking at how we will 
now expand together.” 

BT plans to use SmarTone as a 


th^^omtwhnology skills” which faces fierce competition in 
nects to ns °JhL ^ a ^ 80 ex ~ talks for China's entry into the local mobile phone market, with 

&?vSLle taSS? T»te Organization ad- a war cheat of 4 billion dollars™ 

* S“»™- ' vicing, th® SmarTone partnership invest at home and abroad, analysts 

““tnariret, and to work with it in may reap major benefits ^mainland said. y 

Oiwan. f 'hmo onsliwM laM 4 IT. L.. l ,1 .. 


Taiwan. 

“It is 

avvy and global Backing,” said 
„*y aa analyst with Credit 
Suisse first Boston. 

* ‘I* gives SmarTone credibility in 
terns of overseas investment and it 


China, analysts said. 

“I thinlr the market opening is 
imminent, regardless of whether 


“It has got more cash than it can 
use in Hong Kong,” Mr. 


China gets into the WTO,” Mr. Lai “They have made it clear that 
said. they would like to expand in Greater 

SmarTone would bring its local China.” 

RT “ ,, 1 ^ ucai n culture and management skills to In Hong Kong, SmarTone was 

c ?T tnrc to expand BT in a market where it was difficult likely to expand into other telecoms 
. b3 operate as a foreign investor, he services, said Derek Chan at Bear 

■ ec ^ m ^ P IoWed “ore said. Steams Asia. 

^ »1 taUmn into the region over “I think BT would also want to “The partnership is a good one, 

me past 12 months, and has major «— " — ~ ■ -* - ~ 6 * 

joint ventures in Japan, South Ko- 


+ 4*1 Jopou, OUUUI ivu- 

rea, Singapore, Malaysia, India and 
New Zealand. 

“We prefer to take a significant 
stake in a company where that com- 
pany brings, to: us the local skills,” 
. Mr. Smith said. 

“We bring our global skiTU to 


— - — — " “ fcviAi vuv, 

won with Sun Hung Kai Proper- especially if SmarT one were to enter 
e said, referring to a Hong into facilities-based local services, 

hn^_r-llirv thaf ii slcn a nfm a« null on infamnrinniil nmi... 


ties,” he _ o 

Kong blue-chip that juTalso a stra- 
tegic shareholder in China Telecom 
(Hong Kong) Ltd. 

Sun Hung Kai is SmarTone’ s 
largest shareholder, with a 2634 
percent stake after the BT 
The deal provides SmarTone, 


as well as international services in 
Hong Kong,” Mr. Chan said. “I 
think investors have to get over this 
short-term, hurdle — SmarTone as a 
pure cellular operator — and look at 
SmarTone more as a fully integrated 
telecoms service provider. ' ' 


Investors Bank 


CMpikUhyOtrS^gFnmDapachH 

HONG KONG — Asia’s stock 
markets are riding a wave of op- 
Umism about the region’s improv- 
*• ing economic outlook. 

A rally continued Wednesday, 
led by a 4.89 percent gain in Hong 


Kong in the b 


the Hang Seng Index in six months. 
Philippine stocks rose 1.3 1 percent, 
and Singapore stocks 1.01 percent. 

In Tokyo, the Nikkei average 
edged up 0.45 percent to its highest 
level in nearly nine months. Prices 
in South Korea rose 0.99 percent, 
and Thailand's SET index rose 231 
percent. 

China's Shenzhen B stock market 
also joined in the rally, soaring 432 
percent. 


Some markets, however, failed to 

S on the bandwagon. Shares in 
d, S hanghai and Auckland 
shpped, and prices hi Sydney and 
Kuala Lumpur fell back slightly 
after strong gains Tuesday. 

“Overall market sentiment has 
improved from before the holidays 
as people are buying the recovery 
story of the region, said Herman 
Dm, a senior dealing manager at 
Anglo-Cfrinesc Securities in Hong 
Kong. 

Foreign-investors in particular are 
banking on Asia’s recovery as they 
are helping propel foe region’s mar- 
ket. Howard Gorges, a vice pres- 
ident at South China Brokerage, said 
foreign funds were returning to the 
Hong Kong market. 


“The market is pretty strong, 
with gains across the board for blue- 
chip stocks as well as China-related 
shares,” he said. 

The Hang Seng Index gained 
541.89 points to close at 11,614.87, 
its highest level since March 24, 
1998. 

A drop in interest rates in several 
Asian nations is helping drive stock 
markets higher, particularly in Hong 
Kong. 

HSBC Holdings PLC, foe parent 
company of Hong Kong’s two 
Largest banks, and Sun Hung Kai 
Properties Ltd., foe city’s largest 
property developer, soared on hopes 
that lower mortgage rates may spur 
apartment sales. 

In other markets, Japanese shares 


were led by Mitsubishi Motors 
Corp. and Mazda Motor Corp. on 
expectations that an alliance would 
improve their competitiveness. Mit- 
subishi Motors added 6 percent to 
458 yen ($3.77), while Mazda 
climbed 6.1 percent to 472 yen. 

In Singapore, the Straits Times 
Index rose 16.17 to 1,62232 as bank 
shares surged on expectations that 
recent cuts in mortgage rates would 
spur home sales and loans. 

(Bloomberg, Reuters, AFP) 

■ U.S. Companies to Expand 

Most U-S. companies in Asia plan 
to expand operations over the next 
two years as revenue and earnings in 
foe crisis-hit region recover, a survey 
made available to Reuters showed. 


Tiny Stake 
In GM Goes 
To Suzuki 


The Associated Press 

TOKYO — Suzuki Motor 
Corp. has acquired a small stake 
in General Motors Corp. to 
strengthen their alliance, the 
Japanese company said Wed- 
nesday. 

Suzuki has bought 500,000 
shares of GM valued at about 
43 billion yen ($37 million) for 
a 0.07 percent stake in the 
world ’s largest carmaker, said a 
Suzuki spokesman who de- 
clined to be named. 

Last September, GM an- 
nounced that it would increase 
its stake in the Japanese com- 
pany to 10 percent, and Su- 
zuki ’s acquisition of the Amer- 
ican company’s shares is in- 
tended to bolster their partner- 
ship, the spokesman said. 

The two carmakers already 
have a joint venture in Canada 
and have been increasing co- 
ordination of their global man- 
ufacturing operations. 

Suzuki has primary respon- 
sibility for the design and de- 
velopment of small and “mini” 
passenger vehicles, particularly 
in Asia. GM is responsible for 
midsize and large passenger ve- 
hicles. 

Suzuki is Japan’s largest 
manufacturer of mini-vehicles 
and foe world's third-biggest 
motorcycle maker. 

In another carmaker devel- 
opment, Mitsubishi Motor Co. 
and Mazda Motor Co., which is 
controlled by Ford, were re- 
ported to be negotiating to form 
a broad technological alliance. 
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International Herat! TifconC 


Very briefly: 


• Lion Nathan Ltd. signed an agreement to produce Brauere£; 
Beck & Ca’s Beck's beer at its Suzhou, China plant. ;*■’ 

• Marubeni Corp. , one of foe secured creditors of Philippine 1 

Airlines Inc., approved the carrier's rehabilitation plan, subject-' 
to conditions. But it warned that it would reject any amendment 
to the plan that adversely affected secured creditors. 
•Samsung General Chemicals Co. will sell up to $400 
million of non-core businesses by the end of the year in order to- 
pare its debt In foe first such sale, it sold its air separation unit 
to BOC Group PLC of Britain for $35 million. ' ■ 

•Australia was foe most expensive place to make a loc^l. 
phone call in the 12 months to Feb. 1. according to a survey by 
NUS International Pty., which compared the costs of three-, 
minute phone calls in 12 countries. ' ' V» 

• At Home Corp. will join with Jupiter Telecommunications^ 

and Sumitomo Corp. to provide high-speed Internet access" 
through cable-TV lines in Japan. afp. Bloomberg 
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but He Likes His Chances at August 
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Vtaeal Yam* Aw*** Pi» 

Richard Krajicek hitting a 

backhand to Tafcao Suzuki 

Rafter Tumbles 

tennis Pat Rafter, the world No. 

‘ 5, continued his dismal run Wed- 
nesday when he lost in the first 
round of the Hong Koog Open. 

■ Rafter fell, 6-7 (4-7), 7-6 (7-1), ^ 
to Bernd Karbacher. Rafter has a 
6-7 record in 1999. In another 

.match, Richard Krajicek beat 
Takao Suzuki, 6-4, 6-4. (AH ) 

• Sonya Jeyaseelan, a Canadian 
.ranked 140th, came from behind in 
•both sets Tuesday to beat Venus 
'w illiams - 6-4, 7-6 (8-6), in the 
-second round of the Bausch & 
Lomb Championship at Amelia Is- 
land, Florida. (Reuters) 

Redskins Bid Withdrawn 

. football Howard Milsteih 
withdrew his $800 million bid 
Wednesday to buy the Washington 
Redskins when it became apparent 
his group lacked support from NFL 
owners. The bid from the New York 

■ property developer was the highest 
! ever fora U.S. sports franchise. The 

league expects Mil stein’s partner, 

■ Daniel Snyder, to make another bid 
iwith a different group, leading to 

another round of bidding. (AP ) 

Big-League Salaries Rise 

I »- The average ma- 

jor-league salary has risen nearly 
.20 percent in 12 months. The av- 

■ erage was above $1.7 million a year 
on opening day, up from $1.44 mil- 

■ lion at the start of test season, a c- 
•cording to The Associated Press, 
which studied the contracts of 830 
players on opening-day rosters. 

• Albert Belle, the Baltimore out- 
fielder, was the highest-i»id player 

* on openingday .for the third straight 
season, earning $1 1,949,794. 

. The New York Yankees, the de- 
fending champions, had the highest 
payroll ever, $85. 1 million. (AP J 

Australia Retains Trophy 

cricket Australia beat the West 

Indies by 177 runs to win the fourth 

and final test in Antigua on Wed- 
nesday . The Australians leveled the 
series at 2-2 and retained the Frank 
Worrell Trophy, which they have 
held since 1995. (AP) 

New Olympic Diplomats 

The International Olympic Com- 
mittee said Wednesday that Henry 
Kissinger, the former U.S. secre- 
tary of state, Peter Ueberroth, the 
head of the 1984 Games, and Anita 
De Frantz, an IOC vice president 
from the United States, had ac- 
cepted appointments to a panel to 
restructure the IOC in the wake of 
the Salt Lake bribery case. (API 

Sabres Gain Playoff Spot 

ICE HOCKEY The Buffalo Sabres 
clinched a playoff berth with a 4-3 
victory against the New York Is- 
landers in New York on Tuesday. 
Buffalo moved into a tie for seventh 
with Boston in the Eastern Con- 
ference, one point behind Phil- 
adelphia and Pittsburgh. (AP) 


By Clifton Brown j 

New YorkTunes Service * 

AUGUSTA, Georgia — At Tiger 
Woods 's news conference the first ques- j 
lion referred to David Duval. 

It was a different atmosphere from last 
year, when Woods arrived at the Masters 
as the defending champion, the clear-cut i 
favorite and the center of attention. Since 
then, the spotlight has shifted. Mark ; 
O’Meara has replaced Woods as the 
reigning Masters champion. Duval re- 
ceatly replaced Woods as the world’s No. 

1 -ranked player. And Duval, with four 
victories already this year, has replaced 
Woods as the favorite this weekend 

So as Woods prepared for Thursday’s 
opening round at Augusta National Golf 
Club, motivation was not a problem. 
Woods is not a No. 2 kind of guy. For 

Parma Gives 
Madrid Coach 
Tough Return 

OmfOoi I# Our Staff From DopMcha 

"Welcome home Radomir” read the 
banners draped around Atletico Mad- 
rid's stadium. 

But Parma ensured that Radomir 
Antic’s first home match in his second 
spell as coach at Atletico was less than 

triumphant. 

The Italian team won the UEFA Cup 
semifinal first leg, 3- 1 , Tuesday. Twelve 

Epeofbam Soccbk 

months ago, Atletico lost, 2-1, to Lazio 
at home m a UEFA Cup semifinal, a 
defeat that contributed to Antic's dis- 
missal at the end of last season. Antic 
returned two weeks ago after Arrigo 
Sacchi and Carlos Aguiar had come and 
gone since last summer. In his first 
game, Atletico drew at Coruna. 

On Tuesday, exhilarating attacking 
play could not make up for fatal lapses in 
concentration and poor defending. En- 
rico fhi esa scored twice for Parma. Ju- 
ninh n scored Atletico’s only goal but 
also missed a penalty after 73 minutes. 

“The players made a great effort. We 
had bad tack with two or the goals com- 
ing from comers," Antic said. 

In Marseille, Bologna, seeking its first 
trophy in 25 years, earned a 0-0 draw 
against Marseille in toe'first leg . of its 

UEFACi«>. l «ffitfi^ • v • \ 

The match was largely fought out in 
midfield, and both teams mostly were 
restricted to long-range efforts. 

Bologna’s defense was too well-or- 
ganized for an unimaginative Marseille 
team. Bologna had several opportunities 
to score an away goal, the best of them 
early in the game when Davide Fontolan 
forced Marseille goalkeeper Stephane 


many reasons, he wants another green 
jacket, and if he has to stare down Duval 
on Sunday to get it, so be iL 

“If I’m in the lead with nine holes to 
bo. I like my chances,” Woods said 
Tuesday. “David’s not going to play as 
Tiger vs. me, and I’m not playing against 
David. I’ve got to play against the goll 
course as well as the rest of the field. 

“If we’re tied for the lead with nine 
holes to go, then that’s the way it is-lt 
would be nice to play against toe best 

. .1 . 1,4 nnht nn»l Rut it It 


onships. He has money, he has fame, bat 
wfa^he wants most from his career K a 
place in history, and winning majors is 

of^dS^mg bis Me i at toe 

with his coach. Butch Hannon, 

mflv nreparing for this week s challenge. 

But woods appeared far more relaxed 
ton last year, 


win’s a win. I’U take a second green 

P W^TZ;'w 1997 by a record- 
setting 12 strokes, setting a tournament 
record (270) in toe process. He makes no 
secret of scheduling his year, and his lire, 
around toe year’s four major champi- 


eienm piacc — . * . 

weight of defending his champions^- 
“Itoinkhe’llbealotmore comfortable 
at Augusta this year,” Hannon said re- 
cently "But like he bas said before, he 

the green jacket back on him. 

Far that to happen, there are two keys 
for Woods: driving accurately and mak- 


insputts. His length off toe tee gives him 
^tremendous advantage at August^ 
with its wide fairways. But rf. Woods 
drives the ball erratically, he wjUbjve 
trouble at tacking toe fast and undulating 
greens, where positioning is crucmL 
^Seroodly, Woods has not potted re- 
cently wito the precision and conton^ 
beshowed in 1997, when he played toe 
Masters without a *re«i«£ ^ *ep^t 
18 months. Woods has bad 18 tojv-10 
finishes, but only two victories. A few 
more made putts would have equaled a 
few more victories. 

“It’s frustrating from the standpoint 
that I was playing well, but n^ getong 

the victories,” Woods said, ft basn it 

been one of those stretches where 1 m 
making shots at the right times. But I m 

more consistent all around.’ 

Augusta remains a {dace that plays to 


Woods’s strengths. Having seen toe 
changes at Augusta — toe mw tees at 
ttTf and No. 17 , toe new geen at No. 

11 and the new trees atNo. 15 Woods ^ 

says he believes the coarse favors longer * 

‘ttaWtS'-o is to ttaywdl 
enough to at least give himself a dance 
on Sunday. Having won at Auguaa be- 
fore, Woods believes he can handle the. 

^*Tlwt gives you confidence down the 
aretth. When you’re a IMe ncxyo^ 
bands sweating, eyeballs beating, -he 
fwifi “You can summon enough strength 
to do it, because you’ve done it beton. 

“It’s a major, a little tofferrat«oiy 
than playing toe regular tour event .T. 
really grind and get ready. Because 
that’s really what it’s all about win- 
ning the big ones.” 


***** 








.Jr 


A Tough Guy Prepares 
For Rumble to Roubaix 


By Samuel Abt 

International Herald Tribute 



[iooel Giwmm/TIki Anandued Pi* 

Marseille’s Robert Pires, right, battling with Bologna’s Giuseppe Signon. 

Porato to make a dramatic save. In toe 83d minute, Berricamp 

England Arsenal missed a penalty polled down by Keito /wETSsrl 
and had a player sent off, but stftbeat was ejected. Bdgkunp tooktoepraalty 
r» i n in nine* within one noint but John Filan saved it. (AP , Reuters) 


P ARIS — Because Frederic Mon- 
cassin has a bad back, one of the 
last things he ought to be doing this 
week is bouncing along on a bicycle over 
cobblestoned roads and feeling the jolts 
roll up his arms, through his shoulders 
and into his lumbar region. 

“Oof,” he said, referring to his ride 
last Sunday in toe Tour of Flanders over 
16 cobblestoned hills. “Too bard. I had 
to drop out” Nevertheless, he came 
back for more pounding Wednesday in 
toe Ghent-WeveJgem race in Belgium. 
On Sunday he will face toe ultimate 
jolting: the 97th Paris-Roubaix classic, 
which includes 515 kilometers (32 
miles) of cobbles times in its total of 273 
kilometers. That’s more than twice the 
distance over cobblestones as in both 
races in Belgium combined. 

“I’m looking forward to Paris- 
Roubaix, of course," Moncassin said on 
toe phone this week from Ghent, where 

wKh Bologna’s Giuseppe Signori, 

yts , «a5s =■ 

_ _ * , „ Every French, boy dreams of winning the 

Players to Try Referee s Shoes? Tourde France and Paris-Roubaix.” 

o ttrnnrt rlimlvT 


™ iwu a wax, ™ -■ — T -v „ it (AP Reuters) ruin contmueo. Always nns uccu- 

Blackburn, 1 - 0 , to close wtl^ one pomt but John Filan saved iL (AT.Keuters) EvSy Frenchboy dreams of winning the 

of leader Manchester United in the ■ Players to Try Referee’s Shoes? Tonr de France and Paris-Roubaix.” 


Dennis tienbupp. g". 

poal three minutes before half time aftea;^ °f doojl tyota — n*v*r mme close to winning the Tour, 

S^l»The“d^^Si 

gtamp stnickaleft-foot sh° t into the far “S^isSe^stoyforn 

* <■ I 1 J Lain* tA Httfim Wl 


WhS toe ball rebounded to him, Ber- should have to pass areteree restoe^e 
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Despite War Worries, Divac Is Tearing Up the Court 

T j o wnMt smreH 25 ooints. and Brevin Knight & 


The Associated Press His reverse layup with 1:33 left in over- 

Vlade Divac’s days and nights are time gave toe Kings toe lead goot^ 

• • -j ... 1 1 i avia* Kle Hivar Sp.rnifln. He ssid 06 Das op- 


filled wito worry over loved ones in bus 
native Yugoslavia, Yet somehow, he is 
playing his best basketball. 

Since the NATO bombing began on 
March 24, the Sacramento Kings center 

has played seven games and is averaging 
14J points, 7.7 assists and 13 rebounds. 
He can’t explain it 

“I have no energy, I don’t feel good, 
yet I play good," Divac said. "There is 
no explanation." 

His thoughts are far away. “The thing 
that is killing me is that I am powerless in 
the whole situation,” he said. "My par- 
ents tell me not to worry, but it is hard." 

Divac had 1 1 points, 10 assists and 14 
rebounds as the Kings beat toe Seattle 
SuperSonics, 112-106, Tuesday night. 


Divac is Serbian. He said he has op- 
erated on two hours* sleep a night while 
checking on his family and monitoring 
as many news accounts as be can. 

His parents live near Belgrade and his 
brother lives in the capital He is trying to 
arrange for transportation of his 4- year- 
old niece to toe United States. "My 
brother to Id me that every time the alarms 
go off she starts dying," Divac said. 


Iverson and Brown exchanged words scored 25 points and Brevin Kmgbt had 
on the rideline Friday againstCleveland. 19 points and 15 assists as Cleveland 
Iverson didn’t play the second half of beat visiting Chicago, 
that game and missed a game Sunday in «i , 72 . Pe ™, y Ha J iav '2 y 

Toronto because of a thigh injury. The had 30 points. 1° 
guard and the coach made up Monday, assists as Orlando beat toe Kmcks in 

and Iverson made a surprise return Tues- New York. , 

day night against visiting Mtiwankee. N«ta *7, Wizard, to Stephen Marbuiy 
Jm*z itwl Lak*r* S3 Karl Malone had 29 points and six assists as New 


Moncassin, for all his friendliness and. 
habitual cheerfulness is a tongh man. I 
The 30-year-old Frenchman has come 
close to victory in Paris-Roubaix, fin- - 
ishing eighth twice, 1 1th once and fifth 
lastyear when a teammate, Magnus 
Backstedt, a Swede, paced him for a long, 
part of toe day, letting Moncassin nde nr 
his slipstream and save his energy. * 
Teamwork is vital in Paris-Roubaix,- 
where a mino r rider often has to give a . 
wheel or even his bicycle to a leader after 
one of toe many crashes and flat tires that, 
always mark the race. But this year Mon- - 

cassin will not be a protected leader. 

As he admitted, his condition is not, 
what it should be, and the team will; 
concentrate its attentions on Stuart 
O’Grady, an Australian. “O’Grady has 
top form, is going strong,” Moncassin ^ 
said. “Me, I’m only moderate." - ■ 
The problem is his back, which he, 
injured late last spring when he crossed - 
the finish line in iheFour Days of Dunkirk 
race and. collided wito a photographer 
who was standing in a prohibited zone. « 
The crash was just another in a list of, 
jinxes. In 1994, be twisted a foot while 
coming down from the platform where - 
tetris in the Tom de France were being * 
introduced the night before the race 
began; toe result was a tendon injmy that 
prevented him from starting. In 1997,in ' 

. an early sprint finish of toe Tour, he was ; 
fir^jcAeadrbuttKl.ly ErikZabel, a Ger- 
and then skulled by a water 
bottle thrown at him by Tom Steels, a ■ 
Belgian, in the mistaken assumption that-. 
Moncassin bad interfered wito him; Za- 
bel was deprived of his victory and 
Steels was expelled from the race. The 
rattled Moncassin never again was a 
factor in sprints. 

In his best year, 1996, Moncassin was 
one of toe top Ranch sprinters, regta^ 
tiring four victories that included the 
sprinters’ crown jewel; toe Tour de 
France stage into Bordeaux. 

But the next year, and every year 
since, victory has evaded him. Despite 
seven second places, including toe 
vaunted Tour of Flanders, and nine third 
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guard and the coach made up Monday, assists as Orlando beat toe Kmcks in 

and Iverson made a surprise return Tues- New York. 

dav night against visiting Mtiwankee. N«ta »7, Wizard* 83 Stephen Marbuiy 
Jm*x iwTLakmn »3 Karl Malone had 29 points and six assists as New 
sprained his left knee, but still was 12- Jersey spoiled toe debut of Jim Brovelli, 
« cmimt iff Washington s interim head coach. It was 


bo oft sue starts crying, uivac suu. ^ ~ . : 

8 He said that he has friends from Ko- Angeles in a game m which dbows flew 
sovo who are ethnic Albanians and that and tempers flared ShaqniUeON^ 
he grieves for the whole area. and Dennis Rodman of the Lakers were 

*%ar never solves toe problem,” Di- given technical fools, and toe Utah 
vac said. “I keep praying that somehow coach, Jerry Sloan, was ejected, 
it will end soon.” H«rt92,Rivtor*70 Alonzo Mourning 

7 ee« 95 . Bodes 87 Allen Iverson, play- had 20 points, 13 rebounds and seven 

_ ^ . 1 . _ 1 _ Li AP Miami cn<mrvn 


wSh his coach, Lany Brown, scored 
points in 46 minutes as Philadelphia v 
for the third time in 10 games. 


for- 12 from toe field and scored 30 Washington’s interim head coach. It was 
points to lead Utah to victory in Los toe Nets’ third victory m 18 road games. 

Angeles in a game in which elbows flew Roetot* in, Wwita** 74 Hakeem 

and tempers flared Shaquille O'Neal Olajuwon had 18 points and 1 1 rebounds 
and Dennis Rodman of toe Lakers were as Houston rolled to its biggest victory of 
riven technical fools, and the Utah the season and its ninth straight at home^ 
coach, Jerry Sloan, was ejected. Trail Btaraae, Grizafimss Walt Wil- 

Hma 92, Raptor* 70 Alonzo Mourning liams, Isaiah Rider and Rasheed Wallace 
had 20 points, 13 rebounds and seven all scored 15 points as Portland beat 
blocked shots as Miami snapped visiting Vancouver. 

Toronto’s six-game w inning streak and Sun* 88, CHppara 83 Jason Kidd and 
nine-game home winning streak. Cliff Robinson scored 22 each as Phoenix 

Cmhn 98, B«H* 89 Shawn Kemp beat the Clippers in Los Angeles. 


Trail Btuars 98, Grizzlies so Walt^ Wil- 
liams, Isaiah Rider and Rasheed Wallace 
all scored 15 points as Portland beat 
visiting Vancouver. 

Sum 88, cHppan 83 Jason Kidd and 
Cliff Robinson scored 22 each as Phoenix 
beat the Clippers in Los Angeles. 


1997 and 1998 in the win column. 

This season has started no better. 
“Maybe Sunday,” he said, sounding 
unconvinced. 

His teammates are pulling for him. “A 
really good feUow,” O’Grady calls Mon-' 
cassin. In a country not remarked for its 
friendliness to foreigners, Moncassin has 
helped many of them on his own and other » 
teams to settle near him in toe south. 

Tough men like him, these friends 
will also be riding in Paris-Roubaix, 
battling the dust of its country roads if. 
toe weather is dry or the mud if it rains. 

Like Moncassin, they know the golden 
rule for riding Paris-Roubaix: ‘*Try to 
avoid crashes,” be said. “Flats, you.^ 
can't prevent on all those cobblestones. 

“All those cobblestones," he re- 
peated, and even over the phone he could 
be heard shuddering. 


• A. 

w. ... 


* Ml* 







FINANCIAL SERVICES | Legal Services 


HVORCE M 1 DAY. No travel Write: 
Bn 377. Sutfcuy, MA 01776 USA. let 
9704434387. Fax: 97*443-0161 


Business Services 


YOUR OFFICE M L0KXM 

Bond Street - Uai Rune. Fax. Teta 

Tet 44 171 290 9000 Fta 171 499 7517 


Paris Area Furnished 


AGENCE CHAIIPS ELYSEES 


FuiBfted atatnerts. 3 monhs or mow 
or unhnfetad. resdertal areas. 


Escorts & Guides 


Tel: +33(1 

ftx: <3? t 


42 25 32 25 

4S S3 37 00 



HUE ESCORT SERVICE * ISTAWUL 
IGANHOIglTALrAT tiatgPA RB 
BRUSSaS’GEMUNY'bYniONLAW) 
COTE ttAZUFTSCANDKAWSPAM 
Tel: 438 (0)335 819 0438 CwB Canta 
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^■^WORLDWDE 
Workft top branotkxai beautks 

New York US ftel-212-755-789 

0 FF1CE0 IHTl-ScOfiTSCOU 


MODEL LINK 


FtHJET ALL YOU fELT 


1C SOI 

++ 44 (0)7000 822 822 

M t*ai*t escort company 




Viaraa 4443-1-710 SO 56 Escort Sente 


EUROCONTACT MTLH 
PARlS'/WWfflPGSCVA'ZURJCH* 

R5vmmissasthM}0N*vis«A 
HtAITflCWeal GERMANY A PRAGUE 
copewAfiBPHUwcmfiJSMa 
Escort Sente Vtana 4443-1-212 0431 


CtELSEA ESCORT SBKICE 
SI Darahm Pbce, London SW1 
Tit 01TVW 6513 


All EUROPE HaiTS MGH SOCIETY 
Vtana, Paris, RMaa, Muodien, . 
ZutdvGawra, RaittoS, DuBSsektart 
W a mi&inal Eaoit t Towel Semite 
Vton 4443-1-635 41 04 al OBdl cads 


PARIS 

GSCVA Escort! 4441 78 637 7984 


MILAN 

ESCORT SBWCE +439 (0)368412214 


*3120-5789-221 


— 2UHCH - - BERLIT- 

HMflURQ-FRAWRJRT-WUW 
-CWSUAESCORTAGBCY- 
Tet 0M144B 80 70 77 - CretR Cads 


Piteti Escort Sente 
Loadon 0395 S73 620 


ASIAN EUROPEAN MODEL ‘MLAN* 
ITALnSUSSETARiyCOTE UAZUR 
Escort Seme. Tet +3001)339 4SB 9504 


^ . 


Appcan every Sanmtaj InTac to^^riaei. < 
Tbadvcnbeeanract 
IzzancAkmtn our Loadm office, 

Tel; *44 171 5105727 
FBi+44 171 9873462 
or yoonRamtlKr office arretraatODve. 




BEAUTIFUL YOUNG BRAZtUAN 
Fitantlf , Bteste. CtaratiB Comante 
London Escort Service 0961 378 969 



JAN BK HOLLAND ESCORT CUJB 
For he and the. Escort savfe dice 
1967. Tet 491(0)20 622 2783430 3827 
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o Hurt Chasing a Pop-Up 

• ' Des P ite L*** of Slugger, Angels Beat Indians 
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The Associated Pros 

'♦Bssaf-^Sw 

• • dJhSSli!? h i? self two t*®** “ to 

tl» home open er Tuesday night, limped 

AIKovnbbp 


N 




! u mings and then left in 

the Angels 6-5 victory over the Cleve- 
land Indians. 

X-rays showed no break. It is not 
certain how long Vaughn, die slugger 
who signed a six-year, ^mUlion, ton- 

Smte S idSS ^“‘ dmmg wiDto - 

The Angels, with a long history of 
toiTe injuries, lost the shortstop Gary 
: g’Sarcma in a spring-training accident. 

.. He broke ms forearm when he was hit by 

a fongo bat swung by George Hendrick, 
:* a coach, and is now on the disabled list 

with the center fielder Jim Edmonds. 

Vaughn was injured when be lan^ 
awkwardly in the Indians’ dugout trying 
to catch a foul pop by Omar VaqueL The 
^first baseman went 0 for 2 before he left 


*he game. Tim Salmon and Garret An- 
derson hit consecutive home inns off 
Jaret Wright in the Anaheim fourth, ‘ 

Vizqoel had a two-run homer and a 
ron-scoring single for the Indians. 

Ymn km 7 , AihJwtics 4 Oriando (El 
Duque) Hernandez pitdied three-hit ball 
for seven innings as New York won at 
Oakland. 

■ New Yak got off to a quick start 
when Chuck Knoblauch led off the game 
with a single, Derek Jeter followed with 
a triple and Pan! O’Neill hit a sacrifice 
fly. 

Chad Curtis bomered in his first at-bat 
of the season, and Hernandez protected 
the lead thereafter. The Athletics scored 
three times in die eighth to main* it 5-4, 
but O’Neil] hit a two-run double in the 
ninth. 

WhitoSwII.-irimraSltiy Hiirhiim 

led off the game with a h ome run, and 
Danin Jackson and Jeff Abbott also con- 
nected for Chicago in Seattle. 

Jackson homered for (he second 
straight day and had four hits. Prank 
Thomas went 3-fbr-4 and drove in two 
runs, as be did on Opening Day. 

TWfhas, Blue Jays i Brad Radke made 



Maddux Swats a Homer. 
As Braves Beat Phillies 


David Wefls, a Toronto pitcher, blowing a bubble at pregame ceremonies. 

good on Minnesota’s “guarantee” of a 

era! home, an 45,601 fans wouldhave 
been able to get a free ticket to another 
game. 

Jim Fregosi lost in his debut as 
Toronto manager. 

The pinch-hitter Brent Gates’s two- 
run triple capped a six-run seventh. The 
Twins started four of their 10 rookies. 

After the game, the manag er Tom Kelly 
put his young team through a brief field- 
ing wcricouL 


o Aaron Sele came 
through with another strong April start 
as host Texas shot down Detroit 

Sele, who had a 6.46 earned run av- 
erage in five spring-training games, 
pitched seven inning s and allowed six 
hits. 

He is 14-3 lifetime in April, including 
5-0 last year. 

Sele and the relievers Tim Crabtree 
and Danny Patterson combined on a 
shntoot a day after the Tigers won, 11-5, 
on Opening Day. 


The Associated Pros 

For a change, Greg Maddux liked 
being involved in a home nut 

The four-time Cy Young Award win- 
ning pitcher doesn’t give up that many 
— an average of just nine per season 
over the last five years. 

On Wednesday, he hit one as tbe 
Atlanta Braves beat the visiting Pfail- 

NL Roundup 

adelphia Phillies, 11-3. “It was just flat 
out luck,” said Maddux, who homered 
leading off an eight-run fourth and hit a 
two-run single later in the inning. 

“It cot us pumped up,’’ Brian Jordan 
said. ‘‘No one expected it, and be really 
hit it a long way/' 

“The two-run single. That was lucky, 
too,” Maddux said “It just found a 
hole.” 

Maddnx, a .178 hitter, set a career 
high with three runs batted in — one 
short of his total last season in 75 at- 
bats. 

The homer off Chad Ogea was the 
third of Maddux's career, and his first 
since 1992. 

Maddux allowed one run and eight 
hits in six innings. Derrin Ebert made his 


major league debut and pitched three- 
innings for a save, allowing two runs. 

Dodge r * 3, Dimmndtirfct 2 Gary 

Sheffield hit a one-out homer in the 10th ; 
inning to give Los Angeles die victory at 
Dodger Stadium. 

Astros 4, Cobs 2 Sammy Sosa went 0- 
for-4 and struck out three times in his 
1999 debut, and Houston got consec- 
utive fourth-inning homers from C art 
Everett and Richard Hidalgo as it began 
its final season in the Astrodome. 

Padros4, Rockies 3 Tony Gwynn had 
two hits and scored twice, and Wally 
Joyner was 3-for4as the NL champions' 
played their first game in San Diego this 
season. Sterling Hitchcock allowed one 
run and three hits in 5VS innings. 

Mats 12 , Harfin 3 Mike Piazza hit a ■ 
two-run homer, and Rick Reed allowed . 
one run and four bits in six innings at 
Miami. Allen Watson pitched three in- 
nings for his first major league save. 

Giants 7, RodsS Barry Bonds homered, 
singled and doubled home the go-ahead 
run in the eighth, as San Francisco rallied 
fiom a 6-0 deficit to win in Cincinnati 

Pirates a. Expos 2 Jason Schmidt al- 
lowed one hit in seven innings, and Brian 
Giles homered and drove in three runs as 
Pittsburgh beat visiting Montreal. 


Scoreboard 
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New Jersey 0 0 2—2 

CtaoCne 1 2 1-4 

W Period: C. Roberts 12 (KA Sheppard} 
2d Period: c. Prkneau 30 (Kopanea HB). 1 
C, ONefi 15 (Kopanea Fmncb) (pp)Jrd 
Perturb C. Sheppard 25, & NJ.-, Niedermayer 
10 (Daneyka Stevens) a NJ.-Nemchlnw 12 
(Rafcdan. Niedermayert (pp). Stats oa gaol: 
NJ.- *12-15—33. C 7-46-15 GvOus NJ.- 
Brodeur. C. trim. 

ButMa 1 2 1—4 
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West Indies: 222 and 1504 at htneh. 
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Nlgerta 2, Germany, 0 
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Ghana 1, Argentina 0 
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Mexico 1 Australia 1 
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Toesday for “on offensive comaienT" to Dorv- 
old BrasheaiA Vancouver Canucks. 


DENNIS THE MENACE PEANUTS 


CALVIN AND HOBBES 




s 

y 





4 two-month trial 


. *•/. ■ 
■y’ . 


iv p up to 60% 

:r evtv rr.om.ng AND ,ave up to 60 , oh 
id price 


COUNT BY 

:.n i.vuv nrx-ML. 

Dl.W.MRh- 

r rr:tAND 

;■ k : -M K T-. it-: N 

HONG KONG 

iVu Af l 

-T.'-LY 

lAPiPJ 

V«- iVSfi 

N!;H:RiAND-» 

NOrr.VAV 

Sl?JGAPOPF 

b.vi r. -e r; 


: MONTHS 

? MONTHS 

i SAVING 

fJEV.'tTi'JD 

OTFIf? 

OFF 

P21CC 

PBICi 

• COVER PRICE . 

: -iu. 

6 SO 

55 - 

3so 

1 050 

: *0 

di : -i 

-50 

! 49 , 

*.» J C 

3‘0 

1 5 °- : 

5* IC 

2 10 

00 ; : 

1«.' 

/2 

O0 

■“ 

2_; 

53' 

'..C 

523 

53 


105 

60- 

' c;o 

32.000 

SO' : I 

’2'j jC O 

12. ISC • 

55 . 

20 S 

100 . 

sr-. 

:~j s 

7 ‘i 

so 

5jt- 

-J50 : 

52 

i / 2 

t2 i 

52 

1 3.000 

5.550 

57 . 

. '» 

-5C ' 

52*-. 

l fis • 

6* 

sc 


i" fe,f*ravtffatostortrBc»wgfc h tarnra ^ 
j □htychodaerid«ed(pe7istbfc'*o*H7? 

j Charge my: □ Amx □ Dinws □ VISA □ Agdbw □MasterCard □ Evwcmd 
I For opU 5 ond Aiioi pricas, cn«b cords wil ba chorged I o Ti ^ kji Praia at OhhbiI rotes. 

| Cad No. &*>.Do!e 

| Sgncdurc 








tMollMWv 



| For busineu orders, nksfe yew VAT Nk 


(HI MC Number FR74732021 126) 


Mr/Mn/Ms Pandy hbne. 
| Rnthfame- 


. Job Title. 


COC'MtH! i ;-Ui‘.F contact YOU? NEAREST IrfT OFFICE 


I MdngMim. 

Qy/Codr. 


IgeldncepyalAoIHrac □ bosk □ hotel □ orime Dorher 0504-99 

□ I do ml vA* Id ream mformofon hum t*« auefully screened corapm'H 
Mail or Fax h’ IntomritanaJ Harold Tribute 
EUROPE. AUDME EAST & AFRICA „ 

181 Avb. OwriesdiGounn, 92521 NeuiBy Cede. Franco 
fee 433 1 41 92 lb Tul- +33 1 dl 43 93 61 

THE AMBUCAS 

850 Third Avenue, New 'fort. N.Y 10022-6275, USA 
foe *1 212 755 $785. M free) 1-800^82-2884 

ASIA 

1201 X Contra. 191 Jaw Rwrf. hterthferd, Hong Kong 
fee +852 2922 1 199. "fet +852 2922 1171 
gAfaa juhiflfl ft cu i ii -A»faiJ u fas fa fcQ ff tfftfccom-<ntamBC wwvuhLcam 
Ofervdd far new subrnriors only. HA7M 













PAGE 22 


INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, THURSDAY. APRIL 8, 1999 


ART BUCHWALD 


The Giddiness of It All 


N EW YORK — There 
was a time when only 
J.P, Morgan was a financial 
genius. Now that ihe Dow 
Jones is hovering around 
10,000. everyone considers 
himself or herself a genius. 

Dinner at the Glockmans * is 
typical of what is going on in 
America's liv- 
ing rooms. 

Beach, who 
usually bored 
us with the de- 
tails of his most 
recent golf 
game said. ‘T 
bought 100 |§ 
shares of Beth- Barm.. 
iefaem Steel. Bucbwaid 
sold 89 shares of No Fizz Wa- 
ter and told my broker to go 
after Crucible Windows if it 
hit 30.” 

Dubovv said. “I'm in mu- 
tual funds, but I'd like to get 
into something more com- 
fortable.” 

I asked a woman at the 
party: “What do you do?” 

“I buy soy beans and use 
my profits to invest in sugar 
futures.” 


“Where do you do that?” 

“On my computer at home. 
I might make IS transactions a 
day. The trick is to keep look- 
ing at your screen until it's 
lime to hit the sell button." 

“Are you making a lot of 
money?" 

“At the moment I’m in the 
red. but there's always tomor- 
row.” 


The conversation came 
around to how many geniuses 
were playing the market — 
not just brokers and invest- 
ment bankers, but taxi drivers 
and people who sell hot dogs 
in ball parks and telephone 
salesmen and airline porters. 

“Suppose the Dow Jones 
goes down,” I said. 

“It won’t go down,” 
Beach said. “As long as in- 
flation is bottoming out and 
pork bellies are going through 
the roof, we all stand to make 
a fortune." 

“Why?” 

“Because financially, as a 
group, we're the best and the 
brightest.” 


New Clues in Search for Velazquez 

the Asyiautal Pres* 

M ADRID — Historians poring over brittle, yellowing 
plans say they have located the remains of the Spanish 
master painter Velazquez — give or take a few meters. 

Jf confirmed, the discovery would fit it in nicely with 
officials' hopes of marking this year's 400th anniversary of 
Velazquez's birth by giving his bones a more elegant resting 
place than under a street in central Madrid. 

This much has been known for centuries: Diego Rodriguez 
de Silva Velazquez, who died in 1660. was buried in a vault 
beneath the Church of Sl John on the site of today's Romaics 
Square, near the Royal Palace. 

The church was tom down in 1 808. when Napoleonic forces 
ruled Spain. Archaeologists have dug twice to try to find the 
Velazquez crypr — in 1845 and in 1960, but were un- 
successful. The reason, the historian Manuel Montero Vallejo 
told El Pais newspaper, is that the maps they were using were 
slightly off. Montero Vallejo, leading a team of independent 
historians, says with blueprints of the church and other 
centuries-old documents they have pinpointed rhe burial site 
to within two meters. 


Behind the Mask of Mrs. Vladimir Nabokov 


By Katherine Koott 

litutntunomil Her ald Tribune 

P ARIS — Vladimir Nabokov 
was. if not necessarily a true 
eccentric, certainly an eccentric 
mix of intellectual and frondeur, an 
exquisite writer, an exacting read- 
er, a raconteur ofdoubtful stories, a 
committed lepidopterist, a brilliant 
mind and something of a child. 
Those who knew him remember 
also the mysterious eccentricities 
of his marriage, in which his wife. 
Vera, protected him from publish- 
ers, fans and family, sat through his 
I famous college lectures as prompt- 
er and blackboard eraser — and 
indeed much of the time acted al- 
most as his double. 

Writers' wives form a literary 
subgenre all their own: There are 
the saints with the souls of sec- 
retaries and the sinners who en- 
tertain the great man's thirst, there 
are the decorative ones, the venal 
ones, die political ones, the prison 
guards and the budding biogra- 
phers, and of course there are the 
ones who believe they really wrote 
the books. 

Mrs. Vladimir Nabokov, as she 
signed herself, fit into none of these 
categories. She was from the be- 
ginning a symbiotic partner to her 
husband, who became absolutely 
necessary to his art 
This is not as Vera Nabokov 
would have been the firsL to say. to 
diminish his genius, simply to ac- 
knowledge that their extraordinary 
relationship, both emotional and 
intellectual, gave him the room and 
the atmosphere to create a body of 
work that depended on the minu- 
tiae of memory and exquisite, cos- 
mopolitan games of language and 
mirrors. 

“It was clear to me she was the 
greatest influence on the greatest or 
one of the greatest, writers of the 
century, ” said Stacy Schiff. the 
author of “Vera (Mrs. Vladimir 
Nabokov),” to be published this 
month in the United Stales and 
Europe, on Nabokov's 100th birth- 
day. “When people talked about 
her they made it clear she was 


remarkable, but they didn't seem to 
know much about her.” 

If they knew little about her, jt 
was because the Nabokovs played 
a complicated game of masks and 
shadows las be did in bis books) 
that shielded their private lives. 

He was, of course, by profession 
an embroiderer, and she a some- 
times painfully frank woman who 
preferred to feave much unsaid. 
(When she gave birth to their son, 
Dmitri, in 1 934. it came as a shock 
to almost all who knew her. so well 
had she hidden the pregnancy.) She 
was beautiful, sharp-edged, dispu- 
tatious, tireless, tough and prac- 
tical. She did the driving, she car- 
ried a gun. 

“Everybody thought she was fe- 
rocious.” said Scbiff. speaking by 
telephone from New York, “but 
she was very shy" and spent a lot of 
her life trying to avoid meeting new 
people. “Different people saw a 
different woman. I wanted to keep 
dial intact.” Vera lived in cam- 
ouflage — she was even in cam- 
ouflage physically when, as fate 
would have it, her blond hair sud- 
denly turned a stunning white. 
“People were fascinated by her 
looks,” Schiff said. “That young 
translucent skin and the white 
hair.” 

“Early on I realized that writing 
about Vera was an oblique — and 
very revealing — angle from which 
to approach V.N..” she said. “To 
begin to pry these two apart was to 
reveal the figure in the carpet. In- 
sofar as we read biography to con- 
nect art and life, Vera was the cru- 
cial link. Her story might not reveal 
new layers in the art. but it would 
tell us a great deal about her hus- 
band.” 

She was bom Vera Evseevna 
Slonim in 1902 in Sl Petersburg. 
As with the Nabokov family, the 
Sloniras fled the Bolsheviks. They 
were both raised in solid comfort 
but unlike Nabokov, whose family 
was part of the high Russian gentry. 
Vera was a Jew, the daughter of a 
lawyer who became a tile man- 
ufacturer and a lumber merchant 
and who fought the Russian bu- 
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Vera and Vladimir Nabokov In Switzerland in 1968. 


reaucracy for 13 years for the right 
of permanent residency in Sl 
P etersburg. It was denied. 

The Nabokovs married in 1925 
in Berlin, beginning the long 
shared exile in Germany and 
France. After much of the hideous 
suspense associated with Nansen 
passports { for refugees) and march- 
ing Germans, they left for the 
United States in 1940. 

For the next 15 years they were 
nomads in America, where Vladi- 
mir (reluctantly) taught literature 
classes so memorable that former 
Wellesley and Cornell students 
many years later formed what 
Schiff called a “Greek chorus,” 
describing the quirky and brilliant 
man with a roving eye and an ever- 
present wife whom he referred to as 
his “assistant” “This couple mode 
an amazing impression,” she said. 

“Lolita,” published in the 
United States in 1 955 and an almost 


immediate best-seller, changed 
their lives forever. 

In retrospect, it is startling to re- 
member both the celebrity that 
“Lolita” brought the Nabokovs 
and the speed with which it became 
a classic after being rejected in dis- 
gust by a number of American pub- 
lishers. “There was a real discrep- 
ancy between what publishing 
people thought would work and 
what the American public was 
ready for,” Schiff said- “Maybe we 
were better readers in the ’ 50s . 
People were so sensitive to how 
gorgeously the book was written.” 

If Vera was, as Schiff put it 
metaphorically, “essentially a 
woman who spent her life in a 
room" — typing, translating, writ- 
ing stinging letters — she was not a 
victim. It was a life she chose, for 
love not only of Nabokov but of 
literature, of the mind. 

Her work was in being Mrs. 


Vladimir Nabokov, his best critic 
and a fierce literary agent She 
drove him. motel after mote!, 
across the America he was to re- 
produce in “Lolita." She shared 
his passion for butterflies, and they 
perch, wings elegantly trembling, 
throughout the biography as they 
do throughout his books. “She 
rook a very traditional female role 
and made it what she wanfed it to 
be," Schiff said. She survived her 
husband for 14 years, protecting 
the legacy and the legends until her I; 
death in Switzerland in 1991. 

“The book, it seemed to me, 
amounted as much to a portrait of 
the Nabokovs as to an essay about 
the limits of biography," said 
Schiff, who previously published a * 
biography of the French writer and 
aviator Antoine de Saint-Exupery. 
“Things were rarely what they 
seemed, and when they were no 
one believed it This play of amors 
often seemed right out of V.N.V 
fictions.'* - 

What Vera Nabokov mighrhave ■ 
thought of this boob is anyone’s ■ 
guess. She appreciated people who '. 
appreciated Nabokov, _ and she ;• 
would have noticed Schiff s close - 
reading and maybe even enjoyed : 
tbe way her masks could not all be ' 
removed. 

Nabokov himself made biogra- - 
phers the butt of many of his 
sharpest portraits. Even the more (* 
gentle mockery goes after tbe bi- ^ 
ogjapher’s “art”: In '‘Speak 
Memory,” be remembered himself 
as a young man playing a prescient - 
game: ‘ ‘For instance, Lidia or I 
might say, on the terrace after sup- > 
per. ‘The writer liked to go out on- 
the terrace after supper,' or ‘I shall T 
always remember Ihe remark V.V. ;; 
made one warm night: ‘It is,’ he - 
remarked, ‘a warm night.' Or still 
sifiiei : ‘ He was in the habit of light- 
ing his cigarette before smoking it,* 
and ail this delivered with much 
pensive, reminiscent fervor which 
seemed hilarious and harmless to 
us at tbe time, but now — now I 
catch myself wondering if we did 
not disturb unwittingly some per- 
verse and spiteful demon.” 
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Johnny Cash, fourth from right and friends singing at his tribute concert 



T HE singer and songwriter Johnny 
Cash gave a rousing performance at a 
television tribute, the first time he has 
appeared on stage since being diagnosed 
with a degenerative nerve disease. The 67- 
year-old singer delivered his well-known 
hits “Folsom Prison Blues” and. as a 
finale, “I Walk the Line." Joining him 
were musicians who have performed with 
Cash over his long career, including his 
wife, June Carter Cash, Willie Nelson, 
Kris Kristoffersoo, Trisha Yearwood, 
Brooks & Dunn, Chris Isaak, Marty 
Stuart, Lyle Lovett Emmylou Harris, 
Sheryl Crow, Mary Chapin Carpenter, 
Wydef Jean, Dave Matthews and the 
Mavericks. Cash was diagnosed in late 
1997 with Shy-Drager syndrome, which 
attacks the central nervous system. The 
tribute will be shown on Turner Network 
Television on April 18. 


The eccentric basketball star Dennis 
Rodman and his wife. Carmen Electra, 
an actress, have called their marriage 
quits — again. Their publicist said that 
they had agreed to end their six-month 


marriage under amicable circumstances 
and that they had tiled divorce papers in 
court on Tuesday. They were married in 
Las Vegas on Nov. 14 after what was 
reported to be an all-night drinking ses- 
sion. Nine days later, Rodman filed for an 
annulment, saying he was of unsound 
mind when he recited his vows. But at a 
news conference in February, Rodman 
said he and his wife were happily mar- 
ried, living in separate homes. 


Ewan McGregor says playing the 
young Obi-Wan Kenobi in the new 
"Star Wars” movie wasn’t all swords 
and special effects. Some of the filming 
was “the epitome of tedium," the actor 
is quoted as saying in the London news- 
paper The Express. “The work was so 
complex with all the special effects and 
stuff that I found myself hanging around 
for days,” he said. "I was frowning a 
Iol It became just a frowning exercise.” 
The George Lucas movie, “Star Wars: 
Episode I — The Phantom Menace," is 
the first installment in the three-part 
prequel to the blockbuster space trilogy. 


It comes out next month. Boredom 
didn't stop McGregor from signing up 
for the two other “Scar Wars” movies 
that are to be completed by 2005. “I 
guess I’m just an actor who can’t say no. 
Besides, there's nothing cooler than be- 
ing a Jedi knight," he said. 


The former heavyweight boxing 


champ Mike Tyson, who is serving z 
prison sentence for assault, may have 
picked up his rival Evander Holy* 
field’s ear for music. Tyson has creaiec 
his own music label under the DefJare 
rap house, tire New York Daily News 
reported. Holyfield, who lost a piece oi 
his ear to Tyson’s ferocious bite in a 
1997 match, recently launched his own 
Real Deal Record labeL 


U.S. Opens a Film Preservation Project 

The Associated Press 

W ASHINGTON — The National Film Preservation Foundation and the 
National Endowment for the Arts have announced a S 1 .5 million project 
to preserve hundreds of movies, such as Paul Robeson’s “Tbe Emperor 
Jones" and Frank Capra’s World War II series “Why We Fight,” 

The Treasures of American Film Archives is being financed by the 
foundation, the endowment and the Pew Charitable Trusts in Philadelphia. The 
American Film Institute and other industry groups have also contributed. 
Seventeen archives will take part, including five federal agencies. 

Other films to be preserved are a collection from the laboratories of Thomas 
A. Edison, footage taken by the anthropologist Margaret Mead and some taken 
of tbe Duke Ellington Orchestra from 1938 to 1941 by the baritone saxophonist 
Harry Carney. 


kld> • 










and use AT&T Direct® Service. . 


( 


kick 


off your shoes ) 


,V:-.h », vwrtfc me, m ; ,, ;tons lrcm sn ,. vhere 


“• * rCjr C T£ f CaMmg Caro or cred't card, ard .ou're .-.ell ?n -o<jr a r. ;'re j 


Plus you'll always have the option of an operator who speaks your language. 


Steps to follow for easy calling worldwide: 

1. just dial the AT&T Access Number for the country 
you are calling from. 

2. Dial the phone number you're calling. 

3. Dial your card number. 


■•a*® 

re. 1 * ■’-* 


— .022.903-01 i Greece* 00-800-1311 Saudi Arabia* 

Belgium • 0-600-1 00-10 lretandU 1 .........,..„„i.80O-5SO«O0O Soaln. qoa1mjm.ii 

^ -fflm-atSS-aaB flu» H IKokow] *... 755-5042 United Kingdom a + 05oa»MOI ! 

For access numbers not luted above, ask any operator for AT&T Direct Service, or visit our Web site aC 

www.att.coin/traveter 


AT&T Access Numbers 


Saudi Arabia <■ ... 1-800-10 

Spain. 900-994)0-1 1 

Sweden 020-79MIJ 

Switaerlande .0900-09-001 1 

United Kingdom * -i- 0600-89-0011 
United Kingdom u + 0500-89-001 i 



AT&T 


It’s all within your reach. 











